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82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
IN. 
SICILY AND ITALY 


PART T - EREPACE 


The 824 Infantry Division, a unit which spent moro consecutive days.under 
fire than any other American Division in Worla War. I and which suffered a total 
of 1,035 men killed and 6,387 other. casualties, became more than a file car’ in 
the War Department on 25 Merch i942. when it was reactivated. at Camp Claiborne, | 
Louisiana, With the 77th and 90th Divisions, the 82d became one of the first 
three "reserve" divisions to be reactivated for service in World Var Ile 


Ta World War I the 824 Division hed participated in the Lorraine, Sto Mihiel 
and Meuse-Argonne offensives, Its officer vanks had included Major Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, in World War iT a full general and the here of BATAAN; end Lieutenant 
Oolonei John.0, He lee, in World War II a Lieutenant General and commander of the 
Communications Zone in the European ‚Theater, Its enlisted ranks included Sgt... 
Alvin ©, York, winner cf the Congressional Medal of Honor and klassed by General 
Fershing as the outstanding American soldier of World War I, 


Reactivated as a triangular division, the 821 on 25 March included the Divi» 
sicn Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 325th, 326th and 327th Infantry 
Regiments; Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 82d Division Artillery; the _ 
319ih, 320th 32ist ani 907th Field artillery Battalions; and the 307th Engineer 
Bettalicn, 307th Medical Batralion, ho?th Quartermaster Battalion, 824 Reconnais- 
sanos Troop, 82d Signal Company, and 824 Military Police Fla toon. . 


Among officers ascigned the 824 Infantry Division upon activation were Ma jor 
General Omar N, Bradley, Commanding General, who later became a full General and, 
in succession, Commander of II. Corps, Fiest United States Army, and. Twelfth ` 
United States Army Group: Brigadier General Matthew B, Ridgway, who succeeded 
General Bradley as Division Commander on 26 June 1942 and later Commanded XVIII 
Corps (Airborne) and was promoted to Lieutenant General; Brigadier General Joseph 
M. Swing, Division Artillery: Comander and later commander of the llth Airborne 
Division; Colonel George Vo, W Pepe, Chief of Staff and later Br igad ier General. 
and Assistant Division Commander of the 86th Infantry Division; Colonel. Claudius 
S. Easley, Commander of the 325th Infantry, who later. became a Brigadier General 
and was killed in action in the Pacific Theater; Colonel Stuart Cutler, Commander 
of the 326th Infantry, E ter promoted to Brigadier General and serving en the 
. staff of the First Allied Airborne Army; Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Eaton, Adjutant 
Gensral, later promoted io the rank of Brigadier General after service as Chief. 
of Staff. of both the Division and XVIII Corps (Airborne); ahd Lieutenant Colonel 
Francis A, March, 320th Field Artillery Battalion Commander and later commander 
of the 826 Airborne Division Artillery. 


The Division, setting a new record for speed in its plan of classifying and 
assigning recruits to units, unéerwent training appropriate for. the various. arms 
of a normal infantry division during the first Pew months after activation. When 
General Ridgway succedded General Bradley as Division Commander , Colonel Maxwell 
D. Taylor became Chief of Staff, Colonel Taylor later became a general officer, 
commanding first the 82d Airborne Division Artillery and later tthe 10lst Airborne 
Division, 


During the early summer word was received that the 824 was to bec.ome a moto» 
rized division and was to move in the fall te Camp Atterbury, Indiana... This 
plan however was cancelled and on 15 Angust 1942. the 824 Infantry Division be- 
came the 824 Airborne Division. The 824 Infantry Division of World War II feld 
its first and.only parade on that date, l i 


The change to airborne saw the - 824 split practically in half, one half be- 
coming the 824 Airborne Division ani the ether half the lolst Airborne Division. 
In the process: the 82d lost the 327th Infantry and tuo ürtillery battalions in 
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toto. The 325th and 326th regiments each contributed a battalion to form a new 
regiment for the lOlst and most other units contributed approximately one-half o: 
their strength to the lolst. (One of the "lost" battalions, the 2d Battalion, 
Olst was attached to the Division in early 1944 and eventually was incorporated 
permanently as the 3d Battalion, 325th). 


Following the conversion, the 824 Airborne Division's order of battle in- 
cluded Division Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 325th and 326th Gli- 
der infantry Regiments (each reduced to a two-battalion basis), 504th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment which hal been activated only a few months earlier at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 82d Airborne Division 
Artillery; 319th and 320th Glider Field Artillery Battaliong the newly-activated 
376th Parachute Field artillery Battalion, the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion 
with two lettered glider companies and one lettered parachute company, the 307th 
Airborne Medical Company, 407th airborne Quartermaster Company, 824 Airborne Sig- 
nal Company, and 824 4irbovne Military Police Platoon, The new Table of Organi- 
zation did not provide for a Division reconnaissance element, but personnel re- 
maining with the Division from the formor 824 Reconnaissance Troop were formed 
into a provisional platoon- 


The 80th Airborne Anti-Aireraft Battalion was activated on 3 September 1942, 
and. the 782d Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company was activated on 6 October 
1342. 


Ground training of the Division proceeded at Camp Olaiborne, Louisiana,until 
1 October 1942, when the 824 moved to Fort Bragg. North Carolina,for more advan- 
ced ground training in alternation with airborne training. <A feature of the move 
saw both the 82d and l01st Airborne Divisions send advance parties ef approxi- 
mately 250 men and officers each to Fort Bragg by air, the largest movement of 
American military personnel by air up to that time, 


A Surther change in the organization of the Division was effected on 12 
Februdry, 1943, when the 326th Glider Infantry was withdrawn from the Division, 
and the 505th Parachute Infantry and 456th Farachute Field 4rtillery Pattalion 
Were assigned, To complete this change to two-thirds parachute combat strength, 
Company B of .the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion was converted from a glider 
into a parachute unit, 


Meanwhile, Brigadier General Joseph M. Swing left his post as Divisicn Artil 
lery Commandez to become Commanding General of the llth Airborne Division, 
Colenel Maxwell D. Taylor was promoted to Brigadier General and became Divisicn 
Artillery Commander, Brigadier General William M, Miley was relieved as Assis- 
tant Division Commander of the 820 and became Commanding General of the 17th Air- 
borne Division. Colonel Charles Lə Keerans, Jr., Chief of Staff of the 101st 
Airborne Division, was prmoted to Brigadier General and became Assistant Divi- 
sion Commander of the 82d Airborne Division, (General Keerans later was listed 
as missing in action when his plane did not return froma flight to observe the 
504th Parachute Combat Team's drop into Sicily.) 


All parachute maintenance personnel were combined into a provisional Para. 
chute Maintenance Company, 


Alerted for overseas movement. the 82d Airborne Division began its departure 
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina,on 17 April 1943.. The Division staged at Camp 
Edwards. Massachusetts, from 21 to 27 April 1943 and departed for the New York 
Fort of Embarkation, The 824 Airborne Division sailed from Staten Island early 
on the morning of 29 April 1943, thus becoming the first American Airborne Divi- 
Sion to sail overseas, 


The Division landed at Casablanca on 10 May, 1943, marshalled at Camp Don B. 
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Passage near that city, and began a move to the vicinity of Oudja, French Morocco 
and Marnia, Algiera, on 13 May 1943. Eere the Division bivouacked as aombat team 
with the 325th Glider Combat “eam, 80th Airborne Anti-Aireraft Battalion, and 
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion stationed at Yarnia and the remainder of 
the Division stationed near the Oudja airport. 


A Division planning room was established in the gendarmerie building of Oud) 
(popularly known as tho "Fentagon" building), and here plans were worked out ror 
the Division's first combat mission, Operation "HUSKY" or the Invasion of Sicily 
(Code name: HORRIFIED), 


In tho Oudja area Division parades were given for Lieutenant General Mark 
Clark, Fifth army Commander; Lieutenant General George Patton, Commander of I 
Armored Corps; and Major General Omar Bradley, Commander of II Infantry Corps. 
The Division's first airborne review, which included a ground parade, a battalior 
parachute drop and an exhibition glider landing, also was given for the Governor 
of Spanish Morocco. 


Freceded by small advance parties, the Division on 24 June 1943, began move- 
ment by truck, train, plane and glider from its dusty camps amid the wheat fields 
of French Morocco, to the cactus-hedgsd areas of Tunisia in the vicinity of Kai- 
rouan., Troops were camped near their proposed takeoff airfields, as a result, 
regiments and other units were scattered, each regiment having headquarters ap- 
äproximately 25 miles from Division Headquarters and some regiments being some 
50 road miles apart, Division Headquarters and Headquarters of the 52d Troop 
Carrier Wing were established in adjacent almond orchards. Ten takeoff fields 
were to be used. 


The Invasion of Sicily began en the windy night of 9 July 1943,. when Colonel, 
James M, Gavin, later to become assistant division commander and division comman- 
|. Ger, led his 505th Parachute Combat Team in its drop into Sicily. 


Unit catmanders and staff officers at this time were as follows: 


Major General MATTHEW B. RIDGVAY 
Brigadier General CHARLES L. KEERANS, JR. 
Brigadier General MAXWELL D. TAYLOR 
Colonel RaLPH P. EATON 


Command ing General 
Assistent Comnanding General 
Division Artillery Commander 
Chief of Staff 


G-1 Lieutenant Colonel FREDERICK M. SCHELLEAMMER 
G-2 Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE E. LYNCH 

G-5 Lieutenant Colmel RICHARD K. BOYD 

G-4 Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT H. WIENECKE 
Adjutant General Lieutenant Colonel RaYVOND M. BRITTON 
Chemical Officer Lieutenant Colonel JOHN P. GEIGER 

Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE L. RIDDLE 

Finance Officer Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM E. JOHNSON 
Headquarters Commandant Captain WILLIAM 0. SHREVE 


Inspector General 

Judge Advocate General 

Ordnance Officer 

Provost larshal 

Quartermaster 

Signal Officer 

Surgeon 

Special Service Officer 

CO, 325th Glider Infantry 

CO, 504th Parachute Infantry 

CO, 505th Parachute Infantry 

Executive Officer, Division 
artillery 


Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 


CHARLES BARRETT 
Cas IIIR D. KOLS 
JOSHUA FINKEL 


Major WILLIAM P. BODEN 


Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Major FREDERICK G. 


JOHN Wi, MOBRMAN 
FRANK uU. MOORMAN 
WOOLCOTT L. ETIENNE 
MCOLLUM l 


Colonel HARRY L. LEVIS 


Colonel REUBEN 


Hy TUCKER 


Colonel JAMES M. GAVIN 


Colonel FRANCIS a. 
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319th Glider FA Battalion Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM H. BERTSCH, JR. 


320th Glider Fa Battalion Lieutenant Colonel PUL E. WRIGHT 
80th Airborne Anti-Aircraft 
Battalion Lieutenant Colonel WHITFIELD JACK (on DS . 
|: pit ^ with Div Hq as Asst G-3. 
Major RAYMOND E. SINGLE- 
TON (Acting) 
376th Parachute Fa Battalion . Lieutenant Colonel WILBUR M. GRIFFITH 


456th Parachute FA Battelion Licutenant Colonel HARRISON HARDEN 
307th Airborne Engineer © l 

Battalion j Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT S. FPALWER 
824 Airborne Signal Company Captain ROBERT E. FURMAN 


307th Airborne lbdical Company Major WILLIAM H. HOUSTON 
407th Airborne Qartermester 


Company Captain SAMUEL L. MAYS 
782d Airborne Ordnance 

Company Captain JEFF DAVIS, JR. 
824 Parachute Maintenance 

Company (Frov) Captain ALBERT C. MARIN 


Division Headquarters Company Captain VILLIAM C. SHREVE 


Headquarters Battery Division 
i Artillery Captain TONY J. RAIBL 
824 Airborne Military Police AC 
Platoon Major WILLIAM P. BOWDEN 
Division Reconnaissance m ; 
Platoon (Prov) ist Lieutenant ROLAND M. HUDSON 
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The plan for the Invasion of SICILY provided for landings to be made on the 
southsestern extremity of the island, with British and Canadian forces on the east 
coast and American forces on the south coast, The American assault forces were to 
consist of the 3rd, lst, and 45th Infantry Divisions, with attached units, which 
were to land in the LICATA, GELA, and SAMPIERE vicinities, respectively, and para- 
chute troops from the 82d Airborne Division, which were to land inland from GELA, 
The remainder of the 82d Airborne Division and the 2nd Armored Division, in Army 
reserve, were to be brought in as quickly as possible. 


The assaulting paratroopers were of the 505th Combat Team, Reinforced, com- 
manded by Colonel James M, Gavin, and their mission was thus stated in Field Order 
#6 issued by the II Corps: 


"der lani during night D-1/D in area N and E of GELA, capture and secure 
high ground in that area, (E Disrupt communications and movement of re- 
serves during night,  (&* Be atiached to lst Infantry Division effective H/l 
hours on D-Day, EP Assist lst infantry Division in capturing and securing 
landing field at FONTE OLIVO." 


The elements to be employed as part of the 505th Combat Team, with their com- 
manding officers, were as follows: 


v? 
505th Preht. Inf. &9-----..--.--..-.----.----- Col. James M, Gavin 
3rd Bno, 504th Preht. Inf.------------- — Lt. Col. Charles Kouns 
h56th Prcht, FA Bn,------- Ll.-2l2-l-.-.---.-------L&. Col. Harrison Harden 
Go, Bey 307th åbne Engr, Bias eiae ciuis Capt, William H. Johnson 
Det, 82d Atn, Signal Oo.----------------- -------2nà Lt, Edward Kacyainski 
Det, 307th Abn. Medical Co.------------- --------ÉB/Sgt. Kenneth I. Knott 
Air Support Party-------------------------------Capt, Jack Ma Bartley 
‘PI Personnel------«----.--.-2--2-2- —-———------2--2-.-1st Li, Louis P. Testa 


The 505th plan, as embodied in its first field order, directed that Regimen- 
tal Headquarters, the lst Battalion, and the 2nd Battalion, 505th, and Batteries 
À and B of the 456th, should drop just north of an important road junction about 
seven miles east of GELA, attack and overcome an.enemy strong point commanding the 
junction, and defend the junction against attack. The 3rd Battalion, 505th, and 
Battery Ga 456th, should drop south of the same junction, and occupy the high 
grcvud overlooking it, The 3rd Battalilan, 50h55. should drop south of NISCEMI and 
ectabliss and defend road blocks on the road from NISCEMI to the south. Each of 
these elements was to bo prepared to assist the lst Infantry Division in seizing 
the FONT OLIVO Airdrome, Three planes cf troops, including the Demolition Section, 
wera tc drop about five miles further east and prepare the demlition of rail and 
road crossings cf the ACATE River. 


The mission assigned the Division less the 505th Combat Team was outlined in 
Field Order #1 of Force 343 (Seventh ammy): 


"(a) 823 Airborne Division (-Dets) concentrate rapidly by successive 
air lifts in SICILY, by DZ7, in either or both the DIME (45th Infantry Divi- 
sion) or JOSS (3rd Infantry Division) areas, as directed. 


"fp) 2nd Battalion, 509th Parachite Infantry, remain in NORTH AFRICA, 
in Force 343 reserve, available for drop missions as directed." 


ae 


In compliance with this order, tho Division devised a Movement Table (Annex 2 
to Field Order #1), under which the 504th Comba Team, as a se ok Ce was aler- 
ted for movement the evening of D-Day; ov, in she event of negati insiructions at 
‘that time, the evoning of DZ, or of any day a TETA Division Headguarters was 
to constitute a third Lift, ready for movement in gliders the evening of D/i, or 
thereafter, The 325th Combat Team and the 80th Airborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 
were to follow by planes and gliders in designated order. 


The 504th Combat Team, under the command of Colonel Reuben He Tucker, incluied 
the following units, under the command of tne officers named: 


504th Probt, Inf. (less 3rd Bn.) (2).-.«-.--..------ ---Col, Reuben H, Tucker 
376th Preht, FA E£n.-.--- — oo te ne ——— Lt, Col, Wilbur M, Griffith 
Co, C, 307th Abn. Page. Bn.----- ——— MÀ Capt. Thomas M, Wight 


The Division Headquarters serial was to include membors of the genoral and 
special staff sections and of the following units: Hu, and Hq. Btry., Div Arty.; 
Div. Hg. Gow; 82nd Abn. Signal Cos; 407th QM Coss 307th Med. Coa; 782nd Ord, Maint. 
Co,; and the 307th Abn Engr, En., all under the comand of Lt. Col. Robert Palmer, 
Division Engineer, 


The Commanding Genera). of the Division, Major General M, B, Ridgway, with a 
Special command party, toarded the MONROVIA, Seventh Army Command Vessel, at 
ALGIERS, July 4, from which he and the party would land at GEL: on D-Day, The 
Commanding General's party included Colonel Re Pe Eaton, Chief of Staff; Lt. Col. 
Gs E. Lynch, G-2; Lt. Col. Ro K. Boyd; G-3; Lt, Col. Re Hs Wienecke, G-4, Lt. Col. 
Frank Moorman, Signal Officer; Major E, S. Adams, Liaison Officer; Capt. Don C, 
Faith, &ide-de-camp; and eleven ‘enlisted. men from the staff sections. 


THE THREE LIFTS 


D-1, the day of the first lift, was, as usual for the time of year in NORTH 
AFRICA, hot and clear, The men of the 50%th Combat Team, stationed near KAIROUAN, 
TUNISIA, lounged in their bivouac area, made last preparations cf arms and equip- 
ment, ate supper at 1600 hciws, and wont to the ten airdromes from which they were 
to take off. ` The 226 Army Transport planes, type C-47, in which they were flown, 
cleared the fields between 2010 and 2116 hours, July 9th. 


The route was by way of JURIATE Island and MALTA, thence directly to the 
Sicilian Coast east of GELA and cver tle various drop zones; and the flight was 
expected to require, including time for air rendezvous, about three hours and 
twenty minutes, 


late in the afternoon the wind off the south coast of SICILY was of gale in- 
tensity. Although it diminished as the evening progressed, the weather continued 
surfiejently rough that an unusually large proportion of the mon were ill in the 
planea, and mush worse; thas tae plane formations were badly samttered, The dif- 
fisulty in avoic ing that consequence was, of courss much enhanced by the darkness 
after 2.30 hours, Dy the absense of inter r-plane communication, and by the extremely. 
lew flying, dicteted by tactical reasons, It is also testified (3) that there 
were some tracer fire cn the pianes, which, although not heavy, was the cause of 
the destruction of at least one plans which was seen to fall in flames, Many of 
the men s'atod they were standing, hooked up, for 30 to 50 minutes while their 
planes searched for the drop zone, In any event, the formt ions were broken, and 
nct only were the drop zones missed by most of the, planes, but also the Combat 
Team as a whole was badly scattered from tho vicinity of GELA to points east of 
MODICA, (4) 


Although eight planes failed to return, the parachutists had cleared them be- 
fore they were lost, Three planes returned with full loads, including one officer 
and fifteen men cf Company A, 505th, and 17 men of Batteries B and C, 456th, All 
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This booklot is ono of a sorics Goscribing 
campaigne in Yorld ‘lar IY by the 82d (All~Anerican) 
Division, others being those describing campaigns in 
NORMANDY, FRANCE, known as Operation "EEPTUNE", tho 
NETHERLANDS, known as Operation "MARKET"; the ARDENNES, 
nore popularly known as the BELGIAN 2ULGEp and CENTRAL 
EUROPE, tho final action. 


In the covrso of these operations tho 82d Air- 
borne Division became the first Anerican Airborne Div- 
ision in action and the only Airborne Division to 
fight in two Theaters of Operations (the North African 
or Mediterranvan, and the European Theatore). Gen- 
eral Officers who served in the 82d Airborne Division 
becime commanders of ovory American Airborne Division 
‘which saw action in World Yar II, and ono becano cor- 
nandor of thé only Arerican Airborne Corps formed dur- 
ing the war. 
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Ihe centents herein sre not to ba considorec as an official after-Action 
Report, This booklet, which couplotes a seriss cf reports on operations of 
the Division, is published primarily for personnel who perticipated in the 
SICILINN and ITALIAN Campaigns, 
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these men, having been completely cloared of responsibility for the failure to 
drop were allowed to participate in the Second Lift, 


The 504th Combat Team, alarted throughout D-Day for the Second Lift, at the 
fields and loaded in the planes, waited while a negative message from General 
Ridgway. was delayed in delivery, but was finally released at 1840, when Colonel 
Clark of tho 524 Wirig decided that it was too late for the mission to be undér- 
taken, Tho next day, D/1, at 1100 hours, orders. were received that the Second 
Lift would be flown that evening. 


This lift comprised 144 planes, and was to proceed to MALTA, thence to the 
southeastern coast of SICILY at SAMPIERE, thonee along the coast to Lake BIVIERE 
Southeast of GELA, thenco inland to the FARELLO Airport, 


Tho air was considerably quieter than two days before; the night was lighted 
by a quarter moon; and the drop zone was behind the lst Division lino. The highest 
hope for a safe crossing seemed justified. Nevertheless, full instructions were 
issued to the commanders of frienäly troops and naval units relating to the flight, 
moming the. route, the time and the objectivo (5). 


The hope was realized until the first planes neared the drop zone. How 
trouble began is best described in a statement made by Captain Willard E. Harrison, 
Company A, 504th Farachute infantry: 


"On the night of July 11-12, 1943, I flew in the leading plane of the 
first serial and reached the coast of SICILY near PUNTA SOCCA at approximately 
2230 hours, thence flew in a northwesterly direction along the coast toward 
GELA.: The left wing plane flew just over the water line, and the squadron of 
9 planes continued perfect formation up to the coast at an altitude of ap- 
proximately 900 feet. lie encountered no fire of any kind until the lead plar 
reached the lake at H30-25 (Lake BIVIERE), when one .50 calibre machine gun, 
situated in the sand dunes several hundred yards from the shore, opened fire. 
AS soon as this firing began, guns along the coast as far as we could see to- 
ward FUNTA SOCCA, opened fire and the naval craft lying off shore, both to- 
wards FUNTA SOCCA and toward GELA, began firing anti-aircraft guns," 


The squadron mentioned by Captain Harrison was not hit, nor wore any of his 
men Tired on in the descent, but the anti-aircraft fire, particularly from naval 
units, grew mare intense, and to it was added fire from machine gunners and rifle- 
men on descending parachutists, and anti-sireraft units.of the Army and Navy later 
declared that bombers had been overhead simuitaneously with our own planes, one of 
which could not be distinguished from the other, In passing through this fire 
many planes were badly damaged and 23 of the 144 were destroyed, The entire for- 
mation was badly scattered, The pilot of one of the planes which did return tota 
of his difficulties: 


"A few minutes before reaching the drop point with the paratroopers, a 
‘shell. smashed into the starboard side of the fuselage and knocked out a hole 
four by six feet while a fragment from the shell slit the aluminum and every 
rib from hele to rudder, Fassing through tho plane the fragment ripped off a 
door as a second ack-e k blast carried away a portion of the left stabilizer. 
The explosions also blew away a large piece of equipment, and the impact was 
so great that it felt like a motor crash in the pilot's cabin, 


"The airplane spun at a right angle and nearly pullei the controls from 
my grasp. For a seson I didn't realize what had happened, then "finding my- 
self out of formation I began a violent evasive action, I saw three planes 
burying on the ground and red tracers everywhere as machine gunners sprayed ue 
‘as if potting a flight of ducks, 


"Meanwhile I had cut into a less dangerous spot to give thé parachutists 
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a fighting chance to reach ground. But I've got to hand it to those boys; 
one, who had been pretty badly hit by shrapnel, insisted on leaping with the 
others although he had been ordered to remain: in the plane." 


One of the more harrowing reports was that of lst Lieutenant C. A, Drew, Com- 
pany F, 504th. His statement shows that some men were lost because warning of 
the flight had not been conveyed to the men of one unit, and others because each 
division then had its own password: (6) 


" I was jump-master in Plane 531, This plane was leading a formatien of 
3 planes and was No. 7 in our Company, The pilot of my plane gave me the 
warning 20 minutes out from the DZ, After the red light cam. on he had to 
ere me the green light in about 1 minutes due to the plane being on firea 


"We jumped into a steady stream of AA fire, and not knowing that they 
were friendly troops. There was 4 men killed and 4 wounded from my Platoon. 
Three of these men were hit coming down and one was killed on the ground be- 
cause he had the wrong password. After landing we found out this bad been 
^ changed to "Think"-- "Quickly", 


"The AA we jumped into was the 180th Infantry of the 45th Division. They 
also were not told we were coming. Later we. found out that the 45th Division 
had been told we were coming but word never had got to the 180th Infantry of 
the 45th Division," 


"Wo tried to reorganize but found we didn't have but 44 men including 3 
officers. We searched all night for the rest of the men. After accounting 
for them we took care of the dead and wounded and started towards our objec- 
tive. We arrived at the 504th CP at 2 o'clock July 12, 1943.” 


"About 75 yards from where I landed, Hlane No. 915 was hit and burned. 
To my knowledge, only the pilot and three men got out. The pilot was thrown 
through the window." 


"Another plane was shot down on the beach and another plane was down. bur- 
ning about 1,000 yards to my front. Altogether there were three planes I 
know of being shot down." 


of the 23 destroyed planes, ‘fortunate ly only six were shot down before the | 
parachutists had jumped. One of the six carried five officers and fifteen men of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company; SOùth; one carried three officers and fif- 
teen men of Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 504th; and four carried one. 
officer and thirty-two men of Battery C, 376th; a total of 9 officers and 62 men. 
Miraeulously, some of these survived, Lieutenant Colonel La Ge Freeman, Executive 
Officer, 504th, two other officers and twelve men survived--eleven of them wounded 
when their plane erash-landod. lst Lieutenant M C. Shelly, Headquarters Company, 
2nd Battalion, Solith, was thrown clear of his plane when it crashed, all other. oc- 
cupants being killed. One of tne Battery C planes was shot down at sea, carrying 
all its nine parachutists down with it, but from the other three there were five 
men saved by their reserve chutes; two struggled- out of their plane after it had 
been twice hit and was afire; ‘three were ‘actually blown clear as theif planes were 
demolished by ack-ack. 


One of the planes lost on its return flight, and of which no remains have been 
found, carried. as an off icial observer Brigadier. General Charles L. Keerans, Jr., 
Assistant Division: Commander. 


In the returning planes were four dead arid six wounded parachutists, and eight 
full loads which had not been given an opportunity to jump. These included ten 
Officers, two warrant officers and ninety-five men (7). 
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The dispersion was as great as that of the 505th, men being dropped practi- 
cally as far east, and others being dropped west of GELA, 


The following day; D/2, gliders were loaded and men of the Division Headquar. 
tors serial ready to embark, when an order was recoived from Force 141 (15th Army 
Group) canceling all projected moverents by air, (8). The possibility was left 
open of a moverent by sea, but no decision was made known until Division Head qua- 
ters notified the 524 Wing at 1000 July 16, that the Third Lift would be carried 
to SICILY by plane and landed at FONTE OLIVO Airdrome, taking off at 1315 hours 
that same day. It cleared the fields on schedule, ina flight of 51 planes, es- 
corted by fighters, and flew direct to SICILY by way of PANTELLARTA, All planes 
arrived safely, about 1515 hours. 


GUERRILLA WePARE 


The scattered fashion in which Combat Team 505 was dropped made fully organi- 
zed combat impossible, . Of all its elements only "I" Company, less one plane, 
jumped on an assigned drop zone; but "I" Company is credited with having accomp- 
lished its mission, with reducing à blockhouss and several pillboxes and taking a 
great many prisoners, 


Most of the men upon landing found themselves alone or near only one other or 
a few of their comrades, Those who were not already pinned down by fire immedia- 
tely set out to find others; and during the remainder of the night, the great 
majority sudeeeded in grouping themselves into three or fours at least (although 
frequently members of such groups were from different units), and sometimes into 
groups of platoon size or larger, Indeed, tho 2d Battalion Serial was almost 
entirely assembled within twelve hours of landing. l 


Thus the fighting was begun and continued by groups of all sizes and composi- 
tions, and against a variety of objectives, On one occasion on the lith at BIAZZA 
Ridge between GELA and VITTORIA an important engagement was fought against a sub- 
stantial force of the Hermann Goering Division by 200-300 paratroopers lod by 
Colonel Gavin. At several points, groups of platoon size made planned attacks on 
strong points or ambushed enemy columns. On many more occasions, individuals or 
Small groups, seeking at once to avoid capture, to find their units, and to do as 
much dumage to tho enemy as possible, chanced onto pillboxes, couriers, vehicles, 
and small garrisons, killed or captured the enemy, or fought him off and retired, 
Such getion can be described only in its individual instances, as it occurred. 


One case of two paratroopers igolated in enemy territory is so vividly told 
by a principsl that it is here re-produced in his own words (9). 


"ie. first received the order to stand up and hook up just off the coast. 
Just over the beach we ran into AA fire. Our plane kept diving and banking. 
The pilot passed th word down the line to jump on the red light. At the 
time the word reached Lieutenant Mills (10) the red light flashed on. We 
Started out, Just as I got to the door our plane was hit. I was knocked 
back against the opposite side of the ship. I finally got out. Where we 
landed there were a couple of pillboxos burning from the bombing raid. 


"We started to assemble in an orchard when the artillery opened up on uS, 
That didn't last long, We assembled and found out that we had one man, Cpl. 
len, had broken his leg, We wrapped him in a chute ond hid him in a vine 
patch. We left him with 2 riggers. 


"Lieutenant Mills got his bearings and told us what the score vas. We 
had dropped i5 miles from the right DZ in enemy territory. We got our wea- 
pons and marched down the road. We heard somebody yelling and a whirring © 
sound like an auto stuck in the mud. I don't know why but we marched right 
into them, Wo walked across a bridge, As we reached the end we heard some- 
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one yelled helt. It was tho Hienies.. Lieutenant Mills said, "Ground equipment 
and jump over the bridge," He no sooner said that than they opened fire on 
us. We ran intoa vine patch and hid. They shot flares in the air and tried 
to pick us off, They tossed grenades and fired their guns into the patch. 
Pvts. Boggs, Wright and I wore. cut of? from the rest. We started to run and 
were chased and fired on, lie lost Wright somewhoro. Boggs and I hid ina 
cane break for an hour or two. 


"We got disgusted and. decided to work our way back to the DZ about 3 
miles away. We started: and changed our minds again and headed due north. the 
Way we were ambuchcd. I had a compass ard we. A towards. what we thought 
was GSLA, About noon we. Ren a German patrol, Just 2 men, We were afraid 
to fire on them berauss the range was too great for a carbine, We ducked 
them and later came acr 'c38 a gun set upon a hill. We looked it over. but 
couldn't make it out so we avoided it and started up tho RR tracks. 


"I seen someone on the skyline and started up the.hill. I secn it was an 
American G.I. He had me covered with a „50 ealibre so I started yelling. It 
was a lst Division man. They took us to tho assembly area." 


In another case, two plane loads of Company "B", 307th Airborne Engineer Bat- 
talion, landed 15 miles northeast of the drop zemo, md were joined by ono plane 
load of Company "A", 505th. They spent the reminder of the night Searching for 
the àrop zones and eutt ting telegraph wires, and just before dawn, dug in at a road 
intersection, The rest of their story is told as follows: 


"at 0530, a Gorman motoreyelo containing 3 passengors. pulled up to the 
erossroads und Stopped. The passengers were killed. Another motorcycle ar- 
rivod 15 minutes later and likeviso caught under fire and the occupants . 
«killed, The men were then assembled and moved out in the general direction 
of tho DZ, Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up two 
equipment chutes which were spotted.a half mile away. The reminder con» ^ 
tinued on ani took up a position on ground comaanding the two valleys. Here 
contact was made with elements of Company "G", end defensive positions were. 
set up. During the afternoon, 20. Battalion, 180th Infantry, 45th Division, 
arrived at the hii! The men, attached themselves to it and remained with it 
for threo nights arid two days: During this period of. time additional para- 
chutist drifted in end became part of their organization." 


One of tho most depends jal victories was accomplished by lst, Lieutenant F. 
E. Thomas, Company "1". 504th. without blocdshed. While. with several men under 
his command being served a meal by i friendly civilians, he was surprised and . 
covered by the weapons cf a small German force Which had three disabled tanks in 
the vicinity,. including one Mari VI, Lieutenant Thomas resorted to reason with 
his captor, pointing cat the inevitability of Allied victory and the futility. of 
his captors' efforts. Yt Sucnsd out that among the Germans there was one severely 
Wounded man far. when the leader desired the excellent medical aid which he knew 
the Americans could atford, Consequently an understand. ing was reached. The 
Americans being released and given custody of the wounded man, promised to secure 
him immediate medical treatment, The Germans put their tanks out of commission, 
abandoned them, and departcü in the opposite direction. 


‘A vastly different sort of Action involving a lst Battalion group is narrated 
by Jack Thompson, Chicago Tribune correspondent. who. jumped with the First Lift: 


"One group of the lst Battalion, including Lieutenant, Colonel. Arthur 
Gorham, lanied À miles south of NISCEMI,. about 2 1/2 miles from the scheduled 
DZ. Tisy were juss east of a very sturdy, thiok-wallod farmhouse which had. 
been conver? bed inte a military fort nelà by 60 men with 4 heavy machine guns 
and 6 lights, it was woll wir ced. in with trenel defenses, . Goloné] Gorham _ 
ordered ‘an assault ou the House and i$ was organized and led by Captain Edwin 
Sayre (11) and 22 men. Their first attack was launched at 2 o'clock in the 
morning, They held up bhea until they attacked agsin just before dawn, with 
rifles, grenades, one 60rm morsar and a bazooka. They forced the Italians 
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back out of the trenchos and into tho kouse and attacked the house with gren- 
adese Sayre led the assault, carrying one hand grenade in his. teeth and am- 
other im his left hand, and with his carbine in his right hand... It wasn't 
until after they had taken the farmhouse ‘that he discovered the man who was 
covering liim was covering him with a trench knife and not a tommy gun as he 
Kad thought. A rifle grenade fired at.about ten feet blew open the door, 
but tho door swing shut again, Sayre walked up, threw open thé door, and 
pitched a hand grenade inside. ' They found a total of 15 dead and took 45 pris 
oners, Some of whom were Germans, Four paratroops wore wounded, one of whom 
lator died, The house soon came under fire from an 88 and Col. Gorham with- 
drew his men back to another hill and it wasn't until two days later that 
they were able to reenpture tho farmiouse." 


This group later made contact with the ist Division, and joined the 2nd Bhe, 
16th Inf., with which they fought two days until rePieved. In resisting an enemy 
attack while with the 16th Inf., parntroopers succeeded with their rocket-launcher: 
in stopping several tank$. It was in such an net at this time that Lt. Col. l 
Arthur Gorham, C.0., lst En., was killed. This episode is also related by Ir. 
Thorns ons. Noi | 


"The position where Gorhamís men wero at that. time acting as assault troops 
with the 16th Infantry, with whom they had made contact, came under heavy 
attack by Mark VI and Mark IV tenks and enemy ortillory, as well as ex- 
tremely heawy machine gun fire, Col. Gorham was killed by a shell from a. 
Mark VI while firing a bazooka at tho tanks on the nearby road. Captain 
Comstock (12), Medical Officer, ran to his aid and was wounded by the next 
shell burst. Lt. Doan McCandless (13), who Was nearby, ran up to help the 
wounded doctor ard called for Corporal Thomas Higgins (14) to get a jeep and 
evacuate him. Higgins ran a ‘quarter of a mile through a concentration. of 
machine gun fire until ho found a jeep. The driver was reluctant to go into 
this fire so Higgins was joined by a paratroop cook, Private Bernard Williams 
(15) The two of them drove tho jeep under fire back to the hill and with the 
aid of Lt. MoCandloss evacuated Captain. Comstock and the body of Qol. 
Gorham." 


Another ist Hn. group, dropped about 50 miles east of GELA, occupied and held. 
the town of NOTO$ and a third group, consisting of 12 men from the lst Brie, pr- 
tisipated in the capture of RAGUSA, v ' 


A group.of about lO men of the Headquerters Sorial, including men from two 
plütoens ef Engineers, under the command of lst Lieutenant H. H. Swingler, Head- 
quarters Commandant, aecupied early in the morning of the 10th an area of high 
ground command ing the road net leading inland from the 45th Division beaches, and 
is credited with greatly facilitating the landing of that Division. They destroye: 
one armored vehicle as it approached the beach, cut off advance clements seeking 
to retire before the lbth's attack, reduced several pillboxes, and themselves cap- 
tured 5 officers.and 96 men. This same group joined Colonel Gavin on the llth in 
time to participate in the action at BIAZZA Ridge. 


Although the 2d Patitalion serial landed south of RAGUSA, 25 miles from its 
drop zone, and was attacked before reaching the ground, a large part of the Serial 
was assembled under its CO, Major Alexander, by noon the 10th. Even during that 
morning, it was engaged in attacking enemy positions near 6, GROCE--GAMERINA, wher 
it took 45 prisoners. Thence, it advanced on the town itself, occupied it after 
a Short but hard fight, and captured 14) more prisoners and a great deal of equip- 
rent, After a. third victorious skirmish east of the city, it bivouaked, reorgani- 
zed the hext day, and marched. west. on the 12th to join CT Headquarters. 


Two and one-half miles southeast of NISCEMI a group of men from the 3à Hattar 
lion, 504th, under Lieutenant Willis J. Ferrill, Company "I", ambushed a force of 
350 Germans from the Hermann Goering Division, who were retreating up the road. 

The paratroopers, Whe by the end of the afternoon of D Day numbered 110, 
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had taken up a defensive position on a hill, They had already shot up a German 
patrol, andone small group had demolished an Italian patrol, killing l4. Eleven 
of these Italians were killed by two privates, Shelby R. Hord (16) and Thomas E, 
Iane (17). On the following day efter Ferrill's force had begun to increase, it 
was in position on a hill at noon when an enemy column was observed coming up the 
road from the south, With the Germans were several American prisoners., Lieutenant 
Ferrill withheld fire until the Germans were almost opposite his position, Then 
at noon the Germans suddenly halted for a ten-minute break. The Americans waited 
until the Germans started to get up and put on their packs, and then fired on them 
with devastating effect, The battle lasted all afternoon. It was joined by two 
enemy tanks which shelled the Americans from the far-off hills. Late in the after. 
noon a German lieutenant came up the hill with a white flag to arrange a surrender. 
but when he saw the Americans were parachutists he refused to surrender and went 
down the hill agains Then the battle was resumed and lasted until dusk, when the 
Germans withdrew, leaving 50 dead. The cost to the Americans was 5 killed and 15 
wounded. The hill from which the Americans fought was identified on the map as 
CaSTLE NOCERA. 


Of the 34 Battalion Serial, 505th, 45 men under lst Lieutenant F, Willis, Bat. 
tery C, 456th, joined forward elements of the 180th Infantry, and served with them 
as assault troops; and 60 others, with 3 guns of the 456th, were the first troops 
to enter VITTORIA. It was on this occasion that lst Lieutenant William J. Harris, 
34 Battalion Headquarters Company, taken prisoner by the Italians, persuadéd the 
garrison commander of the futility of resistance, and induced him to surrender him 
self and his command of 80 men on the spot. 


The largest part of the 3d Battalion,180 men under Major Krause, were the 
backbone of tho force which fought a battalion of the Hermann Goering Division at 
BIAZZA Ridge. 


BIAZZA Ridge is a prominence about 12 miles west of VITTORIA on the GELA High- 

Way. Colonel Gàvin, approaching it the morning of the llth from the direction of 
VITTORIA with the 5d Battalion force mentioned above, was warned of the presence 
of Germans, He succeeded in compelling them to retire from the ridge and in oc- 
cupying tho crest of it, but after an attempt to continue his advance, decided to 
organize the high ground and to be prepared to defend it against counter-attack. 
During the day throe 75m pack howitzers, two 57mm anti-tank guns from the 45th 
Division, and a few rocket launchers were assumbled. 


The expected enomy counter-attack with tanks--Mark IV's and Mark VI's was 
made shortly after noon, and surged within 50 yards of the detachment's CP. One 
tank was knocked ‘out by a 751m pack, and much aid was rendered by 155mm guns of 
the 45th Division and Navy 5 inchers. A last-ditch defense finally forced the 
enemy to withdraw for a reorganization. 


In the meantime, about 1900, Lieutenant Swingler and his group arrived, and 
also 11 General Shermans, making possible an American attack at 2030 which comple- 
tely routed the Germans and gave the detachment undisputed possession of the Ridge ` 


Ameviean losses in this action were 43 killed and 100 wounded. at least 50 
enemy dead were left on the field, and 50 prisoners taken, Two German armored 
cars and one tank were knocked out; twelve .6-inch mortars, and many machine guns, 
small arms.and vehicles taken. A calibes .50.crou of Battery D, 456th, was credi- 
ted with the destruction of three Mo 109's, which attacked the position. 


After burying the dead the morning of tho 12th, the force proceeded toward 
GELA, (18). l 
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REORGANIZATION 


-The beach assault had begun at 0245.July loth. At 0730 General Ridgway and 
Captain Faith went ashore to seek the drop zones and elements of the 505th, but 
succeeded in finding only Company "I", 505th, and in learning that Company "A" was 
in contact with the CP of. the 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry. This CP, and also that 
of the lst Division, was visited later in the day by Lieutenant Colonels Lynch and 
Boyd, who debarked at 1700, just after General Ridgway's return. 


Contact with the 505th Command Post was not made on the 10th or llth, nor was 
any substantial progress made in reassembly of the combat team on those days, At 
0830 on the 11th an order was sent Division Rear that the 504th should be flown 
across that evening, and during the remainder of the day the MOIROVIA party was 
occupied preparing for the arrival. A message was sent Seventh army requesting 
notification of all friendly troops, and one to Division Rear to apprise the Wing 
of the great dispersion of the 505th, Arrangements were made for raticns and 
water from the lst Division, and immediato medical treatmntat the drop zone by 
‘the 51st Medical Battalion. 4 Division CP was set up ashore at 1500 hours, about 
3 miles southeast of GELA and one mile from the coast. 


. While General Ridgway and staff waited on tho FARELLO landing field, the 
first elements of the 504th came down at 2250, July llth, and by 0715 the noxt >- 
morning Colonel Tucker had arrived at the CP, In the meant ime, word came indirect- 
ly that a number of members of the 505th were in the vicinity of RAGUSA. Neverthe- 
less at 0755 on the leth, General u was compelled to report to the Seventh 
Army: 


"No formed element of Combat Team 505 under my control. Expect some to- 
day based on lst Division reports. Elements of Combat Team 504 dribbling in. . 
At present one battery 75 pack howitzer and equivalent of one infantry com- 
pany available for use...ÀAmn SOSE TEL all efforts on EROEBNIERS IR? 


His expectations in regard to the 505th were not realized that day, however; 
and the 504th "dribbled in" only enough that the first G-1 Report to Seventh Mid 
at 1730 could list present for the 504th 37 officers and 518 mon. 


Colonel Gavin reached the Division OP July 13 at 0900, end conti tho . 
location of 1200 troops under his command. Henceforth, reassembly proceoded more 
‘rapidly, so that at 1800 hours, Captain Alfred W, Ireland, S-1 of tho 505th, could 
report a total strength of 1648. Information from other units, particularly Ist 
Division artillery and the h5th Divisicn, facilitated the location of troops and 
a G-J. Report to tho Seventh army showed Division strength in SICILY as 3024 at- 
midnight July 13. This figure grew to 3790 at midnight. July 14, almost completing 
the reassembly of forward porsounel which had not become casualties. With the 
acquisition of 426 officers and men of the Third Lift, the total Division strength 
in SIEILY was only 4309 at 2400 July 17, and 4390 at 2400 July 27. ; 


Thus, out of 5307 men in the first. two lifts, 3024 represented the total 
strength July 13th, 3720 on July 11th. | Out of 5733 in the three lifts, 1309 re- 
presented the total strength july 17th, and 4390 on July 27. Subtracting the 426 
brought in the Vhivd Lift from the sirength for the 17th. there had been an in- 
crease in the stre agth of. the two combat teams of only 93 mon in three days from 
July A3th-17 the 


. AS the reassembly progressed, preparations for action were being madc. The 
3à Battalion, 504th, rejoined the 504th Combat. Team. The Division CP was moved on 
July 13th two miles noth toa. point near Highway.115, and the 504th and 505th as- 
seily. arcas were maintaihel close at hand, À requost was medo July 15th for the 
movement of the Third Lift with fighter .escort,. which bore fruit the following day 
The great problem of. transportat ion. for a Division which had. been ablo to bring 
almost nono af its own (19) was met by the procurement July 16 from Provisional 
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Corps of twanty-four 2 1/2 ton trucks and sevon 1/4 ton trucks, which were ro- 
tained throughout tho following operations, and from tho 39th Combat Team of 
eighty-throe2 1/2 and 3/4 ton trucks which were retained only for the movement 
frau GELA to PALMA. (20) A basie load of ammunition, acquired before leaving thc 
GELA area, sufficeä for the entire campaign on which the Division was about to em- 
bark. | l 


These preparations had proceeded unđer Seventh army orders to reassemble and 
reorganize in army reserve. At noon the 15th, a directive was received from 
Seventh army, ordering the 824 Airborne Division to assemble with attached troops 
in the PALMA DI MONTECHLRO area, to relieve elements of the 3à Division in that 
area by dark, July 19th, and to be prepared to advance west, The projected zone 
of action of the Division was a coastal strip including Highway 115 and extending 
5-10 miles inland, until, in the vicinity of the VERDURA River, wost of RIBERA, 
the right boundary, shared with the 34 Division, turned north to PALERMO, The 


left boundary was the sea, 


The movement west from the assembly area near GELA began by truck shuttle at 
0600 July 17th and carried that evening to a new area about 5 miles west of PALMA, 
with the 504th Combat Team and most of Division Headquarters moving in the first 
serial, the 505th and the remainder of Division Headquarters in the second. On 
the 17th, at 1100 hours, Frovisional Corps directed immediate relief of the 3d 
Division in the 824 Division zons, pursuant to which tho 39th Combat Team was 
moved the evening of the 17th onto the high ground east of AGRIGENTO, from which 
it advanced at dawn the 18th through AGRIGENTO and PORTO EMFEDOCLE, where the 34 
Division had been engeged the day before. Early in tho morning of the 18th, ele- 
ments of the 39th wore astride Highway 115 at REALMONTDL, This position they se- 
cured, occupying the high ground in that vicinity and patrolling to tho CANNE 
River, Behind the 39th Combat Team, the Division CP was moved 2 miles wost of 
FORTO EMPEDOCIE on the afternoon of the 18th and the 504th moved to an area near 
RESLMONTE, immediately behind the line of the 39th, from which it could undertake 
an advance the next day, 


Although the 34 Division had met some resistance and taken a great many 
prisoners in AGRIGENTO, not even the 39th Combat Team patrols ever gained contact 
with the cnemy, and the 824 moved forward during the 17th and 18th entirely with- 
out molestation. 


THE CAMPAIGN 


The orders under which the 82à's campaign to the west were about to begin 
were tho Provisional Corps Field Order #1, issued at 1500 July 18, directing the 
Division to advance by 0800 tho 19th from the REALMONTE Line, and the Division 
Field Order #2 of tho samo day, directing Conbat Team 504 to relieve Combat Team 
39 by 0800 tho 19th, secure crossings over tno CANNE River by daylight and con- 
tinue westward. Battery A of tho 824 Armored Field artillery Battalion and Bat- 
tery A& B of the 83rd Chemical Battalion were attached to Combat Team 504 for 
this mission. 


Prospects of resistance were assessed in the Intelligence annex of the Divi- 
Sion Ficid Order in these words: "At this time no known organized fighting forces 
are located to the imm:ciate west on the route of advance of this Division." 


actually, some eloments of Combat Team 504 were at REALMONTE by noon the 18th, 

before the formal orders were issuod. The entire Combat Team, moving by marching 
and. truck shuttle. assembled there during the day, and secured before dark the 
CANNE oc ossings and the high ground to tho west. At: 0300 the 19th, troops of the 
24 Battalion, 504th, were in MONTALLEGRO; at 0900 at the PLATANI River; at 1015 

at the MAGGAZCLO River: and at 1200 had occupied RIBERA, Before 2100, they had 
reached. and were stopped by the Coros phase lino halfway between RIBERA and 
OCIACCA, Every phase of the advance, and of subsequent advances as well, was led 
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in person by General Ridgway, who kept himself in personal touch with the recon- 
naissance elements, the point, and the advance guard command, ‘ 


This headlong progress had almost been retarded by enemy destruction the pre- ` 
vious day of the highway bridge across tho CANNE River, in what was reported by the 
Commanding Officer, Jå Battalion, 39th Infantry, as "the best job of demolition 
seen in a long time. Requiros a major enginsering job." But a by-pass for heavy 
vehicles around the demolished bridge was completed by a 307th Airborne Engineer 
Battalion detachnent under Lieutenant Colonel Palmer at 0400 the 19th, aided by a 
detachment of the 17th Engineer Battalion, Armored, of the 2d Armored Division, 


Active enemy resistance during the entire day was extrenely light. The only 
exceptions wore brief mizhine gun Tire, just cast of RIBERA end machine gun and 
light artillery fire at the VERDURA River, encountered by detachments of the Divi- 
sion Reconnaissance Platoon under lst sn 5 Roland Hudson, ande of tho B24 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, operating on our front under Corps order. No 
casualties were suffered in either case, and in the former: the enemy surrendered 
almost as soon asthe fire was returned, 


The latter resistance wes somewhat more determined, It began about 1400 
hours, when HE shells fell noar the Rooonnaissaneo vehicles. The vehicles deployed 
off tho highway, the 75mm and four 37um guns of the 824 Armored detachment under- 
taking counter-battery fire and the ¿50 calibre machine guns of the Division 
Platoon moving toward the railroad line to the south to engege machine gun em- 
placements. As accurate fire was brought to bear on them, the personnel of one 
enemy gun after another raised a white flag; and at the end of an hour all resis- 
tance had ceased. In the course of it, ten Italians had been killed and 250 cap- 
tured, along with four 75um and six horm guns, and a much larger number of machine 
guns, 


The point of the 24 Battalion, 504th, eame under light arms fire for a few 
minutes just west of RIBERA, but without being caused delay or casualties. The re- 
connaissance elements discovered a mine field just east of RIBERA in conjunction 
with a road block, and another just west of tho town at a railroad crossing, all of 
which werd removed without mishap. The only Division casualties during the day re- 
sulted. from a general strafing.of the entire column on throe different occasions by 
2 to 5 Me. 110!'s. Five mon of Company E, 305th, and two men of the 24 Battalion, 
504th, were wounded, 


Àt the enà of bhe day, Combat Team 504 had secured ‘the phase line halfway 
from RIBERA to SCIACCA, The artillery, all then under Division control, which had 
moved into the PLATANI VATLEY iu the afternoon, was in position west of RIBERA and 
registered. Combat Team 505 was assembicd just northeast of RIBERA; and Combat 
Team 39 at SICULIANA, (2) An advance of 25 miles had been made and 500 prisoners . 
taken at a cost of 7 casuaitics. 


Substantielly, all the circumstences of the advance on the 19th,the promptness 
and rapidity of it, the token resistance and voluntary surrender of isolated enemy 
garrisons were repeated on the 20th, with a few minor variations. 


At 0450 the 20th. the Division relayed to Combat Team.504 the Corps order to 
proceed at 0600 to the next phase line, The advance began on schedule, and loading 
elements ontered SCIACCA at 0925, but the preparation of a difficult by-pass 
around a demolished bridge où the western outskirts of. SCIACCa and the removal of 
minos in. that vicinity so delayed the main body that it did not pass through the 
city until about noon, There the 2d Battalion, then leading, was turned north on 
tho SAN MARGHERITA Road with TUMMINELLO as’ Sko night's objective, and Combat Team 
504 (-2d Battalion) continued west on Highway 115 toward MENFI, which was entered 
at 1800. By nightfall the 2d Battalion reached a point about 8 miles north of 
SCIACCA, Both sides were somewhat delayed during the afternoon by small minefields 
in road-beds, and the lst Battalion, 504th, leading from SCIACCA to MENFI, was 
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fired on briefiy by a battery of 75mm guns, which were quickly captured, 


Combat Team 505 had spent the day securing the right flank and rear by pat- 
rolling the roads north from RIBERA. Batteries of the 376th, 34th and 624 Field 
Artillery (22) had been called into action briefly on enemy batteries, pillboxes, 
and personncl east of SCIACCA; and the 307th airborne Engineer Battalion had pre- 
pared the by-pass at SCIACCA, and removed the mine-fields on three sides of the 
city. ` 


The advance during the day was 15-20 miles; the number of prisoners taken ap- 
proximately 1,000; and our own casualties, two. - (23) North of SCIACCA was dis- 
covered an abandoned German bivouac area and anti-aircraft position, and a large 
Italian quartermaster dump. 


The order of the day, July 21, was to proceed to and secure a line on the 
BELLICE River in the Division's zono, there to protect the right flank of the 2d 
Armored Division as it moved north along the west bank of tho BELLICE to PALERMD. 


The 24 Battalion, 504th, which had stopped about five miles short of TUMMI- 
NELLO the night before, resumed its advance the morning of the 2lst and reached 
TUMMINELLO at 0800, The enemy, prepared at this roint ina strong natural posi- 
tion, resisted with the fire of a battery of 75um guns, two 90mm guns and small 
arms for a period of 15-30 minutes, killing 6 and wounding 8 wien of Company F. 

But by 0830, as soon as a flanking party approached the position, it was captured 

with all its personnel and equipment. Two abandoned light Renault tanks, apparent. 
ly in good condition, were discovered by the Division Reconnaissance Platoon north 
of TUMMINELLO, 


The responsibility for continuing the advance from this point to the BELLICE 
had been assigned Conbat Tcam 505. With the 2d Pattalion leading, it had set out 
at 0300 from a bivouac arca one mile east of SCIACCA, and it marched continuously 
that day without food or resupply of water until the objective was attained- a 
distance of 23 miles. The 24 Battalion passed through the 2d Battalion, 504th, at. 
TUMMINELLO at 0930; occupied Sail MARGHERITA at 1140; and was organizing its posi- 
tions on the BELLICE at 1500. Company I was diverted eastward at SAN MsRGHERITA to 
occupy SAMBUCA, and one platoon of Company G, westward to occupy MONTEVAGO. In 
carrying out this last mission, the platoon came under very brief machine gun fire; 
but except for this and the engagement at TUMMINELLO no resistance was encountered 
by tho Division throughout the day; nor was any contact whatsoever established 
north of SAN MARGHERITA, At 1350 the Combat Team 505 occupied the SCIACBA Airdrome 
about ten miles north of the city, where it captured 175 prisoners and took posses- 
sion of 30 airplanes and several field pieces, wost of which were badly dameged. 


At tho end of the day the 2d Battalion, 504th, was occupying SAMBUCA; the 2d 
and 3d Pattalions, 505th, were protecting the highway bridges over the BELLICE 
near MONTEVAGO and north of SAN MARGHERITA, and Securing the general area to the 
north and northwest; the lst Battalion, 505th, was established just north of SAN 
MaRGEERITÀ: and Combat Team 504 was be ing moved into the same area from MENFI. 

The Reconnaissance Platoon had entered SALAPARUTA and GIBELLINA without resistance, 
and the Division wasprepared to move on an hour 's notice either in support of the 
2d armored Division's PALERMO drive, or to the westward extremity of the island. 


The day's advance had netted 15 miles at a cost of 14 casualties. 1515 
prisoners had beon taken and much stores and equipment in addition to that already 
mentioned, 


The Division being in Corps reserve, the same positions were maintained 
throughout the 22nd, with no act ivity except unevontful patrolling to the north and 
east, (24) but all preparations were made for immediate resumption of the advange. 


Corps orders wero received at 0830 July 23 to "move without delay to seize 
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TRAPANI and the above-mentioned. held portion of SICILY, (that west of line CASTEL- 
LAMARE--MAZZARA)," and fce tnat purpose attaching to tho Division, Task Force X, 
consisting of Combat Team 2°, the 77va Fiejd artillery Battalion, and the ist, 34, 


and 4th Reconnaissance Battalions, 


Task Force X, which was scattered between CASTELVETRANO and MAZTZARA. ‚was | 
ordered north along the coast road from MAZZ4RA to seize MARSALA, and north from 
there to a point about six miles south of TRAPANI, Combat Team 505, with the 37611 
and 34th Field artillery Bottalions and the 20th Engineer Battalion, was to be 
moved by truck to TRUPANI: und Combat Team 504, using the same vehicles, shuttled | 
back from TRAPANI to SaN MoRGIDA ITA, was to bo moved to CaSTELLAMWARE and ALCANO, 


Tho 33 Battalion, 505th, departed IDNTEV.GO at 1130, procecdoQ by way of 
PARTANNA, SANMI NINFA and SALEMI to Highway 113. ana thence west toward TRAPANI. 
All along the route, which west af SANDA NINFA had been traversed by no other 
Allied troops, tho local population competed with cach other in their expressions 
of gool will. In the towns the roads were lined with people who not only shouted 
their approval and showed in one place a prepared sign: "Welcome Liberators", but 
who also showered the vehicles with fruit, bread and chocolate, much of which had 
been pilfered from abandoned Italian military stores, 


In spite of these popular greatings, at about 1600 hours when shortly east of 
TRAPNI, the Division encountered a strong position defense. On the outskirts of 
the city the reconnaissance vehicles found road blocks and mine fields anc immedia. 
tely thereafter were met with machine gun fire, By tho time the acvance guard had 
fanned out to return the fire effootivoly, the enemy here began an artillery bar- 
rage from the mountain north of the city and a hill southwest of it onto the high- 
Way, vhich he maintained almost constantly for 2-3 homs, (25) The 34th and 
376th Field artillery Battalions and the 894 Chemiaal (4.2 Morvar) Battalion re- 
turned the fire; and the 3d Battalion, 505th, advanced on the gun positions, which 
surrendered before dark. In spite of this impressive artillery duel, the only ` 
Division casualty of the afternoon was a bazooka operator who sustained a burn fro 
his own weapon. 


A treaty of surrender was immediately dictated by General Ridgway to 4dmiral, 
Manfredi, Commanier of the TRAPANI district, requiring cessation of resistance, ^ 
preservation of stores, and the posting of a guard on all military and naval pro- 
pety, In addition to Admiral Marfvedi, Beigedier General Antonio Sodero, who was 
to have succeeded the aCmiral in tho command of tho district, and 2639 other pri- 
soners were taken during the evening of the 23d and the day of the 24th, in and 
around the city of TRAPANI, «an uncouted amount of guns and other military and 
naval material and stores were also taken. 


‘During the afternoon of the 23d, Colonel Tucker and a reconnaissance party 
from Combat Team 50} entered CASTELLAMARE, and the main body followed the next day 
on the return of the transportation from TRARANI, On the morning of the 24th 
Combat Team 504 proceeded to the occupation of ALCAMO; and Company A and the 2d 
Battalion, 505th, to that of SAN VITO} and 505th patrols contacted Task Force X 
patrols at PACECO; all without enemy resistance. Meanwhile Task Force X had oc- 
cupied MiRuilu (25a), and had taken 6856 prisoners in the CASTELVETRANO- MARSALA 
areas r ; 


Nothing remined but to police. the occupied area and garrison it against the 
possibility of enemy counterattack, assemble captured ‘stores, and gather in strage- 
ling prisoners; but this was to be tho work of many days: Prisoners wero Still be- 
ing picked up and drifting in from isolated outposts weeks later (26). ünemy bar- 
racks and stores, whi:h were being looted even as the Division entered the area, 
were first put under guard and the fool stores. later" appropriated to feed prisoners 
Among the food stores taken were 28,000 hard. rations from one warehouse, 700 pounds 
of beef, 2,090 pounds of sugar, 500 pounds coffee, cand 400 gallons of tomato pasto. 
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(27) Of the vehicles taken, 62 were in suitable condition to use (28). Weapon: 
and ammunition were dumped, and passedthrough the proper ordnance channels, 


The EGaDI ISLaNDS-FAVIGNANa, LEVANZO, and MaRETTIMO situated 10-20 miles 
off TRAPANI, which had been out of communication with the mainland since the 
234, surrendered July 29th to Captain Richard Gerard of the G-3 Section and lst 
Lieutenant Louis P, Testa, P.W. I., who apprcached FAVIGNANA in a soil boat and 
negotiatcd the surrender with Lieutenant Colonel Silvio Gerralunga. The popu- 
lation of the Islands is about 6000; their aarrison vas nearly 1000. 


In each of the two phases of its participation in the SICILIAN CAMPAIGN th 
: Division had served effectively. In the first, it was prevented from achieving 
its specifically assigned mission; but at tho cost of many casualties (29) it 
engaged elements of the Hermann Goering, 15th Panzer, 4th Livorno and 54th 

‘ Napoli Divisions, and of tne 206th Üoastal Division. . Major General J. M, Swing, 
.Commanding General, llth Airborne Division and airborne advisor to General 
Eisenhower, declared that the work of the airborne troops advanced the progress 
of the beach assault by two days, 


In the second phase, both the opposition and the Division's own casualties 
were ineomparably ligrter, The only elenents of divisional strength encoun- 
tered were the 2020, 207th, and 203th Coastal Divisions, although there were a 
large number of supporting vnits. Tue Division 108% one officer and six men 
killed, and sixteen men wounded, In five Gays of campaigning during the course 
of this phase, it advanced more than one hundred miles through enemy territory, 
and took prisoner or occupied the territory in which it later rounded up a tota 
of 23,191 officers and men, . 


In recognition of this service General Ridgway received the following let- 
tor from Major General Geoffrey Keyes, commanding the Zrovisional Corps, of 
which the 82d airborne Division had served as a part: 


SEVENTH UNITED STATES ARMY. 
HEADQUARTERS FROVISIONAL CORES 
2.0, 758 


24 July 1943 


Major General M. B. Ridgway 
Commanding 82d airborne Division 
A. P.O. 469. : 


My dear General Riägvay; 


With the remarkably rapid and successful conclusion. of the mission 
assigned the Provisional Cerps of the Seventh amny in. the operation to capture 
Fadermo and the Western portion of the island of Sicily, I wish to express to. 
you and your splendid division, together with the attached unit 8, my admiration 
fa feats mecomplished. : 


The rapid assembly and organization of your force of mixed units, and 
their more rapid advance on each objective to include the important city and 
locality of Trapani, reflects great credit upon you, your staff and your men. 


It is an honor for me to be privileged to command the Provisional Corps 
composed of such fine divisions arl it is with extreme regret that I learn that 
the 82nd is to be withirawn for other importmt missions. 
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With Best wishes to you and your commandfer continued success, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Geoffrey Keyes 
GEOFFREY KEYES 


Major General, U.S3.4., 
Comma ndi ng 


FOOTHOTUSS 
(1) Bn. Co 0, 's of the 505th Prcht, Inf, were: lst Bn.--Lt. Cole 


he 
Arthur Gorham; 2nd Bn;;--Najor hark Alexander; 3rd Bn.--Major Edward C, Krause. 


(2) En. Cs O, 'S were: ‘Ist Bn.--Lt. Col. Warren Williams; 2nd Bm.-- 
Lt. Col. William Yarboroughe 


(3) L5. Louis Testa, Bil Officer. 


(4) The difficulty of navigating and controlling the planes as a 
group was revealed by the fact that Gen, Taylor could get and send to Gens 
Ridgway the following: "Incamplete information from Wing indicated all drops 
approximately on DZ except 2nd Bn 505 which is west of Gela..." 

(5) At 110845 Seventh army sent the following nessage to the II Corps 
and the 45th, lst, 3rd, end 2nd árm'd Divisions: "Notify all units especially 
AA that parachutists 824 Airborne Division will drop at about 2330. tonight. 

. July 13-12 on,F&rello Landing Field." ; 


(6) lst Lt. Ze C. Lutcavage, Oo. F, 504th rroht, Infe, declared two 
of his men were Killed when they gave the wrong password. 


(7) The personnel in these 8 planes were from the following units: 

2 plmes--Hq. Co., 50lth; 1 plane, Co. F, 504th; 2 planes, Btry C, 376th; 2 
planes, Btry. D, 376th; 1 plane, Hg. Btry., Div arty. 

(8) Rea'a 121237. "Tux from Force 141 to Seventh Army, TOC, 824 Air- 
borne Division. View of unfortunate: incident last night no. further repeat 
no further movement by air except assault will take place." 

(9) Pvt. Keith K, Scott, lst Bn, Ha. Co., 504th Echt. Inf., was a 
member of the Second Litt; but as the experiences of many of the members. of the 
Second Lift were identical in nature to those of the First, they will be re- 
lated here without discrimination. 

(10) lst Lt, Richard Mills, lst Bn. Hq. Coe, 504th. 

(11) Co. A, 505th recht. Inf. 

(12) Capt. Carl R. Comstock, Med. Det., 505th Frcht. inf. 

(13) lst Lt. Dean McCandless, Hi. Co, lst Bi, 505th Preht. Inf. 
(14) Hg. Co. lst En., 505th Hecht. Inf. 
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(15) Has Cos ist Pn., 505th Proht. Inf. 

(16) Pfe Shelby R. Ford, Co. H, 504th Preht Inf. 

(17) Pvt. Thomas E, Lane, Co. A, 504 Proht. Inf. 
| 3 3 


(18) The strength and casualties of each lift by units during the entire 
campaign is shom in a table printed at s later stage of this history. 
Casualties later in the campaign were so extremely light that figures in this 
table give a fair picture of lessons in the first somcalled GUERILLA VARRFARE. 


(19) The Command Party brought on the MONROVIA one 3/4 tou Command and 
Reconnaissance Car, four 1/4 ton trucks and tuo 1/4 ton trailers; and the third 
Lift brought in the planes with it twenty-two 1/4 ton trucks, sll being a part 
of the Division's orzsnio transportation. : 





(20) A note vill be added here to complete a statement or the transportation 
available to the Division on its movement from Gela to Trapani. In addition to 
the Transportation brought by the Command Party and the Third Lift, the 505th 
OT, then situated vest of Ribera, received on July 19th at Licata eichtsen 1/4 
ton trucks of its organic transportation. On July 19, Go. E, 47th Qi Truck Bn., 
was attached to the Division, making available for*y-si: 2-1/2 ton trucks for 
transportation and supply. From time to tine during the periods of their ate 
tachment, other transnortation was obtained from the 62nd Armored, 34th and 77th 
"FA ng. 





(21). OT 59 and 83rd Chem. Bn. had been attached to the Division July 17. 
The. 34th FA Bn., the 62nd Armored FA Dn., the Ist Bhe, 77t2 FAs, and a detachment 
of the 56th Medical Bn. were attached July 18th. 


(22). During the day OT 39, let Bn. 77th FA, the 62zd Armd PA Bn., and the 
2rd Mn. Bn, verc rclicved from attachment to the Division, CT 39 followed CT 
504 into bien Pi, whence it advanced on Castelvetrano the next day and occupied it, 
at noon, — 


(23) 2nd Lt, Vernon P, Elis, Co. O, 307th A/B fngr, In., wes killed and 
Pvt. George C. Phillips of the same organization wounded while reroving mines 
near Santa Ninfa, l 


(24) On the 21st and 22nd, Co. 9, ^7 ^X Truck n, end the 20th ner. Ba. 
were attached to thc Division, 


.(25) A battery of Sour 75am cune vas Sound after the: surrcuder at one of 
the firing positions with 155 omoty shell casca woarhys a battery of six COmm 
guns was found at mother position with shout 12 casse; and a 19mm btry. fired 
several salvoes from the position southwcst of thc city, There is some dispute 
asto the reason for the inaccuracy af the enemy fire, It vas without effect, 
except to force a halt and deployment, although his observation was porfeot and 
his targets st short range. i 


f (26) 3se the accompanying table for a day-by-day cout on the registration 
of prisoners, 


(27) Until the occupation of Trepmi, the fare had been extrenely Limited 
in kind, and even that obtained ouly by the groatvet offorte-tho morning's 
rations often not arriving until late in the ovcains, 7 Pu 








Prior to the reorganization of the Divi wocrs of the first two lifts 
had only one K and one D ration, plus what they could forage, or what was given 
some individuals by members of other units. At Sela, fortunately, C rations were 
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obtained, and C and K Rations constituted the sole fare from there to Trapani. 
Thereafter, U Rations were obtained, and supplemented by captured supplies. 


(28) See the accompanying table for a list of vehicles captured and 
their assignment to units, 


(29) See table below, 


LIST OF FRISONERS 


. The number of prisoners, officers and men, taken day by day during the 
western campaign and rounded up from the Trapani and nearby garrisons during 
the three successive days were as follows: 


DATE NO. FRISOMRS 
July 19 848 
20 745 
21 1515 
22 19 
23. 898 
22. 1741 
25 ` 3268 
26 2231 
| Total -- 11,265 


The number rounded up during the period July 27--4ugust 15, in the course 
of a general recomaissanse of western Sicily, were 83 officers and 4127 en- 
listed men, or a total of 4210. Adding this to tne sum of the figures above, 
it is shan that a grand total of 15.475 prisoners were taken during the cam 
paign, by organic elements of the Division alone. 


CAPTURED VEUICLES 


List of captured motor vehicles, and their distribution to units: 





Unit .. MC 1/h---3/h l--i 1/2 2--3 Amb. Total 
207. Engra 3 2 7 12 
MP Plate i 1 2 
7824 Ord 1 3 1 5 
505 OT 6 3 3 3 2 . 17 
504 OT 15 3 h I l 2h 
Total 26 12 9 12 3 62 
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HEADQUARTERS. 505TH E.RACHUTE INFANTRY 
Ae Pa O. #469, U. D. aly, 


IN FIZLD 
august 14, 1943 


SUBJECT: | AIBBURNE auSsULT OrBhRATIONS, 


TO: Comnanding General, 824 airborne Division. 
> 


wae GENERAL: 


er All units departed from take-off airdrones in North Africa in aecor- 
dance with plang scheduled. i 
ae The Headquarters and Command Serial dropped approzimtely ten miles 
South of VITTORIA, 30 miles fron its assigned Drop Zone, Stall, groups of 
fighters were aganized during the nignt, and at daylignt, enemy strong- points 
and pill-boxes were attacked wherever found, Some small groups worked South 
to the beaches and romere direct assistance in the landing of the 45th 
Division. One group consisting of the Combat Team Commander, Coronel GAVIN: 
the 8-3, Major VANDERVOORT; the Adjutant, Captain IREIAND, and three enlisted 
mon captured one prisoner who later escaped. They then moved west, and after 
a brief engagement in-which one parachutist was killed, and four casualties 
inflicted on the enemy, succeeded in joining the 45th Division at 0240, D plus 
ono, at which time the reorganization or the Combat Team was initiated by the 
Combat Team Commander. A group of approximntely forty ren of the Headquarters 
Serial, under the command of Headquarters Comuandunt (Lt, He He SWISGLER), ` 
oceupied high key terrain commanding the main rond net leading inland from tle 
45th Division. This group destroyed one armored vehicle which was attempting 
to move to the beach and prevented the retirement of the enemy forces inland 
from the beach after the assault hed been begun by the 45th Division. They 
captured five officers and nínety-six men whe vere attempting to retire iniand 
| fram the beach defense. also, it reduce’ suveral pill-boxos and captured a 
large amount óf enemy matoriel, ineluciog “uchine guns. Three parachute. en- 
listed men were killed in the action of this group. This group rejoined the 
Combat Team on D plus one (il July), in tiae to participate in tho attack. on. 
enemy positions om BIAZZO RIDGE. l i i 


<> The First Battalion Serial lamed approximately four miles South. of - 
NISCEMI, and was iuncdiately engaged by the enemy. Captain DAYRE and forty- 
five men attacked and captured an Italian garrison, taking twenty-two prisonerse 
During this attack four parachutists were killed, An advance vas continued 
until the FIRST DIVISION was joined. Upon joinimg the Second Battalion, 10TE 
INFANTRY, the attack was resumed with them, The enemy counter-attacked with 
tanks at 1130, causing a withdrawal of sore of te troops participating, The 
parachute troops held their ground and succeded im knosking out several of the 
attacking tanks. Lt. Colonel ARTHUR F. Guslici personally manned an anti-tank 
launcher in this defense and knocked out a tank before he was killed, The 
attack was later resumed and the First Patt lion continued to fight with the 
16TH INFANTRY until relieved to join its own Combat Team. A portion of the 
First Battalion Serial landed approximately fift, miles East of GELA, oganpied 
and held the town of NOTO, A detaciment of twelwe men assisted in the eaptere 
of RAGUSA. Further estimate of their compat actzivitios is not known at pre- 
sente Major WINTON, The Battalion Exocutivo Officer, wea outstanding In, 
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. assisting the organization of the Battalion whik under fira, refusing to be 
evacuated despite à wrenched knee received om landing. 


4. The Second Battalion Serial landed South of RAGUSA, approximately 
forty kiloneters from tho scheduled . Drop Zone. At the time of the jump the 
entire serial was being harrassed by small arms fire, several men being kille 
in their chutes,  Lunediately upon landing, reorganization was started. With 
the aid of pátrols searching for small isolated groups the complete Serial was 
intact by 1200 hour, D day. At 0900 on D day, the Battalion began to clean up 
the strong-point and tho area near S. CROCE-CAMERINA. During this action, two 
officers and six enlisted men were killed, Forty-five Italians,, & quantity 
of small arms and ammunitim were captured. .AS Soon as this strong concen- 
tration had been completaly wiped out, the | Battalion worked toward the South 
and set up a defensive position on the outskirts of S. CROCE-CAMERINA over- 

- looking the sea, "E" Company, acting as an advance guard in. this action, en- 
countered fire from the city, They immediately went into an organized attack. 
The city was taken after a shart but hard fight. The company captured 144 
Italians, one 47m anti-tank gun, 13,600 rounds of machine gun ammunition, 330 
grenades anā enough rifles and carbines and equipment to equip an Italian 
Battalion. This Battalion. also captured a strongly held point East of 6. 
CROCE-CiMERINA. The Battalion waa under the canumand of Major ALEXANDER, July 
. il was spent in more complete reorganization, and contact was made with 
Regimental Headquarters. The evening of the 11th they left the area, marched 
through CAMERINI FaSG, and care in contact with men of the 45th Division, out- 
side of the town along the coast, They passed through VITTORIA and moved into 
bivouac about 1500 hour on the 12th, joining the rest of the 505th Combat Tear: 


5e The Third Battalion Serial, upon approaching the coast to turn inland 

over its Drop Zone, was turaed by the Air Corps out to sea again, less "I" 
Company, "I" Company , less one plane, landed on its Drop Zune and fully 
“accomplished its mission in addition to ;veducing pill-boxes and a. blockhouse, 
and taking prisoners. The remainder. of the 2rd Battalion serial, on its 
second pass was dropped at 0025, well Scattered in an arca about 3 1/2 miles 
Southeast of aCaTE RIVER. Eigktv-five men of "G" Company were assembled withi: 
an hour, under their Company Cormander, and with little resistance reached a 
point of high ground where the coustal highway crosses the ACATE RIVER. Forty- 
five ren of the Serial under Lt. WILLIS joined forward elements of the 180TH 
INFANIRY and were employed as assault troops, and succeeded in reducing strong ` 
enemy positions in front of the 45th Division, Lt. WILLIS and two men were 
killed, Sixty nen of the Serial with the aid. óf three guns, "C" Battery, 
456th field artillery, were the first troops into VITTORIA, They reduced an 
Italian: garrison, approximately eight prisona s were taken besides numerous 
vehicles, small arms, and other stores. In this action. Lt, HARRIS was cap- 
tured and held prisoner in the Italian-curatel for a period of several hours, 
During this time he succcodglin convincing the defenders of tbe ineffectivenes: 
of their defense änd their inability to cope uitli the advancing troops of the 
45th Division. As a result of this, the Italian Commanding Officer raised the 
white flag and surrendered approximately eighty men and numerous small arms 
and other stores, After local night fighting an? patrolling the remainder: of 
the 3rd Battalion Serial was assenbled.and reorganized and equipment gathered 
during the hours of daylight on:D day. Efforts tto make cont act with the rest 
of the 505th Combat Tear, vere made to no avail. At 1900 hour, D day, the ^ 
Serial Commander with 180 men and. d'ficers, set cut toward VITTORIA for the 
purpose of. orientation. Upon. ‘reaching tho GEL4-WITTORL. highway, about five 
miles Northeast of VITTORLi, tho unit was halted.. Colonel GAVIN appeared in 
the area about 0600, D plus ono, and ordered the unit to rove toward GELA, 
m then participated in the action on BLZ ZO RIDGE. 


Br Company "B", 307th. Engineer. Battalion: 
+ Be The first planélond, first platoon, Company "B", 307th Engineers, 
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was forced down in North Africa, and took off-alone later on. They jumped at 
0022, July 10, and landed six kilometers South of COMISO, There they assembled 
and started in a southerly direction at 0400. They traveled three kilometers 
and encountered shell fire fron the sea and dug in. They met a group fron tle 
3rd Battalion, going North, and joined. them and travelled until 1400, They : 
left the 3rd Battalion and headed West where they ret the 180TH INFANIRY and 
dug in ‘Por the night along highway 115 at a point about five miles Northwest of. 
VITTR IAs The Combat Team Commander moved the rén fron that point at 0600, 
July ll, and they were joined by "G" Company, 505th Parachute Infantry, They 
started fighting under Major HAGAN at 1030, in which engagenont Lt, WEXLER `- 
and several enlisted men were wounded. They remiined under the 3rd Battalion 
until rejoining the Zngineer Company at 1930, July ll. The second and third. 
planeloads, first platoon, Company "B',:307th Engineers, landed at 0025, July 
lo, fifteen miles Northeast of Drop Zong. Assembling on the ground, one plane 
ioed from Company "A", 505th Parachute Infantry, was met and forces joined. 
From time of assembly until 0430, a search was made for the assigned Drop Zone 
and accomplishment of their missione During the soorch, telegraph and tele- 
phone wires were cut, but they were unable to löcate themselves in relation 

to the Drop Zone, It was decided to dig in at a erossroad and wait for morning, 
At 0530, a German motorcycle containing three passengers pulled up to the ; 
crossroads dnd stopped, The passengers were killed. Another motorcycle 
ürrived 15 minutes later and was likewise caught unier fire and the occupants 
killed. The men were then assembled and moved out in the general direction of 
the Drop. Zore e Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up 
two equipment ‘chutes which wera spotted a half mile away., The remainder con- 
tinued on and took up a position on ground commanding the two valleys, Here - 
contact was made with elements of "G" Company, 505th Farachute Infantry, and: 
defensive positions were set up. During the afternoon, 2nd Battalion, 180TH 
INFANTRY, 45th Division arrived at the: hill, The mon fran "B" Company, 307th- 
Engineers, and men from "A" Company, 505th Parachute Infantry attached therm- 
selves to 2nd Battalion, 180TH INFANIRY, and remained with them for three: | 
nights and two days. During this period of time additional parachutists : 
drifted in and became mrt of their organization, On the 15th, comact was 
made through patrols with the 505th Combat Team Headquarters and a'merch was 
made to that pos ition, where they Res came under control of their Company 
‘Commander a 


te The second and third SEO Tülien at 0024 on July. 10, 
approximately five kilometers South of O6/130, Platoons were ordered to 
assemble’ and move toward objective. The Company Commander and one sergeant 
left Drop Zom immediately end proceeded Northwest, assembling all men en- 
countered. They joined Lt. SuINGLLR and a group of Headquarters personnel 
at dawn, about four miles Northwest of the Drop Zone. Leaving the bulk of the 
men at a farmhouse, Captain JOHNSON and eight men went on patrol, where they 
encountered opposition consisting of three pill-boxes at a crossroads, During 
the encounter with the pill-boxes they wrecked a German personnel carrier, 
towing a tank. One German vas killed and three were captured. after also 
killing a German motorcyclist and a dispatch carr ier, the eight men vere 
forced to retire by three tank$,: One man was wounded during the encounte: 

They withdrew to a position in a field and gathered the remainder of their 
forces which had been left under It. SUINGLER, The group set upa position 
on top of two small hills, with an all around defense, It was planned to 
move the entire forcé to the beach that night. at about 1530 one battery 

of the 288th Italian Field artillery Battalion approached the hill on which 
the defensive position was located, The entire battery was captured, con- 
Sisting of four officers and approximately one hundred enlisted nen. They 
then set up prisoner of war straggler posts, They sent out patrols to locate 
a radio with which to contact all their forces at their Drop Zone and did SA 
at 2000, July 10, turning their prisoners over to the 45th Division. They / 
bivouacked at the Drop Zone until 1700, on July 11, They joined the 3rd 
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Battalion, 505th Parachute Infan try, for an attack on enemy Northwest: of 
. VITTORIA. Lt. RIFFLE and three enlisted men were killed and several cnlisted 
men were wounded in this encountera 





A prolonged engagement took place on the BIAZZO RIDGE on the 
VITTORIA-GELA highway about two miles East of the ACATE RIVER on D plus one. 
This affair, judging by the intensity of the fighting and the results 
accomplished, appears to be the only engagement of magnitude participated. in 
by the Combat Team during the landings. 


Se At 0600 the morning of D plus one the Combat Team Commander and 
&-3 proceeded West on the GELA road from VITTORIA to obtain control of any 
parachute troops that might be found, determine what, if any, enemy troops 
‘ were between VITTORIA and GELA, and move all available parachute troops West 
to join the lst Division as per plans About two hundred men of the 3rd 
Battalion under the command of Major KRAUS were located near the road about 
eight to ten miles West of VITTORIA, About two miles West of their bivouac 
a group of forty men of "L" Company, 80TH INFANTRY and twenty parachutists 
were found. At this point individual soldiers stopped the Combat Team 
Cormander and informed him that enemy troops were to the West. and astride 
the road. Continued questioning of those who professed to know the enemy 
situation failed to disclose any specific information of his location, 
strength or dispositions. 


Pe The Commanding Officer and 5-3 continued West to the railroad 
station about one mile East of BIAZZO RIDGE where a point reconnaissance wag 
made, At this point a German Officer and private suddenly came around the 
corner in a motorcycle and were captured.. The y made no effort to resist 
capture and appeared to be quite disgusted with the lack of resistance being 
offered by the Italian troops, but refused to give any informati on regarding 
their own troops, The twenty nearby parachutists: under the command of Lt. 
WEXLAR were ordered forward at once and the Combat Team S-3 was sent to the 
rear to bring Major KRAUS and his men and to go to the 45th Division Command 
Post. Here le was to send a message to tle lst Division and the 82d Division 
_ informing them of the Combat Team plan to advance West along the GELA highway. 


o. Le The twenty parachutists under the command of Lt. WEXTLZR ar- 
rived promptly and after being given the situation. were moved in the direction: 
of BIAZZO RIDGE. They were ordered to proceed Vest to the AGATE RIVER. and 
‘were accompanied by the Combat Team Commanding Officer. Several hundred yards 
shart of the Ridge they came under small arms fime coming from the Ridge. 

They continued to advance driving the enemy to tihe West. Upon reaching the 
top of the Ridge they met intenso small arms and mortar fire that stopped 
their advahce. Here they were ordered to dig in and hold until the arrival . 
of the Battalion. ; i 


d. At approximately I000 the 3rd Batte.lion groups consisting of 
about 200 men, arrived at the railroad station umder the command of lia jor 
. HAGAN. The Combat Team Commanding Officer outlimed the situation ta Majer 
HAGAN and directed him to proceed West along the GELA Road to the ACATE RIVER, 
: here to reorganize and move forward on Combat Team orders Rolls were dropped, 
orders issued, and the battalion moved out, By tthis time it was established 
through contact with the IBOTH INFANPRY that the. regiment was held up on & 
line generally parallel to the GELA highway and. South of that; road. They had 
been unable to advance. Upon: the departure of tkhe battalion a small combat 
team. reserve of about three squads was made up. Later in the day the forty 
men from "L" Company, 180TH INFANTRY, joined thits unit. 


d 


IE 


8.. The attack of the 34 Battalion continued west with some losses from 
small arms fire until about noon, At this time it had advanced about one mile: 
Only German troops were encountered and a number were wounded, killed and cap- 
tured early in the fight. -From there it was determined that the eneny force 
consisted of one battalion of the Ferman Goering Division. It was evidently 
within supporting distance: of another battalion and a large number of tanks. 
About noon tho Germans counterattacked with tanks inflicting heavy losses on 
our attacking infantry. Major Hagan was wounded and evacuated and Mejor Krause 
who had arrived took command of the battalion. Orders were issued by the Combat 
Team Commanding Officer to the reserve to dig in on BIAZZO RIDGE, //It appeared 
evident that the Ridge-deminated the area between the ACATE River and VITTORIA 
and its loss would seriously jeopardize the landings of the 45th Division. It 
Was decided te hold tho Ridge at all cost and if the tanks entered the defense 
to destroy the infantry accompanying them, Because of the loss of equipment 
during the drop there were few rocket launchers present. By noon one 75um 
howitzer hod orrived, about an hour later another arrived and by the end of the 
day there were three prenont 


f. Shortly öfter noon Captain Ireland of the Combat Team Staff was 
sent up as liaison party for a 155m Battalion and a Navy 5 inch liaison party, 
They did splendid work and about three o'clock wore firing upon the known German 
assembly. areas and positions.. By this tine all of the launchers except three ` 
had been destroyod and the tanks were within 59 yards of the Combat Team Command 
Fost. The 45th Division also sent up two 57rm anti-tank guns. One 75mm gun 
from the 456th Field Artillery Battalion engaged and destroyed one of the at- 
tacking tanks. The attacking forces withdrew and appeared to be regrouping and 
reorganizing about 1909 yards to a nile in front of the ridge. 


&e- Tht omat ion was rece ivod at 1800 that Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany, 505th Farachute Infantry, under the cormand of Lieutenant Swingler, with 
some Engineers ‘of "B" Company, had been located and would arrive by 2000. at 
about the same time a company of tanks (11) arrived. Orders were then issued 
for a counter-attack to be made at 8:30 (2030) employing Regimental Headquarters 
Company, the available engineers and the tank company supported by all available 
artillery fire. Tho mission given the attacking force was to attack andl destroy 
all enery to the front, advancing far enough to permit evacuation of our dead 
and wounded, and then to organize a further defense around BIAZZA RIDGE. 


‘he The attack jumped off at about 8:45. Very hoavy mortar and artil« 
lery fire was brought to bear on the attacking troops and on ‘the Ridge, The at- 
tack was continued through the enemy position, inflicting heavy losses in men 
and equipment upon hin. Twenty-two dead bodies and many wounded were recovered, 
The Germans withdrew in apparent confusion, leaving many dead: and wounded and 
considerable equipment of all typos. Four tanks were believed to have been f 
knocked out, although all but, one were recovered by the Gerrans during the Digit m 


ji. The following day, the dead were buried and those not yet found re- 
moved from the battlefield.. All abandoned enemy equipment was taken hà Our 
lossös were forty-three killed and 100 wounded. No equipment was lost, Encoy. 
losses abandoned on the battlefield amounted to about fifty killed. Fifty pri- 
soners were taken, all German. Two armored cars were knocked: out, tyvelved six- 
inch Russian mortars captured, besides many rcohine guns, Shall arms, vehicles 
and ammunition dumps. A. calibre: 50 gun crow of Battery "D", 456th Field Artil- 
lery, is credited with knocking down throc LE 109's which strafed and bombed our 
positions on the Ridge, The Battalion Commanding Officer confirms the f ct that 
one’ was shot downe i 


2 


" 4, One Boot ion of Battery von, 456th Fiold Artillery, under command of 
Lieutenant Loren and Sergeant Thomas, particularly distinguished themselves 
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by taking positions in the open at tho top of BIAZZO RIDGE and engaging 
openly .tanks in range. Despite small arms fire of all types and four rounds 
of direct fire fron an 88ma cannon on a Mark VI tank which the gun disabled, 
this erew held their guh in position even after members of the crew were 
‘knocked down by shell concussion. They succeeded in delaying the tanks in 
‘the attack until sufficient reinforcements arrived to permit continuation of 
the attack. : 


x "Third Battalion Medical Section under Captain Melroy, and ele- 
ments of the Regimental Aid Station under the Regimental, Surgeon, Captain 
Smith, and the Assistant Regimental Surgeon, Lieutenant Suer, were outstand- 
ing in their intense and devoted performance of their first aid tasks under 
fire of all types. Wounded were removed fron the battleficld promptiy at all 
times, allowing the maxinum number of combat troops to be kept in the engage- 





/s/%/ JAMES U. GAVIN, 
E. i Colonel, Infantry, 
Bra s Command ing. 
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SEHE FLAN i 
The planning for this unit's part of the "HUSKY" Operation began in the 

middle of May, 1943 while it was stationed at OUJDA, FRENCH MOROCCO. The 

824 Airborne Division was given the mission of securing the amphibious land- 

ing of the ist. Division in SICILY by establishing an airborne bridgehead. 

. The lst Division was to land between GELA.and SCOGLITTI at 0255 hours on July 
loth, 1943. The.greatest threat to the success of this landing was a German 

Fanzer Division concentrated near CALTAGIRONE, a small town about 15 miles 

, inland. PE i i : 


It was determined that the best method df accomplishing this mission was 
to drop a parachute combat team to seize und hold.the road net and surround- 
. ing ‘terrain running from CALTAGIRONE to the sea, The object was to prevent 
the enemy from intercepting the landing of the 1st Infantry Division. The 
center of this defense was to be tho intersection where the minor road. run- 
 híng south from CALTAGIRONE met tho main coast road running between GELA and 


(^O VITTORIA (| va | 


> The combat team was mado up to include the 505th Parachute Infantry, the 
3a, Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry, the 456th Field artillery, and 
Company "B" of the 307th Airborne Engineers. ‘The time sot for tho drop was 
2346 hours on July 9th, 1913. 1 | e 


°° With the mission assigned, a training program was drawn up for specia- 
lized work to be done during the period prior to the jump to better prepare 
us,for the fight toc one. This schedule provided for both day and night 


s training in all necessary basic subjeets. such as bayonet fighting, scouting 


x and patrolling, and hand to hand fighting. as the period pregressed, small 
.. unit tacties were reviewed-wiih emphasis pinced on setting up defensive posi- 
. tions at night. Ranges were made available for final zeroing of all weapons. 


. The reginental plans ‘and training section developed a standard plane 
loading plan for both oquipment ond porsonnel which was tried and accepted, 





Battalion combat teams were ófganized and began training as such. Each ono 
executed a practice parathute jump with their full combat loads, stressing the 
method of assembly and the tactics of defense. The entire combat team pertici- 
pated in a dry run of the actual operation during the latter part of June, : In 
this problem only jumpmasters jumped working from jump patterns already on the : 
ground, Sand table replicas of the operational terrain were made and studied in 
conjunetion with aerial photographs. 


The training area was in the vind swept, Qusty valley eight miles north of 
OUJDA, The terrain was generally flat and rocky with little or no vegetation, 
There was some hilly ground to the west and this was utilized as much as pos- 
Sible. The temperature was the greatest training obstacle, often reaching 120 
degrees. S 


Tho first days of July, the combat team moved by plane to the vicinity of 
KAIROUAN, TUNIGIa, Here each battalion combat team was bivouacked near the air- 
field where its planes were based. The week just prior to the actual operation 
was spent clearing up supply and administrative details, The operation was’. | 
gone over in more detail with the help of better aerial photographs and maps. 
Equipment and weapons were given. the final touches, The air Corps“provided 
training in the use of their rubber life rafts and other safety devices. 


The morning of the 9th of July was spent in loading the equipment bundles 
in the para-racks and the drop testing of them. During the afternoon the men 
rested and dressed for combat. after the evening meal the Company Commanders ` 
gathered their men around them and gave them final instructions and the pass 
word, Everyone, less the rear echelon, then moved by truck to their planes. 
Last minute conferences were held between jumpmasters and pilots and the take 
off started at 2020 hours. | ` 


THE AIR CORIS ANGLE 





EN 
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“=. The combat team was flown in the planes of the 524 Wing, which was broken 
down: into five serials. The Third Battalion Serial was flown by the 314th 
Group, the 504th Battalion Serial by the blth Group, the First Battalion Serial 
by the 313th Group, the Headquarters Serial by the 316th Group and the Second 
Battalion Serial by the 6lst Group, Each serial was to fly as an individual 
unit on a definite planned time schedule, The flight plan consisted of a ren- 
dezvous over TUNISIA, then east to the Island of MALTA, then northwest to SICILY 
and along its southern coast to the point east of GELA where each group turned.. 
north over the LAGO DI BIV.RRE to their drop zones, Here the parachutists were 
to jump when the pilots turned on the green jump light. 


This drop plan however did not materislize for several reasons. a strong 
‘west wind developed ranging betucen 20 and 30 miles per hour and literally blew 
the planes off their course whereupon the pilots lost their direction, Strong 
anti-aircraft fire was encountered along the coast and at the cross roads in the 
drop area which also drove the planes off the course. As the result the Combat 
Team was spread over an area sixty five miles wide. 


Stone fences, rock piles, and olive trees covereä the area in which most 
men landed. A large number consequently were seriously injured on the jump. 
Leg and ankle injuries were the most common, however one soldier broke his back 
on landing, The rugged nature of tho terraiu also made the assembly. plan more | 
difficult. pts 


CD | | THE FIRST FIVE De Yu 


The First Battalion Serial which was supposed to be dropped just northwest 
of the crossroads above GELA was well scattered, A group of three hundred arā 
twenty were dropped three miles northwest of the city of AVOLA on the easter. 
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coast of the Island.. Small groups were organized, found their equipment, and 
became involved in several small skirmishes with the Italiansı The individual 
groups were assembled at daylight and attacked the town of AVOLA, after some 
short skirmishes with:the enemy, contact vas made with tbe British, This group 
then moved to the outskirts of the city and set up a defensive position, The 
next day was spent in reorganization and. the evacuation of tho wounded, On 
July 12th this group- started marching toward GELA in an effort to rejoin the 
Combat Team. Upon their arrival in NOTO they recoivod word that the British 
vere ordered by Allied Foree Headquarters to evacuate all paraehutists in that 
area that had been cut off from their unit. This vas done fron embarkation 
points south of AVOLA. While enroute the parachutists acted as guards for 
Prisoners of Var who were also being evacuated,  Debarkation of this ec Was 
made at SOUSSE, TUNISIA, and they wore then sent overland to KAIROU. Another 
group of this same serial was dropped about two miles northeast. of thos actual 
drop zone and landed in a well fortified area... Several skirmishes developed 
inmediately and before the group could bee ome oriented they were pinned down by 
fire, Tho next night parts of this group ‘started moving south. On July llth, 
the main body was attacked by several German tanks. a stiff fight developed 
and the Battalion Commnder, Lieutenant Colonel Gorham, was killed, Arts of 
the 16th Infantry joined. this group at this time and. took up the fight with 
anti-tank weapons. On the.13th the Battalion Executive Officer, Major winta, 
assembled the group and awaited the arrival of the Voubát Team on the lth, 

Qno plane of this sorial searched for their drop zone and finally returned 


‘ without dropping for lack of serie another plane dropped their parachute - 


ists near MARINA DI RaQUSA, 


i 'The Third Battalion Serial was dropped at 0030 hours in between SCOGLITTI 
and VITTORIA, The men assembled in. small groups and due to the unfamiliar ter- 
roin were unablo to orient themselves, -The early hours of the morning were 


Spent in searching for equipnent bundles, A provisional battalion cormand post 


was set up about two.miles:north of SCOGLITTI at 0345 hours, Patrols were sent 
out in an effort to contact the other: battalions. A defensive position was 
organized and the. sulvage of equipment began, At 1900 hours a group of one 
hundred and sixty nen started marching toward VITTORIA leaving.a selvage crew | 
of twenty men behind, after marching two miles.the Battalion Comma indor, Major 
Krause, contacted the Regimental Exegutivo Officer who directed the Batte lion 
to bivouac for the night. about four miles west of VITTORIA on the CELA Kond. 
Another. gr oup of this same Bgttalion consisting of about sixty men moved west 
during the first night and set up s defense on & hill eleven miles west of VIT- 
TORIA, Hore they remained: until they joined the combat team on July 13th, 
Several other. small groups contacted the snexy along the road to VITTORIA from 
SOOGLITTI but only small skirmishes developed, Eventually these men found 
their way to D 125 where ane Coibat Team asscrb). EOM 


THE j BLAZGT RIDGE “BATTLE 


Ab 0615 1 hong on July llth, the NS Team Commander ordered the Third 
Battalion group and all others that had assenbled to march west on. the GELa- 
VITTORIA COAST. Road in an effort to reach the assigned defensive areas, «bout 
0830 hours at a position approximately eight miles west of VITTORIA the ‘point 
of the column was fired upon, Under comand, of the Third Battalion Executive 
Officer the Battalion deployed and moved on to Hill 125.0n their right. àl- 
ready on the hill were about: twenty. purachutists fron thé airborne engineers, 
The Battalion machine gun. platoon uns brought For dd and a section placed on 

sach flank. . An attack was made imedia tely and by.0915.hours the eneny had i 
been driven: out ef the valley to the west. The 8lzm. nortar observation post 
then moved forward, and Vith a 536 radio, the mort a platoon leader directed ef- 
fective fire::on eneny positions in buiid ings 400 ; vars to the northwest.’ One’ 


‘mortar shell lit on top of what was thought to. bela, _ pillbox and turned out. to 


‘be a tank (Mork VI), This tank. then pulled, out. and. ‚started down the road to 


the eneny's rear, Ina few minutes it roturned with three other tanks which 
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worked their way forward into our positions in the vineyard.  Bazookas were sent 
forward but were unable to place effective fire, Both tanks and ground guns 
then laid down heavy machine gun fire which covered our entire position. At 
this time the assistant mortar platoon Jeader was killed, the executive officer 
seriously wounded. Gasualties were increasing. The tanks advanced to the base 
of Hill.125 under cover of the enemy machine gun fire but our lines held on the 
crest. The bazookas held their fire until the tànks were within seventy five 
yards and scored two hits. This apparently caused tho eneny to be uncertain of 
our strength and to withdraw. As one tank turned a direct hit was mado on the 
rear of the tank which caused it to catch fire, 


One and one half sections of the parechute artillery (751m howitzer) Bat- 
talion then moved into position béhind Hill 125 and delivered fire on the enemy 
positions. One gun was moved to the crest of the hill and then ensued a duel 
of heavy caliber fire in which two eneny tanks were knocked out. Fire was re- 
quested from the 45th Division Artillery and an observer was brought forward. 

After adjustment by radio, effective fire was placed on eneny positions, 
Tank support was réquested and it arrived at 1745 hours along with seventy five 
more members of the combat team, An attack was made around sundown in an effort 
to recover our dead and wounded. Company L of the 180th Infantry supported the 
attack from tho right flank. 


À request was made through a Navy Liaison Officer for supporting Naval fire, 
The coordinates were radioed in and within three minutos, fire was placed on 
the target without adjustment, It appeared as though the enemy was attempting 
an attack at the same time.  l20mm mortar fire covered the hill we held and 
‘many casualties were inflicted. This was the most harassing fire yet received, 

The tanks completed their mission which was a circuit through the valley to 
our front. Two enemy tanks were knocked out. Our tanks returned to the rear 
in their original position. This attack drove the enemy conpletely from the 

valley. The wounded were taken to tio aid station and equipment lost in the 
valley during the morning was recovered, The position on the hill was then 
consolidated and outposts placed for the night, and so ended the llth of July,. 


x 1943.0 


. The Second Battalion Serial was dropped in an area about six miles north- 
west of the small town of MARINA DI RaGUGA. Complete assembly was not achieved 
until the noon of the 10th, In the mean time swall skirmishes were fought with 
pillboxes and machine gun nests and several casualties resulted, «At 1400 hours, 
the battalion moved out toward the beach, Scattercd sniper fire was encountered 
during the march from behind tre many stone Walls which covered the country- 
side, The Battalion was held up at one point enroute and a Company was sent 
. eround the right to flank the enemy position, This Company ran into an Italian 
Garrison located about a mile north of MARINA DI RuGUSa, The garrison was com- 


“posed of two barracks and six pillboxes which were all taken after a short fire 


fight. In this.instance no casualties were sustained. Information was gained 
as the whereabouts of the Combat Team and the Battalion proceeded to march in 
that direction through the ST. CROCE CAMERINA and VITTORIA. The unit reached 
the crossroads six miles west of VITTORIA by the morning of the twelfth and re- 
joined the Combat Team ; 


The Headquarters Serial (less the demolition section) was dropped between 
‘ST. CROCE CAMERINA and VITTORIA, The main body of this serial worked their way 
in small groups toward VITTORIA and cventually to Hill 125. Several skirmishes 
developed involving pillboxes and rosdbloeks along the way. The group which was 
supposed to be dropped near the railroad bridge three miles east of GELA was 
dropped sixty five miles away, just south of LYN4CUSA on the eastern coast, of 
the Island. They set up a defensive position around a highway bridge which the 
British later took over, On July 20th, this demolition section was evacuated to 
| SOUSSE, TUNISIA, from SYRACUSA. v 
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The Third Battalion of the 504th was scattered from their assigned drop 
zone north and west to NISCEWI. A large number were taken prisoner by the Ger- 
mans in this area, Small groups formed and slowly fought their way back to 
their assigned drop zone and dug in awaiting their regiment. — 






Company I was dropped on their assigned drop zone at 2349 hours and pro- 
ceeded to accomplish their missions. À part of the Company set up a defensive 
position adjacent to their drop zone but no enemy was encountered. One platoon 
of the Company proceeded to the beach to contact the lóth Infantry but met 
stiff resistance from an Italian garriscn. A patrol reached the west end cf 
the LACO DI BIVARRE and lit the beacon fire to guide the 16th Infantry on their 
landing, With these missions accomplished the parts of the Company withdrew 
to the defensive position and awaited the errival cf thé combat team, One 
plane of ihe Company dropped their load near NISCEMI and was then shot down by 
anti-aircraft fire. This group rejoined the Cémpany on July 13th. 


July 12th and 13th were spent in the burial of the doad and salvaging of 
enemy and cur own equipment and reorganization. l 


THE ROAD TO TRAPANI 


On July Uth, the Combat Team, after collecting of remnants, moved to a 
bivouac area five miles east of GEL. The next three days were spent in the 
care, cleaning, and inspection of Equipment. On July 18th, the Combat Team 
started moving as part of the Division through LICATA to AGRIGENTO, SCIACCA, 


MENFI, and SAN, MARGHERTTA , 


. On July 258, the Third Battalion Commander received orders to alert his 
command for a movement as advance guard for the Regimental Combat Toam. At 1000 
hour, orders cametto move by truck cn Highway 113 via PARTANIA, SANTA NINFA, 
SALEMI, and CALTAFIMI into the province and city of TRAPANI, a distance of 45 
miles. The Battalion entrucked and with attachments crossed IP at 1130 hour. 
Order of march: "i" Company, "G" Company "Headquarters" Company, Company nar 
83d Chemical Mortar Battalion, tt" Company; andoBattery "o" 456th Parachute 
Fiold Artillery Battalione Nino denolitionists from Regimental Headquarters 
Company wore attached to Hondqvartors Company. The third Platoon of Company "Bj 
307th Airborne inginsere, was attached to tho point for the purpose cf dstecting 
andrnéducing mine fields and domolitions, thus socuring the uninterrupted ad~- 
vanco of tho main body. l 


Mined roads woro onocuntorod at two points north and northwost of SANTA 
NINFA.  Enginoor crews quickly cleared these hazards during short halts. Thonce 
. tho advance was without incident to a point 10 km cast of TRAPANI. Hore a group 

was dispatched to capturo some Italian soldiors who were soon taking cover in 2 
nearby railroad tunnel. Aftor the preparations for an attack were mde, the 
onomy surrendered. As tho column advanced, a party was loft to take control of 
tho prisoners and to investigate a radio station which was situated several’ hun- 
dred yards to tho north of tho highway at this point. Investigation shovod tho 
station to bo abandoned and tho oquipmont destroyed. After a’ further advance cf 
about 5 km, tho point was firod upon by small arms and machine gun fire origina» 
ting from trenches and small pillboxes on the right and left of the road, the 
heaviest portion of fire came from the stronger points on the right. The resis- 
tańce appeared reluctant to carry the fight and the forward elements of the ad~ 
vance party rapidly closed in. Seizure was macs without casualties and 110 
Italian officers and men were taken ‘prisoners. As the Advance Guard proceeded, 
the point was halted by artillery fire about 3 km. east of the city of TRA PANT 
at about 1500 hours»: The artillery fire appsared to be coming from the high 
ground approximately 1,000 yards north of the roade The point displaced forward 
to feel out and reconnoiter the enemy positions and strength. After determining 
the enemy to be emplaced in.strong fortified positions on the road and high Í 
ground to the right, orders were issued to detruck, deploy and move forward to 





ready positions in preparation for a coordinated attack against the enemy posi- 
tions. This movemont continued rapidly with the point displacing forward. 


At approximately 1545 tho Company Commanders were given their missions with 
imperative instructions that the advance bo rapid and all covered approaches: be 
utilized. The disposition of the Battalion Combat Team was as follows: In. 
Company to move forward on tho loft of tho road with the road as a right boun- 
dary; "I" Company on the right; Headquarters Company in support of "G" Conpany 
in-reserve. The plan was to soize nnd destroy cnemy installations on tho high 
ground and thoreaftor to move forward on TRAPANI. . Lino of doparturo was a north- 
sast-southwost lino through tho hangars at MILO AIRPORT, Jump off was immodiato 
and advance was. Swift. Supporting fires voro oallad for from 105's, 75's, and 
chemical mortars which woro rocoivod aftor somo delay. Enemy artillery from 
positions, montioned above increased and was joined by heavy calibor, flat tra» 
jeetory oxplosivo fire which 8oomod to originato at a point southwost of tho 
airport. v. e 


The advance of tho assault companies was swift and woll controllod and cs- 
sentially aided by tho domimting accurato firo laid down by tho light machino 
gun platoon, harassing tho enomy to tho oxtont that this roturn firo was inoff oc 
tivo. Actions of tho LMG Platoon in this operation was 8uporior, Good altor- 
nate gun positions woro uscd. 


Friondly countor-battory fire could bo heard from the 75am and Chomical 
Mortar positions in an erchard about l km. to tho roar. First Supporting firos 
were registerod by tho 456th Ficld Artillory Battalion and continucd throughout 
tho assault. Though necossarily in closo proximity throughout to our forward 
oloments, tho firo foll with groat accuracy on onomy targots. 


At 1605, tho Company Commndor of Hoadquartors Company was summonod by tho 
Battalion Commandor, thon at an observation post, to bo given tho mission for tho 
Slum Mortar Platoon. As tho forward movamont continued rapidly, it assumed a 
northwostorly diroction toward tho sun omplaccmonts on tho high ground to tho 
north of tho road. A group moving west on tha highway oncountorod n roadblock 
and pillbox mannod by twonty o? tho onomye Tho group fired sovoral rounds and 
the onomy surrondorod, Fire was immodintoly placcd from tho captured guns 
against the positions on the hill. This fire was maintained until it was. msked 
a short time later by "I" Company closing with the enemy. 


The attack continued, "I" Company gaining their objective. Enemy resistance 
then ceased and the Battalion quickly reorszanized. Company "I" was assigned the 
mission of mopping up enemy installations and securing garrisons and stores on 
the hill. This mission yielded 525° prisoners including one Naval garrison con- 
taining large stores of naval explosives, torpedoes, etc. (partly wrecked by the 
enemy); 12-90mm field, pieces, ammunition, small arms, etc. 


. No. enemy. inflicted casualties were sustained by this unit due to the 
inability of the enemy artillery to follow its rapid covered approache .Throush- 
out the movement artillery fire fell in and near the rear elements, 


The approach march” formation continued its movement ón Highway 113 into 
TRAPANI; order of merch: "H", Headquarters and "U" Companiose After advancing 
about 1 km. into the city, the Division Commanding Officer: halted the column and 
the Division G2 ‘wont forward and received the official: surrender of the city. 


: ‚At 2000 tho Battalion Combat Team was ordered to a bivouac area 2 km, east 
of the city on Highway 113. Onò:platoon given the mission of outposting the cn~ 
trance to the city, was ‘Left bo maintain order in compliance with tho torus of 
the surrondéer. | ` RE ELE. : 
After the capturo of TRAPANI, tho Combat Toam prtrolled the city and surround 
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ding arcas. Training wos conducted whenever it could be done in conjunction 
with tho guard work, A Battelicn problem was hold on the terrain to the cast 
and proved profitable. On August 20th the Combat Team moved back by plane to 


AFRICA and so ended tho Can S 
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SUBJECT: AIRBORNE ASSAULT OPERATIONS - 9-14 July 1945. 


To + Commanding General, 82d Airborne Division. ` AN S 
k di 
a GENERAL 
f m 
iie This is an informal report on the activities of the 2d Battalion, 


504th Parachute Infantry, prticipatin; with Comtat Toam 505 in the initial air- 
borne assault oporations in SICILY during tho pericd 9-14 July 1945. 


en Tho first planc-loads of elenonts of the 5d Battalion, SOhth Para- 
chute Infahtry, operating with Combat Team £05, were dropped in SICILY about 
1150 on the night of 9 July 1945, scottorod over an area approximtoly 60 miles 
wide, southeast and cast of INSCIMI to FACHINO in the southeast tip of the is- 
land. Six planc-loads were not accounted for, and from anothor -10 planes, only 
1 to 5 mon were located curing inilinl operatione. Groups assembled and organi. 
zed ns best they coulis, and attenaptod to contact other groups and move toward 
scheduled drop zones er reach the Battalion Command Poste i 





Ber Many isolatod elonents, scattered in the British aroa of operations, 
attached themgolvas to Qamdian forces, worked and fought with them, and some 
were ovacurtod by tho British tc tho coast andpicked up by Major Beall on 10 
and 11 July, | In the Amorican sector, isolated mon and:-groups attached them 
selves to Seventh Army Units and fought with thom until able to contact the Bat- 
talion. Tho size of groups. assembled, ranged from 6 to 107 mon, the latter num 
ber being reached after several days of action. 


Spæl, Gencrally, it appoarad that the TO planes had bocome widely dispersod, 
either as tho result of poor navigation or by soparation from formations in tho 
face of heavy Àck-Ack. Plano-londs wero droppod overyvhoro. Bomo wore ongaged 
while lending, most within an hour or so later astho nen located or were loca- 
tod by thd onomy. Vory little dacisive fighting occurred during darkness of 
night 9-10. July, but carly oa the lOth; as officers woro able to fieseambls men, 
each group did what it could, endeavoring to reach Battalion objectives or tho 
Command Post, knocking out whatever enemy resistance was found onroute, or cone 
splidating with othor groups for offensive action at vital points, 


i It is noteworthy thit operations of the many Battalion groups were core 
ducted in spite of tho savera loss. of kay personnel during the night landings. 
It was lator doterninod that initial losses included all Company Commanders, all 
lst Sergeants, except ono, all the Battalion Staff excopt Major Beall, all com- 
munication oxcept.four runners and one 511 operator, and all supply section NCO's 
except one artificer. Many 6f thgso misaing mon may have boon evacuated and may 
possibly turn up lator. = 
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We ACTION VICINITY NISCEMI | 


E te Lobo Wo odios G. Ott; Tho group with Lieutonant Ott landed noar- 

' est of all to schoduiad Drop Zono, approximately 15 milos away from it, falling 
 noar an orchards Aftor landing, ho managed to assonblo approximately 15 mor, 

. some injured, and sot out with than to accomplish his mission, that. of covoring 
right flank of tho Battalion, which ho thought was in position as schoduled. Hc 
moved north towardanhouso, found that occupants were friendly, and loft 4 injure 
troopers thoro. Liovtonant Ott thon orionted himsolf in rolation to NISCEMI by 
questioning tho Italians. From about 0200 of 10 July, ho patrolled the area to 
tho east and got exact boarings for road to NISCSMI, ' 09 





* Licutonant Colonel Charles Y. Kouns: About È milo from castewost > 
Secondary road to NISCEMI and some 5 miles southeast of NISCEMI, Lieutenant 
Colonal Kouns, with 9 mon, was in position ona hill. Early on the morning of 
10 July, Lieutenant Ott working cast, joined his group to that of Lieutenint 
Celonél Kouns. In position, they saw a column of German Infantry, ostimatiod as: 

ono rogiment of the Hermann Goering División, moving along the road toward NIS. 

CHEMI and turning loft on tho by-pass toward GELA, Lioutonant Colonel Kouns aske 
Lieutonant Ott to go to tho'rord and obsorvo. Lieutenant Ott, with 9 onlistod 
mon, including a rockot-launchor team, proceeded toward tho road, a distance of 
200-700 yards, covered by the riflosof Lioutenant Colonel Kouns and the romainir 
mone This was accomplished. without obsorvation by the nneny, although thoy had 
machine guns in position dominating tho zone. Lioutenant Ott poached 4 cactus 

hedgöand through an opohing observed that tho onomy was taking a- break and thei 


‘mon wera somewhat scattered. ` 
Lieutonant Ott was’ soon by a German officer, &6 he shot him ind took a 
rockot-l&unchor from ono of his: mon and blow a Gorman car to bits, killing three 
officers and tho driver. German trucks and riflemen opened firo. Colonel Kouns 

and his mon directod a covering firo against the enemy as Lioutenant Ott's group 
withdrew by taking quick cover in bamboo and running or crawling back through a 

Vineyard, getting to a house with three of his men. ne ` 
3 ao “SB Lieutenant Willis J. Ferrills landing approximately six miles south- 


east of NISCEMI, Lieutenant Forrill and two men marched north and, by 0900, 10 
July, had assembled 24 anlästed men. A strong defensive position was ‘set up on 
the high’ ground at. CASTLE NOCERA, 3 miles southeast of NISCEMI. A patrol sent 
out to contact the rest of the Battalion encountered a company of German enti- 
aircrafts In the engagement two Germans were killed and two captured, but the 
patrol was forced to withdraw to the defensive position. About 1400, 10 July, 
about 20 Italians attacked the position and were’repulsed, losing 14 of their 
force killed and 2 captured, In this engagement Private S. Re Hord killed 7 
| Italdans while attacking hostile machine gun positions, enabling his men to use 
captured machine gun fire oh rest of enemy. At the same time Private Lane killed 
four Italian riflemen who were protecting the machine guns. This engagement 
lasted approximately four hours, then the remaining Italians fled, leaving behind 
' machine guns, rifles, pistols, ammunition, and transportation. During thenhight, 
hostile patrole were driven off with a few shots by the listening posts which had 
been established by Lieutenant Ferrill. During the morning of the llth there was 
no action. At 1500 Lieutenant Watts contacted Lieutenant Willis Je Ferrill and 
that afternoon Lieutenant Watt's group joined bieutenant Ferrill. 


Sk Lieutenant George J. Watts: About lj miles southeast of NISCEMI, lèt 
Lieutenant George J. Watts had assembled anothor group of about 15 men by 0830, 
and had moved to a strategic hill and set up all round defensive positions which 
were: maintained July 10-11. About 1300 on Sunday, 11 July, this group contacted 
Lieutenant Forrill!s group by radio and moved over to join them. About 1530, 13 
July, tho group fired on a column of Gorman Infantry moving northeast toward NIS- 
~ CEMI. with 2 tanks. A fierce fight ensued with the paratroopers ropulsing the Gor- 
“mans, killing about 75 and losing 5 of their own mone 
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In this engagement maps were captured which provod of great value 
to the 16th Infantry, as well as mortars and other equipment. Private Lane, 
under oxposure of heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire, carried water to 103 
of his companions. The group had: minod roads surrounding thoir position (HAWKINS 
mines) and fought with 5 machine guns, 2 mortars, rifles and 2 rocket-launchers, 
plus machine guns which Lieutenant Ferrill's mon had captured, and had plenty 
of ammunition. On 14 July, Lioutonant Watt's group contacted a motorized pat- 
rol of the 16th Infantry who asked that ho hold the position to protect the 
right flank. ‘Younded and enemy prisoners were turned over to the 16th Infantry. 
On 14 July, he located the Battalion Command Post and reported there with re 
mining 104 men. Captured nateriel included Gerran rocon cars, valuable modi- 
cal supplies, three 240im Russian mortars, eight German machino guns, and a 
large quantity of ammunitione 


a Licutenant Fred X. Thorass About 5 milos southeast of NISCEMI, lst l 
Lieutorant Fred E. Thomas landed, and at 0200 on tho 10 July, he and five en «` 
listed mon advancod towards NISCEMI reaching the outskirts of the city about 
0550. No troops woro located there and the group worked their way wost looking 
for the rest of the Battalion. About 1000, 10 July, they encountered a^ strong 
force of Gorrans which was under fire. Lieutenant Thomas andbhis group attacked 
the left rear of the Germans, killing seven Gerrans, losing two dead and one 
wounded of this groupe The unidontifiod friondly force which had been firing 
on tho Germans had withdrawn, and Licutenant Thomas was forced to withdraw with 
his two romining men, Later that day eight non from "H"" Company, under command 
of Privato Ferrari, joined Lioutenant Thomas. Tho group of olovon workod its 
way to the southeast, several times boing Subjected to the firo of artillery 
and automatic weapons. On the 14th July, Lioutonant Thoras cano upon alarge 
winory, about 10 rilos cast of GELA, in which were two seriously injured and 
three uninjured mon of the 16th Infantry. ‘hile treating the injured, three 
German tank-non entered the winery and were capturod. However, the winery wae 
covered by two Mark VI Tanks. TherGermans also had a wounded man, and an agree 
ment was reached whor&by neithor force would tako prisonors, but would attompt 
to procure a doctor to treat the wounded. An American Medical Officor reached 
the group and attended the injured. Because their two Mark VI Tanks were too 
slow to evade the advancing Americans, the Germans burned them and about 50 in 
number withdrew on foot towards VITTORIA. Lieutenant Thoms and his group 
joined the 504th Combat Toam in the GEIA arca about 1700 on 14 July. 


AF. ACTION NORTHVEST OF BISCARI — (Lioutonant Potór J. Eaton) 








A Approxinatoly 2 miles northwest of BISCARI, at 2355 on 9 July, lst 
Licutonant Potor J. Eaton, "Hosdquarters Company", 5d Battalon Mortar Platoon, 
took charge of 3 planoloads that landed intact. On tho morning of 10 July, he 
rounded up all equipment and men. ho could find and proceeded west toward NISCEMI. 


A. At 1200, 10 July, scouts encountored 2 Italianscare towing 47an anti» 
tank guns. They killod tho occupahts and took the guns. With this added oquip- 
nont, positions were sot up, mined, and mannod, with guns covering roads toward 
BISCARI. Sorgoant Suggs of Headquarters Company, and’ 7 other mon of that Company 
manned these guns of which thoy. had no knowledge. Poro-sighting then, they fired 
then like voterans. l 


a About. 1230, a colurn-of Italian motorized infantry, with an ll-ton 
Italian tankotto in lead (ostinatod at a battalion because it oocupiod about 2200 
yards on Highway NISCEMI-BISOARI). Sergeant Su:gs and his mon knockod out tho 
tankette with thoir Italian 47cn anti-tank guns and sordisorganizod the foe with 
their firo, backod hy their own 8lnm mortars, that thoy rotroatod in confusione 


; ox Lioutorant Eaton, believing that the enemy force after roorganization, 
would be too large and possess too nuch Fire power for his own weapons, which 
wore carbines, dostroyod tho enory oquipmont and withdrew to the south. 


è 
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„F. on 11 July, Lieutenant Baton group contacted a Battalion of 180th 
Infantry and continued to fight with this forco to 12 July, when he learned low 
cation ef the Battalion Command Post and. joined it in the vicinity of GEA. It 
is noteworthy that thr ough ail this fighting, Lieutenant Eaton displayed superior 
leadership and utilization of hie non and firepower, and trat he brought his. 
group out without loss of a men killod or wounded. On one occasion the fight 

‘was so hot that ho destroyed his Simm mortars and withdrow. Worked with 160th 
Infantry for 2 days. i 

we ACTION VICINITY PACHINO ~ (Maior Willian Re Beall), 


Le Major Beall found hinsoif with onó (1) Medical Officer (Captain Wil- 
lian W., Kitchin) aftor jumping beside an“Itallan garrisone Surrounded by onchy, 
who wore hunting thon in tho dark, thoy withdrew to a vineyard to figure their 
location and attonpt to round up more noue About 0200, 10 July, they heard 
machine gun fire about 200. yards away and carbine return fire intornittontly for 

‘l'hour, and know othor troopers wore in the vicinity. About 0730, 10 Jtlv, an 
advance patrol of. Canadians cano un. They gave Major Beall thoir positions, ho 
asked help to attack garrison, but was not able to secure it, because Carsuisag 
had anothor mission, that of establishing and protecting boach-hoads in another 
zones Eo worked back to tho beach and got assistanco. Tho garrison was takon 
with Camdian assistance a little lator, Ono Italian Officor and 20 oniistod men 
wero onpturod, and six paratroopers were rolcascd, having boon inprigoned by Lia 
lians. Tho results were one United States and ono Canadian killod and buriod, 
and one United States Officer and one United States enlisted man evacuated to 
Canadian Hospital. Major Beall continued his search for more ren, and with what 
he rounded up, want back to the beach on the night of 10 July, staying there ail 
night. l i mU S 


EEE Ontthe morning of.ll July, went out to lst Canadian Division Headquar- 
ters on boat, not General Sirmons, who pronised transportation by boat to enable 
Americans to rojoin unit. l l . 

Wee July 12, Tuesday, Major Bsall, Captain Kitchin, and 18 onlistod nen 
left by RAF crash boat to rejoin unit, and stopped enroute at coast towns to pick 
up United States paratroopers, landed at SOOGLITTT on 13.July, and reportod to 
bivouac area west of VITTORIA (505th Combat Tean CP) with Captain Kitchin, one 
other officer, and 48 onlistod mon fron various organizations. At VITTORIA, Ma jor 
Beall was told that Battalion Corranfins Officer had boob captured and he was in 
command» Ha proceeded to organizo tho rowinier of tho Battalion preparatory to 
continuing operations. Assenblod.a total cf 4 officers and 90 enlisted uon. 

There reorganization was effected and Battalion continued its mission with Conbat 
Toari 504, °° ` mtd ; 


JFK UTHEN TICAT ION: 


_.. de It is indicated that this report does not cover in full dotail every 
action in which sections of tho 3d Battalion wero efaared. It doo8, ‘howover,. pre» 
Sent a general picture, which will bo supplononted by such furtnor data ag wild 
become availables u uo 2 E 
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The African sun, like a bloody curious oye, hung on tho rim of the world 
as hundreds of airplans on cs coughed into life, spewing minature dust storcg 
across the flat wastes of a Resort airfiolde 





vt 


Thin alurinus skins of (-47s vibrated like di cawn snare drums and as para- 
troopers heaved thorsolves up into tho planos and sought their predesignated 
seats, they wrinkled their nosos at the smell of gasoline and lacquer that 
flooded the planos! intoriors, 


. 


Spearheading the airborne invasion of Sicily, the 5d Battalion, 504th Par: 
chute Infantry, crossed the North African coast as the sun flared briofly, tho: 
plurmetod into the Mediterrancans Flak roso thinly into tho dusky sky ahead-— 
probably Malta, tho paratrcopers ariniy thoughte 


Detached fron tho roginont for tactical roquireronts, tho 3d Battalion 
crosso over the Sicilian coast on schodulo and jumped on its assigned drop 
zone, July 9, 1945. 


For two days the mon of the 4d Battalion fourht an caony superior in num 
bors and oquipnonto By D/3 it had achiovod its initial mission and was re- 
turned to roginontal control. 

The remainder of the rogiment, lead by Coloncl Re H. Tucker, loaded planos 
and took off from the dusty airstrips around Kairouan, Tunisia, on July 11, 
1945. As tho planes cruis: jd over tho churning soa, all was quict; sone closed 
their eyes and prayed that it would ramin culot, while othor aaxiovsly cranod 
their necks to poor ahead or to look down at whe whitccapped waves which tossed 
fifteen feet below tho planos. 





Nearing tho Sicilian const, tho formationcef 0-478 was: fired upon by a` 
naval vossel. Imediatoly, as though upon a proarrenged signal, other vossols 
fired. Planes dropped out of forration and crashed into tho son; Others, like 
clumsy whales, whoeled and atteuptod to gat beyond the flak, which rose in fcun- 
tains of fire, lighting the stricken facos of mon as they starod through tho 
windows, 


Moro planes dived into tho sea and those that escaped broko forration and 
raced like a covey of quail for what they thought was tho protoction of the 
beach. But they wore wrong. Over the beach they woro hit again-this time by 
Ánerican ground units, who, having scen tho naval barrage, believed the planos 
to bo German, Moro planes fell and fron sone of thon, men jumped and oscapod 
alive; tho loss fortumte woro riddlod by flak bofcro reaching the ground. 


‘Firod upon by our own Navy and shore trcops, in one of tho groatest trago- 
dios of World War II, tho 504th Parachute Infartry, loss tho 3d Battalion, was 
scattered like chaff in the wind over tho longth aud breadth of Sicily Island 
Golenel Tucker's plane, after twice flying tho length of:tho Sicilian coast and 
with ovor:2000 flak. holes through the fusclage, roached the DZ nar GELA; how» 
over, few others woro as fortumte and by morning, only 400 of the reginent's: 
1600 non (excluding the 5d Battalion) Ind reached tho rogimontal area. 
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Other plane loads of 504 nen dropped in isolated groups on all parts of 
the island, and although unable to join tho regimont, carriod out donolitions, 
cut lines of communications, ostablished inland rcad-blocks, ambushed German 
and Italian motorized columns, and caused confusion ovor such oxtonsivo areas 
behind the oneny lines that initial German radio reports ostinetod the number 
of Amorican parachutists dropped to bo over ten tines tho number actvally 
participatingi 


On the 15th of July, with tho 5d Battalion roturnod to roginental control 
and with about half of the remainder of tho reginont assonbled in tho vicinity 
of AGRIGENTO, tho 504 moved out in the atiack, spearheading tho ccastal drive 
of tho 82d Airborne Division. ith Italian light tanks, motorcycles, horses, 
bicyclos, mules, trucks, and oven whoclbarrows for transportation, tho reg inont 
pressed forwardg a cocky, spirited bunch of "nechanized" paratroopors heading 
into battle. l 


Resistance, for tho most part, was light; tho Germans hid withdrawn to tho 
north and sast, leaving bohind garrisons of Italian soldiors who would fire a 
fow shots, and i'wing "saved faco" (and othor portions of their respective ana- 
tonios) would raise tho white flag of surrender. The gruelling Meditorranoan 
sun, howover, told on the foot-wsary paratroopers; it was march, march, march, 
day and night-thoy prayed for tho enomy te nuke a stand so that they could stop 
and fight-and rest. For five days and nights this continued, and in an out- 
standing tributo to the physical stanina of parachute troops, non of tho 504 
walked and fought their way fron AGRIGENTO to ST. MARGUERITA-a- distance of 150 
nilcse 


Having roachod ST. MARGUERITA, tho rogiment again parted fron Division and 
turnod ncrth toward ALCAMO and CASTELIAMARE DEL GOLFO. ‘Those towns wore taken 
successfully and at CASTELLAMARE tho regiment asauncd tho dutios of a policing 
forco, which activity they continuod for ton days. On the tenth day, tho 504 
was-shuttlod by plane back to its base at KAIROUAN, NORTH AFRICA. 


Although theSicilian oporation was costly, both in lives and equipnont, 
valuablo oxperionce was gained by those who survived, untold darage was inflic- 
**d behind onany lines, many prisoners wore capturce (tho 62d Division was credi. 
ted with 22,000), and Nazi and Facist fcrcoa woro £ivon their first dose of a ` 
nodicine that proved to bo fatal-and ono that they understandably feared. It 
was with this experience that the new-veteran 504 returned to AFRICA to prepare 
for tho invasion cf tho Italian mainland. 
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SECTION IV 


CASTALTIES IN SICILIAN CAMPAIGN 
 (OORRECTED THROUCH 5 MAY 1945) 





ENTIRE DIVISION 


Ae aa ta 


Killod in Action 25 


Diod of Younds 
Prisonors of War 8 
Missing in Action 5 
Missing in Action to Roturn to Duty 2 
Wounded 16 
Wounded to Duty 24 
80 
CASUALTIES 

BY 


TYPE AND UNIT 


Division Headquarters 
Missing in Action al 
TOTAL 1 
504th Parachute chute Infantry Roginont 
Killod in Action 11 
Diod of Tounds - 
Prisonors of War 6 
Missing in Action 4 


Missing in Action to Roturn to Vii: dia 

"Toundod 

Wounded to Returnod to Duty 
TOTAL 


505th Para chute Infantry Roriront 


Killod in Action 
Diod of Younds 
Prisoners of “ar 
Missing in Action 
Missing in Action to Bass to Di: 2 


IT 
NS 


Di C 


Wounded 7 
Wounded to ReturnedotduByuty 14 
TOTAL 27 


307th Airborne Engineer: Battalion 


Killod in Action 


Prisoners of War - 
Missing in Action - 
Missing in Action to Returned to Duty = 
Wounded l 
"ounded to Returnod to Duty ER 
TOTAL 5 
ve 


Enlistod 
Mon 


165 
6 
164 
A5 
n 
121 
314 
884 


Enlistod 
Mon 


ek 
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Total 


190 - 


172 
48 
73 

137 


964 


Total 


424 
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Enlistod 





Officors Men Total 
476th Parachute: Field Artillory . 

Battalion 
Killod in Action “2 25 28 
Prisonors: of War - - = 
Missing in Action |. ^ ^^ | - 7 T 
Missing in Action to Roturnod to Duty- 1 i 
Wounded: - anm 2 
Wounded to Returnes to Duty EA 1605 . 16. 

TOTAL 2 5 .57 

456th Parachuto Field Artillory 

Battalion 
Killed in Action 2 9 i 
Diod of Wounds l 1 
“Prisoners of "ar - 1 1 
Missing in Action - i i 
Missing in Action to Roturnod to Duty - 4 4 
Wounded 1 4 5 
Wounded to Roturnod to Duty m .29 DEL 

TOTAL IATA MN NERIS III en 





TOTAL DIVISION CASUALTIES Pe) 
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THE 82D AIRBORNS DIVISION 


SICILY AND ITALY 


PART TIT =-=- ITALY 


"Contact Imminent" 


Description of Operation from 
Planning Phase to Execution 


Kissiin So Xomo 


fxeerpio from "No Spaghetti 
for Breakfast" 


Division after-hetion Report. 

Unit Reports 

a. Ihe 325th Glider Combat Team 

b. The 504th Parachute Infantry 
Combat Team. 

c. The 505th Parachute Combat Team 
(1) 2d Battalion, 
(2) lst Pattalion. 


(3) 34 Battalion. 


Casualties. 





SEOTION I 


—... 


. "CONTACT IMMIMENTU ^ 


(i narrative of pre-campaign activities of the 
82d iirborne yide July — September 1943.) 


` 


FORBICRD | 

The combat operations of the 82d Airborne Division in the Italian Campaign 
are recorded elsewhere. The following account is concerned only with the re- ` 
markable series of orders, counter orders, plans, changes in plans, marches anc 
counter-marches; missions and remissions, by air, water and land, endured by tk 
Division prior to entry in combat. This record might be termed, "A Saga of 
Change". Ib is 2 monument to the spirit and mental flexibility of the men and 
officers of the Divisione 


M t€ s 


THE STORY 


On July 29, 1943, the parachute elements of tho 82d Airborne Division, 
together with a minimum of Headquarters and Special Troops, some. 5,0C0 officer: 
and men in all, were disposed in and around TRAP.NI, C4STZIVAZIRANO, MARSaLa, 
Milani , CASTELLAMARE and ALCAMO, SICILY. 


These troops had just completed a whiriwind conquest of Western Sicily; 
conmencing on July 9 when the first parachutist dropped and ending with the 
assault and reduction of tho fortified city of TRAPANI on July 23, 1943. Now, 
without rest from the arduous campaign, they were fully occupied with the 
impressive task of evacuating some 28,000 prisoners of war, restoring order, 
and assisting in rehrbiiitating the country. The complexity of this work was 
tromendously increased by the fact that, tho spread throughout the western 
third of the Islanc, the Division had only 52 jeeps and 48-23 ton trucks. 


Air Corps supplices, personal clothing and equipment, in Pat all items 
of issue, were sadiy deoletod. Personnel had parachuted or airlanded with one 
combat uniform and in most instances without blankets or tentage. However, the 
troons were in fine conditicn end in excellent morale, 


‘The remainder of tnc Division restively awaited combat orders at their 
departure airfields in tho vicinity of KAIROUAN, TUNISIA, some 275 miles across 
tho MEDITERRAN TEAN a i à 


It was under these circumstances that the Division Commander, on July 29, 
1943, received his initial instructions for the participation of the Division 
in the. coming Italian campaign. Profiting from the lessons learned in SICILY, 
he repcatodly and vigorously urged a minimum of three weeks, combined air-- 
grcund. training with the Troop Carrier Command. He urgently recommended that 
the 824 Airborne Division be immediately concentrated in the KATROUAN Arca for 
the purpose of reorganization, reequipping and training. 


On sugust 2, a portion of the Division staff reported to Fifth army Head- 
quarters at ALGIERS, where plans were formulated for the employment of the 
Division, worked out in detail, and thon changed many times. The Fifth army 
ground force assault plan was definitely fixoc frcm tne beginning. In sub- 
stance it was to lend on the SALERNO buuches, light northwest, capture NAPLES, 
push on to ROID sna evenbually overrun all of northern ITALY. How best to ex- 
ploit the sirbcrne Division was a problem of considerable concern and much 
speculation. 


By now. it had ae apperent. that Bienen headquarters would move the Trooz 
Carrier Command from the KAIROUAN aka to SICILY a few days prior to tho 
Italian campaign, This at once presented a serious obstacle to combined trai- 
ning. Further, it was impossible bo obtain-a release so that the troops in 
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SICILY could return to KAIROUAN. Permission for the return was witheld until 
other forcos became available in SICILY to replace the 62d Airborne Division. 


"hile the Division propor, both in SICILY and in NORTH AFAICA, wont about 
its training and:its duties, operatioml projects for the Airborne invasion 
of ITALY were born, ratured and died, one aftor anothor, at Fifth Arsy Head“ 
quarters, ALGIERS, 


The original of six missions for the 82d Airborno Division, all planned 
in detail, callod for the seizure by an airborno task ie ce of the towns of 
NOCERA and SARNO at tho oxits to tho passes lending northwost fror SALERNO, 
Every available transport plano and every. available ui 313 of each, were 
sarnarkcd for tho oneration, The early capture of these passes, on the nisht 
of D-1 Day, was held to bo vitalto tho dosbouchiont cf the 10 British Corps. 
onto tho Plain of NAPLES, A small seaborne task force fron the Division was 
designated to land in the AMALFI--LAIORI Area. Plana were developed to tho 
last detail. Excellent aorial photegraphs wore obtained, drop zones and 
lancinz fields carefully selected and minutoly located. Tho air approach to 
the drop zones ard landing Piolds presented rany difficulties. One approach 
Mas carry tho transport planes over intenso oneny flake Ths other approach 

required passage over the high mountains of tho SORRENTINE Peninsula. Tho 
most suitable drop zones were far fron satisfactory. The nost suitable glider 
landing zones consisted of widely scattered small fields. In order for para~ 
chutists to drop in force fron a suitable altitude, the flight would have 
been in from the sea and across tho coast Enns of CASTELLAMARE,. The 
only suitable slider release point was sone 4,500-6,000 foot above the SORREN- 
TINE Mountains, with a resultant slide of NE miles. After a great deal 
of study andplanning, tho NOCIRA-SARNO operation was a 








It was now August 12, only tventy-seven days before D-Day, Septomber 9th. 
One-half of the Division was sti scattered over the wostorn end of SICILY, 
not yet re~clothed or roequipped. There had been no car bined air-ground tra ine 
ing»  Thoro was no plan fcr the oe cf the Division, other than the 
very definite undorstanding that tho Division bigis E onployed scosehow sore- 
where» All of this éospite tho ecntinued efforts of the Division Cormandor to 
concentrates, reorganize and train the Division in the KATROUAN Arca, fron 
which the Troop Carrisr Command had not as yet movode 





It was on August 16 that the Division Corrandor received his first in 
timation of a brand new plan for ui employment of the Division, On that 
dato ho was told that a docision had boen rade to conduct an airborne operation 
on the VOLTURNO River, northwest of NAPLIS and sone 40 miles from the nearest 
Alliod beach landings in tho vicinity of SALERNO. Relief cf tho airborne 
troops by around olocents of tho Fifth Arny could not be expected for rany 
days» Ro-5upply by air boca*o a critical item. Again the &irborno im chinery 
shifted into high goare Now, only ninstzon days a beforc D-Day. 
Gone was the expectation for any substantial air-ground training with the 

Troop Carrier Comrand. It was too late. Evo oy effort had to bo concentrated 

n gottins the troops back from SICILY and: Kosquippius a It was imperative 
that tho planning stage bo cut to a minimum in order that tho Division might’ 
have aa opportunity to acquaint itsclf with its mission, E" stor than a thousanc 
ropiecoronts must bo absorbod into tho tuo prachute combat teams. 


The junior officers and the onlistod uen of the Division did not know, 








but they sensed a coming onerntion, The Division Cormander flew almost in 
circles, sgain and again, fron his Division Gormand Post at TRAPANI, GOO 
odd miles to hie planning staff at Fifth irmy Headquarters, ALCIERS, thence 
ovor 400 miles to hie Division Command Post at KALTROUMN, thence almost 300 
miles to his Division Cotrnend Post at TRAP'NT, He end his staff labored cea- 
selessly with tho concurrent problema. o? the comins oncrations snd those 

of renescmbly end re-equipoing tho Division, Unit .comeonders were rractical- 
ly helpless, in so far aa preparations wero corcerncd, because of the 9bscnco 
of definite plans, Mo supplios or ropincements could be shipped into SICILY 
in the timo available; that would have to be done upon return to NORTH AFRICA, 
The long distances separating the various headquarters preatly hampered 
communications when time was of the csscnoc, 


















After many requests to have the Division relieved from the Sicilian Army 
of Occupation and retumed to its base in KAIJAN, orders were received to send 
staff representatives to Sovonth Army Headquarters in PALERMO to formulate 
plans to wove the Division by truck to PALERMO, thence by sca to BIZERTE md 
thence by truck to KAIROUAN. Tho C-5 and asst. G-5 doparted from TRAPANI on 
August 17 on this mission, The Division Commander vaa in ALGIERS when these 
orders were received, 





At 1500 August 18 a radio from the Division Commander at ALGIERS was re- 
ceived at TRAPAFI dircotinz the Chief of Steff and the two parachute combat 
team commanders to moet him st 1600 on CASTHLVETRANO airfield, At CASTELVETRANO 
the Division Commander informsd these officers that cll arrangements had been 
made and that, coxmoncing the next morning, the troops in SICILY would bo pre- 
pared for air movoment back to FAIROUAN., 


During the nicht units so^ttcrcd over the western ond of SICILY were 
alerted by radio, telephone md courtier, To Division had only 24 trucks to 
move personnel and equipment .o the airfields, which wore as much as 45 miles 
awaye ALL jeeps vero accounted For and impoundads 1t 0200 hours tho orders 
were confirnod end the troops moved out, On that day, Auzust 19, ^nd until 
dark on lusuct 20, 0-47 planos droned singly nd in groups in and out of 
BORIZZO and CASTELVETRAIO airficlds, lording airborne troops and equipment, Thu: 
better than half of the strongth of the Division, with sil but the heaviest of 
equipment, was air-tronsported by shuttle to tho KATROUW Aros on August 29 and 
20. Spsed vas essential, end it is vell indeed that the movenont was executed 
by air without red taps end corplicated "coordination", The troops and equip- 
ment simply loaded up and took off for NORTH AFRICA. Tho Staff officers who 
had been in Army Headquarters at PALERMO, formulsting tho move by sen to AFRICA 
arrived with anprovad but complicated plans for a rail-water-rail journey just 
in time to board the last transport plane for ‘STRIGA, The official confirmatory 
orders for the truck and sea novoront arrived threc days later after the Div- 
ision closed in the KAIROUAN Arca, Only sixtoen dava until D Day. 











The now red hot operationel plan for the VOLTURNO mission involved 
simultaneous airborne and sonborne landings by the Division, It was planned 
thet the scabame task force would take in essential ammunition and supplies 
for the sirborne task foree, with waich it was to make contact within 24 hours 
after lending. Again, 211 svaileblo airplenes and sliders were to participate. 
That portion of the Division not involved in the air ausault Was to land on the 
beaches at the mouth o? the VOLTURNO during the night of Del Day. This miosion 
was denominated as tho GIANT operation, It undervont several changes within: the 
fow days immedintoly folloving August 18, Finally, it wis broadened to include 
the destruction of all crossings over the VOLTURNO from TRIMLISCO (northeast 
of CAPUA) to the son, l 


Not onc individual in the entire Division, officor or mm, had over had any 
exporichce or instruction in amphibious operations. Yet, a fullflcdgod beach 
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assault was schedulad to be undertaken within tuo wecis„ A limited nunber 
of officers wis selected wd rushed off to PORTE POULE, Te ‘e, for anpnibious 


training. 





On August 20 the compo: bisa of the sonborn ie task force sould not be 
settled, beenuse the nurbor and composition of the assault borts was not de~ 
finite, ‘Plans ucro made for aaphibious training of the troops at BIZERTE, but 
there were no craft yet availeble st the port. Shuttle of tho troops to 
BIZERTE was hevortheloss commenced. Thoy bopan to arrive at BIZERTE on August 
25. Thero wore no eraft avoilablo for trainings Only olovcn days remsined 
before embarkation, Mo number cf ass Dodi orato to bo medo available was 
suddeniy increased and more units were sent to BIZERTE, The assault craft 
finally arrived snd intensive ii vos immedintoly commenced, Training 

efforts were rointod to the elerients hoin g loaded and prepared for the in- 
vasion by midnight September 5. 


‘The anphibious operation had bern plamod on tho sketchiest of beach 
studies, “hile.the amphibious training wis in progress at BIZERTE, it became 
doubtful that tho beaches at the mouth of the VOLTURNO River wero suitable for 
landing. Nevertheless, the amphibious training continued apace with the beach 
Study. As tho beach study prozressod, it bocnno increasingly obvious that 
there would bo srcat difficulty attendant upcn ^ lending. 


Then, in tho midst of frantic offoris to pass on a vininum. of training to 
all units, ordors wore roceived on Septorbor M directing that loading must be 
corpleted by Soptenbor 3. Water-proof ing of the vohiclos ws conducted cond 
currently with anphioious training, and, by 1600 on Sonterbor 3, all troops, 
vehicles, sunnlics, ammunition and squimiunt wore loaded on the assault craft 
‚and ready to sail. 


Turn now to Arrey Eeadqu?rtors at ALGIERS. Tuoro, unknotm to the Scaborne 
Task. Force Commander, tho bosch ent, because of the recfs and shoals, was 
successively reduced, first to one battalion of infantry, thea to one company 
of infantry, and Pineily io a naval bombardment without troop landings. This 
Left appro cimately os of the cocbat strength of the Division stranded at 

DIZERTE without a missioni It now bocama imperativo that the airborne task 
foras in the VOLTURM 1 by air and pleas therefore were fully 





O River be renupolied 
developed "ith the arcatest poseible haste, 


The Troop Carrier Command was ordered to permnnent chance o? station in 
.SIOILY, on nino séparate departure 2irfields, stretching more than 100 miles 

across thc island, The 82d Division obviously had to male the sane change of 
station. This in the midst of asseult plans that chenged almost daily. Un- 

imaginable communications difficultics arosce. Tho dispersion of the Division 
at KAIROUAM. itself was over an area of spproxiustoly 600 square miles. 


Gone was tho opportunity for my raal air-grovad training. It vas im 
possible to parachute, roscue parrchutes and repack thon in tius for the im 
pending operations, However, because of its vital neeessity, 2 week.of such 
training was esheduled and some four days of sono oxceuted to a fairly satis- 
factory dogroc, , The Division was only *blo to placo the junpnastor in each 
plane and have tho "sticks" of parachutists revresontcd by a few replaccuonts 
who had not hed a night jump. Whether the units at BIZERTE vould participate 
in the Itelian campaign ^t 211, and, if so, when and how, vas now m impor- 
tant question, Arby Hcadquartorg oe this by dirooting that to the extent 
that shipping became available tho units at BIZERTE would be exbarked as a 
floating resorvo. í . = 


All of this tino, the 2nd Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry, was attached 
to tho Division. ‘bout August 25, orders were roceived to the effect that it 
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was contemplated using the 509th for a drop nission on call in any of the 
areas around NOCERA, SARNO, MINTURNO, BATTAPAGLIA, otc. Studies and plans for 
such a call had to be at once instituted and carriod to a practical degree 

of conclusions i 


Concurrently, arrangements were being hastily made with the Air Forces 
and with the Navy for the routing of the air columns, placing of ships with 
radio md lights to mark points along the route, eto, 


: Alternative plans and studies were undertakon for tho use of the divisional 
units to be eriharked at BIZERTE in Floating Army Reserve, For re-supply of 

the airborne task force scheduled to drop in the VOLTURNO Valley, 4 daily 
automatic 90-plano ro-supply progran was worked out, 


It was agrced with the Troop Carrier Command that upon termination of tho 
one week's joint nir=-ground training on August 21, tho Troop Carrier Command 
would move to SICILY, get itself settled, and thon return to the K\INMUWN Arca 
to pick up tho airbome assault troops who were to bo already conbat-loaded, 
The airborne assault troops would then be landod at tho proper ficlds in 
SICILY, fron which they would take off for combat a few days lator, 


It should be borne in mind that all of these plans and changes, orders 
and counter-orders, were issued from and conmunicated to widely separated 
Command Posts. Fifth Army Main Headquarters wore at MOSTACAMEM, 680 niles by 
air from KAIBOUAN, Army Advance Headquarters were at ALGIERS, 600 miles from 
SICILY and over 400 wiles from Division Haadquerters nt KAIROUAN, Troop Carrier 
' Command was at SOUSSE, 30 miles from KAIROUAN, until it moved over 200 miles, 
into SICILY. 


Re-supoly by air for the VOLTURNO River ^ir assault force vas, of 
course, utterly essential. Hindsight shows that re-supply by ground forces 
could not have been effected for several weeks, Beach landings could not be 
made. 30, when the Air Forces determined on August 26 that re-supply by air 
was deemed impracticable, the VOLTURNO River mission had to bo drastically 
altered. The Cormander=in=Chief directed a new plan reducing the size of the 
airborne task force to a parachute regimental combat team, less one infantry 
battalion, carrying enough supplies and ammunition to last four or five days. 
At the time of these instructions it was aparently thought by higher head- 

quarters that ground rolicf would be effected within that period, Notice of 
this major change vas dispatched by officer courier from ALGIERS, and the 
next day, September 1, began all of the multitudinous cancellations and re- 
visions down to smaller units, Only seven days remgineds 


The Division Cormandcr, \ssistant Division Commander, Chief of Staff, G-2, 
3 and 4 remained in KAIROUAN assisting the regimental corbat team commander 
affect his plans and checking the air movement of the combat team and the 
remainder of Division (less amphibious force) to departure fields in SICILY. 
They were to sail with the amphibious force on Septoubor 2. They planned to 
Leave KAIROUAN at 1500 September 2, baggage and personnel was to be loaded on 
ships by 1600 that day. At 1120 a message wis received that the Commanding 
General, North African Air Forces, desired to soc the Division Commander at his 
headquarters in LAMARSA, When the Division Commander and his staff arrived at 
LAMARSA thoy were informed that an airborne operation was contemplated in the 
ROME Arca, The Division Commander was to report to the Commanding General, 
Fiftcenth Army Group, at SYRACUSA, SICILY, without delay. The importance of the 
mission overweighed any objections as to lack of tine to properly brief troops 
of any other scrious defect that wight arise. Tic Division Commander and his 
staff departed for SYRAOUSA by sir and arrived at dusk on September 2 and 
immediately went into conference, 


H 
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The FOME ana bodame linoim as GIANT IT, It called for tho placing of 
the strongest airborne task force which vailahlo aircraft would carry, on md 
near three airficlds. pot tatty oast end ndrthosot of ROME on the night of 
D-1 Day, September 8, 1943, with the mission of dofonding that city in con- 
junction with Italian force: in the arca, S 

Turn back now to KAIRUAN., There the Division continuod its prop^rationa 
for the VOLTURNO and for tho sc^borno floating rcsorvo, wholly unaware of the 
fast-dovoloping radical chango. ‘The ROME mission had not become dofinite enough 
and plans had not reathed a sufficiontly advanced stage to justify changing 
the course of preparation In which tho Division was alrondy ngagoda 


At SYRACUSA conversations. with the Italian Army ronrosontatives continued 
over the next 36-hour period, It finally developed that tho Italian Aruy ro- 
presentativss could malte no guerantse that their forecs could silence the coastal 
anti-aircraft over which the troop transport plonss vould have to fly to arrive 
at ROME, nor to eu?rantéco that rirriclds necessary for air landing wold be con~ 
trolled by thon. To have attenpted the mission under these circumstances would 
heve been dis^strous. iicmmilo, tino ticked one 


‘But American troops had to lad in ROME, The Armistice had been signed, 
sealed and dolivered with that undcrstending. Only the most unlooked for com- 
Boi us could justify the non-performance of an airborne nission to ROME, It 

s determined to jump and air-Land a small airborne task forco of one parachute 
EI combat tram, less one infantry battalion, with air-lended rcinforco- 
ents, md an advance ochelon of Division Headquarters, at two nirficlds, 

FURBARA and. CERVETIRI, some 25 wiles northwest of RUE. Thon, if cvorything went 
“well, it was planned to jump "nd See other cloticnts of the Division on 
successive nights, 


The Troop Oerricr Cond was busily cngagcd in moving to SICILY. Wpon 
completion of that nove the airborne troops at K^I3OUAM M à to bc transported to 
SICILY and immediately thoroaftor troops would have to ia off fron the 
Sicilian departure airfields for ROME, or whatever other nission might bo doter- 
mined upon, 


With the ROME mission definitely ordered, tho Division Commander released 
his staff plaming group on September 2. They returned by air to KAIROUAN and 
BIZERTE and late that evening the Division troops ot BIZIRTE received their 
first notice of this most rcoont changes Only four full days ronsinod. Two of 
these would have to be used for ir wovenont from MATROUAN and BIZERTE to SICILY. 





Meanwhile, on that sanc day, September 5, at about 1300 tho Conmonding 
Officer of tho suphibious task force, Colo3el Lovis, received radio instructions 
to noet tho Fifth Army Commander personally nt BIZERTE Airficld at 1400, There, 
Colonel Lewis wos instructed thet this amphibious mission had bocn cancelled, that 
all of the asseult craft wore ‚urgently needed for mother niscion involving other 
troops, and that 411 o? his troops, supplios, vehicles, etc., nov being lorded 
mist be cleared off the craft not later then 1900 that aftornoon,. Back to the 
asphibigus londing area went Colonel Lewis as fast ^s his jocp would take hin. 

It was ^ bitter disappointnent to all of the officers md wen, but in the beat 
e of the Division all hands bim to nd unlorded and cleared all 

ft. in record tive, . By 1730 that evaninz cvory craft had been released. Water- 
n on vehicles was removed. Units, vchiclos, otc., rcturnod to bivouac on 
the beach ten niles fron BIZIRTE, Further instructions ucro awaited. 


An interesting sidelicht on the cancellation o? the auphibious task force 
orders wis tho fact that 83 close ms the oe olo:cnt that it was necessary for 
the Army Commander at SYRASUSA to take the mossırc to Coloncl Lewis personally 
When the Army Cotuzander 2316 the decision, his was tho only planc available and 
the order could only bo transported by plone in tino to reach Colonel Lewis bo- 
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fore his forcos would have sailed. 


Late on tho afternoon of Septer Kar. 5, Colonel Lewis received instructions 
fron the Division Comander to propare for movement to SICILY by plane at once, 
The designrted departuro field was at MATEUR, ^ 25-hour truck trip from thc 
bivouac, Such trucks as could be procured vere demediately put into opor^tion 
and snuttling of troops 8, equipment, and supplics mo commencode ` 


The io morning, Sepa: 4, the Divicion Cormmnnder rotumed by ^ir to 
BIZERTE to dissévinete the GIANT ri plan nd spesd both planning end movenent. 
On Septenber 5 tho Division Comandor and his staff at PIZOIIE continued to * 
supervise planning for those elements which thc day before had bien aboard 
assault creft md wore aov scheculod for SEO E $9 action by air landing in 
tho ROME Aroan A complicata sd fugtling of available oireratt was worked out 
whereby the troops at BIZERTE sould bo flown to SICILY md then on svocossive 
days to reinforce tho troops which vold hve alresdv dropped on D-1 in tho 
ROME Arca, . 


On thc nicht of September 4 rcpresentatives of. tho Division Staff and the 
Troop Carrier Command worked until Lite in thc night plannine tho troop movo- 
ment by “air from KAIROUAM! and BIZTRTE to Sicili^n doperturo airficlds. The next 
morning, Septeubor 5, troop movement by sir from Kalroumn uss comcneed. Tyo 
days were required for the shuttling of the troops at KAIROUAN end BIZERTE into 
SICILY, 





Moanthite, at BIZERTE the Division Commender nnd his staff werc preparing ' 
to leave for SICILY, At about 0800 that day, Scptombor 5, radio instructions 
werg roccived to tho effect thet shiprine would be uade available that day for > 
a smell scaborne task force of one artillery battalion, thrco anti aircraft 
batterics and ^ company of infantrye Also, tho smie radio instruction attached 
three platoons of the @13th Tank Dcstroyor Battalion to tho Division and directed 
that these throe platoons would bo included in the newly set un scaborno task 
force. The mission of this ocabornc task force was to suprort thc ROME operation. 


The Division Ooza^onder dosimrten the 319th Clidor Picld Artillery 
Battalion, plus the onti-circraft batterica of tho 80th Airborne Anti- -Aireraft 
Battalion And onc commany of the 504th Parachute Infantry, together vith the tank 
destroyer clonents. Lt. Sol. Bertsch wns placed in comma of this sea. ex- 
pedition. The Division Commander and his staff loft byiplano for SICILY. 
Colonel Lowis assuued full responsibility for. tho untor-borie FERN 

No ono know tho whereabouts of thc SL3th Ten: Dostroyor Ba talion. None of 
the port authoritios had rcocivod any orlera nt all concemine the oristenco of 
any Such. anphibious force as hid buen firoctede The 219 th Pield Artillery. 
Battalion ani the 60th ‘nti-airerart Battalion were diverted from movenent by 
air just in tino, Late that nicht the Tonk Destroyer Battalion was located sono 
AO miles from BIZERTE. | M1 units commenced movorent into the dock arca, Vou 

hicles aad weapons were asain waterproofed. 


Actually, it was not until the next rorning, Sontonber 6, thet: Colcncl 
Bertsch roccived definite orders and it waa caccrtsined th^t two LOTs and two 
LOIs wore av^ilablo for the sca oxpedition. iiditional vessels had been assignod 
but their whorcabouts were not. kòm, These atditionel vessels were British | 
and it was finally determined that they gat uot bo available at all. In this 

enorgoncy tho Ancrican adriral.in the harbor ano to the rescue and. provided 
additional craft, Loading co —onood on Scotcubor.7. Mo one know when tho :exs 
pedition vould upemchor anà away... Many chansos es boen nnde in vessel assign- 
ments, so th^t the final composition of the little ^rzada was three LOIs and only 
one LIT. However, all of the above troops were crowded aboard, 
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Under secret orders the three ICIs sailed September 8. The IST sailed 
September 9, 


When the little flotilla pulled away from the BIZERTE docks, its com- 
mander knew only that his destination was "FF", and that if no one met him 
at "FF" he was to sail on to "GG", He strongly suspected that both "FF" and 
"GG" were in the RCME Arca, (Later information disclosed that the point "FF" 
was on the beach just north of the mouth of the TIBIR River and that the point 
"GG" was up the TIBER River halfway from its mouth sa the City of ROME, | 


Colonel Bertsch, on the LST, knew not where his three LCIs were and 
could only depend on fate and fortune for a rendezvous. Nor would the naval 
officers in command of the vessels know any more than he did. 


Once at sea, radio instructions were received directing that the sea- 
borne force report to the Commanding General, Fifth Army, aboard UsSe AMCON, 
in the Gulf cf SALERNO, for orders, Fortunately, these rendezvous instruc- 
tions were received by all of the craft and on September 10 Colonel Bertsch 
reported to the Fifth Army Commander aboard the U.S, ANCON. The Fifth Army 
Commander directed that the seaborne force land on the beaches at MAIORI, where 
they would go into action as a pert of the Hanger Force operating through the 
passes across the SORKENTINE Peninsula, 


With destination and mission changed, the flotilla landed on the beaches 
of MAIORI on Septenber ll and joined tho Ranger Force, 


As soon as the seaborne task force had been set up at BIZERTE, Colonel 
Lewis procesded with the movemsas of the remainder of his force, principally 
the 325th Glider Infantry and the 3rd Bn., 504th Parachute Infantry, on to do- 
parture fields in SICILY, 


Meanwhile, in SICILY, every member of both the Division and the Troop 
Carrier Command worked day and night making final preparations fcr the ROME 
mission, Twenty-four hours prior to take-off time, Brigadier General Taylor, 
Division Artillery Commander, was moved secretly by Italian Army authorities 
into the City of ROME. He was accompanied by a representative of the Troop 
Carrier Command, 


It was not until 1400 ón Del Day, when Brigacier General Lemmnitzer, 
Fifteenth Army Group, arrived at tho Division Command Post at LICATA by plane, 
that the Divisicn Commander first knew of the possibility of tho ROME mission 
being called off, 


The Italian Armistice had been signed. It was to be anncunced by the 
Allied Commander-in-Chief in a radio broadcast scheduled for approximately 
1730 on D-1 (September 8), Marshal Badoglio, broadcasting from Rudio ROME, was 
scheduled to follow the Commander-in-Chief on the air, By the use of a code 
word inserted into his speech, Badoglio was to signify whether or not the 
Italian authorities were still prepared to support the 82d Airborne Assault, 


The Division Commander and several members of his staff drove to Troop 
Carrier Command Headquarters, LICATA, late on the afternoon of September 8 to 
listen in on a special receiving set, This set failed to function at the 
appointed time. Had the Armistice been announced or not? Fortunately, the 
Division Chief of Staff discovered a small portable commercial set in time to 
hear the concluding remerks of the Ccmmander-in-Chief, which included an . 
announcement of the armistice. For some unknown reason Marshal Badoglio did 
not immediately follow General Eisenhower. In fact bis radio address came on 
the air about 1900» 
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The Division Commander and his staff immediately returned to the 

Division Command Post, believing that the mission would be flown as prepared, 
Meanvhile, General Teylor had returned from ROME with the strong recommendation ` 
that the mission be cencelled because the Germans had full knowledge of the plar 
and the Italiens would be unable to support the assault. Based on this re- 
commendation, the Corimander-in-Chief directed the postponencut of the mission 
for tuenty=four hours, His instructions vere received by the Division Commande 
through Air Force chsnnels only five minutes bofore the Scheduled departure of 

- the first plancs, mah wore loaded vith pensonnel and the motors being warmed 
ups: 


The next afternoon, as take-off time nesred, all was in readiness again. <£ 
ready were wen and’ equipment that the unite on one ficld got into their planes, 
started the motor’, and. would have taken off had lt not been for the arrival 

‘ there of the Division Chief of Staff. That evening the RONE mission was de- 
finitely concolled and abandoned. 


The next instructions for exployiient of the Division were to be prepared 


' to move ss many troops as possible by nino LOIs fron LICATA, SICILY, into the 


Italiane oporationga 


Less vehicles and heavy weapons, the 25 jth Glider Infantry and the 3rd 
Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry were acsomblcd by plane at LICATA, 
SICILY, on Séptcubor 12. At 2000 that nicht it sailod fron the harbor and 
lended near SALERNO, ITALY, Late on the night o? September 15. The Ard Battalic 

-of the 504th was sent to join ita reginent near ALBANILLA. The 325th was moved 


Am 


short uy thoroafter into the oscrations on the SOHRENTINE Poninsula, 


On he sieme of Sevtecbor 13th, at about 17 330 hours, a tired, bogrimed 
pilot landed in an A36 at LICATA Fiold having just flow down from tho SALERNO , 
front, He had an urcent message for the Division Commander and refused to give 
it to anyone else, In the neantiue, the Division Cormender, C-2 end G-À, bad 
taken off Prom LICATA for TERMINI to report to the Commanding General, Fifth 
‘Army, in ITILY, The Chief of Staff of bes Division hac the LICATA Field Con- 
trol tower coll the Division Commander's plane and brins him back. The message 

‘brought by the pilot was a ponen let Mor from the Cocrsnding: General, Fifth 
íÁrpy, containing an "ppeal for immediate help, and requesting specifically that 

. one parachute RCT be Abpea on the beach sont of tho SELE River to reinforce 
the VI Corps that sace night. The Arny Gommander also directed that the 509th 
Parachute Battalion drop on the aountain village of AVELLINO, far behind the 
Corman lines, on ths nicht of September 14, 






Reallocation of, departure fields, re-shuffling of troops, air routes, coor» 


dination with. friendly anti-aircraft fire, etc., voro arranged within Suey 
noura 
“On the night of September 15, the Solth, Parachute Infantry, with Co. "0", 

307th Airborne Engineer Battalion attached, dropped on the SELE River beaches, 
The drop zone was well lighted and fron we rofloction tho paratroops could 

be scen for miles by both friend and fie, A dramatic ucetine onsued, The rein- 
forcerients had bcen badly needed, The enomy was dmecrously near a brcakthrougl 
to the beaches, which would have separated the VI and X Corps. The VI Corps 
had sufforod heavy casualties. With his troops asserbled in the dark less than 
an hour after landing, Col. Tucker, cormanding, reported to the Army Commander. 
The Arny Corman dor directed: "As soon as assembled you aro to be placed in the 
front lines," Col. Tucker replicd, "Sir, we are assembled ^nd ready now." The 
“504th ROT moved, vithin a matter of minutes, into 2 front line position and 
ua its batilo d dE 


E: | mo AVELLINO drop was made ae planned on the night of Soptonber 14, The 


n 


EU 


i drop zone was high in n mountain valloy. Navigational obstacles were tre- 

: mendous. While only 2 portion of the troops. voro dropped on the proper drop 
zones, the oporation wes succetsful iu delayinz and harassing enemy concentra» 
tions in the vicinity of AVELLIVO, Many of these troops wore not contacted 

by ground clomentsfor a period of three weoks, 











On the sane night, September 14, OT 505, likewise parachute, repeated the 
drop on the SELE River bosches and clso went into action, 


There is little doubt but that these most tinely air reinforcements turned 
the tide of battle in the VI Corps scctor. 





On Septoubor 14,. both the Division and Troop Carrier Command moved gliders 
into position on departure fields, prepared air movement tables, and sot up 
glider ROTs to follow into the SELE River beaches. This called for an enormous 
amount of troop shifting, movement of sliders, etc, 


On 15 September sliders ou departurc ficlds were loaded and the troops 
stood in readincss to clint in, However, reconnaissance in the SELE River 
Area failed to disclose suitable glider landings arcas md on 16 September furtho: 
glider operations were susoonded, 


On the afternoon of 17 September orders woro received at LICATI to move 
the remainder of the combat troops by motor vehicle to TERHINI for sca 
movenent to ITALY on the 10th, By jeep, truck snd air the movement was commen- 
‘cad imiediatoly, An advance party was dispatched by plane to TERMINI. No , 
sooner had tho motor movorzent to TERMINI been cormenced thon instructions were 
received to alrelmd 50 olanclosds of Division Headquarters and Special Troops 
in the PESTUM Arca, ITALY, on Septcobor 18, 25 plenos to dopart at 1000 and 25 
planes to depart at 1200. The troops to bo moved by air included detachments 
cf the Qurrtorunstor end Ordnance Companies, who vere scheduled for 1000 der 
parturc. These detachments hel already loft by motor vehicle for TERMINI. Both, 
jeeps and cub »lones wore dispatched to overtake thon. They vero not over- 
taken until they were entering tho outskirts of TERMINI, ‘they iumodiately 
turned back and reached the denstture field at LICATA the next morning at | 
0950 and by 0958 disappeared into O47s. At 0600 a garbled radio was received  * 
stating it most imperctive 2,000 rounds o? M2 artillery aumunition bo trans- 
portcd.to ITALY. This ammmition dieplaccd seven plencloads of personnel and 
equipment and causcd a hasty reallocation of planos, 


These sorials landed on a newly constructed landing strip at PAESTUM RUINS. 
Tho runway was so short ond rough that ten plencs crashed on landing. For- 
tunately only ore person was slightly injured. 


The romainder of the Division, less the 456th Porachute Field Artillery 
Battalion and certain base echelon personnel pourcd into TERMINI on organic 
ani borrowed vehicles to noct the embarkation deadlines But there vere no 
craft to be boarded. A last minute priority chango allocated all available 
shipping to othor units. For many days tho troops were at TERMINI. Finally 
shipping was made available and they were Landed on the SALERNO beaches. 

In ‘such fashion did the airborne, senborue, truckborne, railborne, All 
imerican 82d Division go to the war. in ITILY, 


| 
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SÉCTION 2: 


^A, DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION FROM PLANNING PHASE TO EXECUTION 


l. On about July 28, 1083, Rripadier Coneral Taylor, Division Artillery 
Commander, reported at Fifth Aray Ho endquarters as planning representative for'' 
the Division Commander. On August 7 three Division Staff Officers joined. 
‘Goneval Taylor and reisinod with him until approximately Ausust 15, 1943. . Thore- 
after the Division vas represented by General Taylor alone, 


` 4 
2. Betwoen July 28 and Sentonber 13,.9 total of six missions were pre- 
pared'in detail, Thoy are briofly described as follows: 


aa MOCERA ond SAPNO Passes. 


D 
E 


be VOLTURNO River (subsequently know ss Giant Ta 

c. FONE (subsequently mom as Giant Hx 

de WELLLO (subscquently mown as fiant IIl). 

©» Afoa hortheast of WAPLTS md vicinity of CAPUA, . 

f. Rei E: of VI Corrs on bc aches south of SELE River. 


Be Tech changes, "ni details of the several planned oncrations 
is best followod chronolopic^lly, ^s eliovwm below. 

A, "hen planning ‘connenced at Headquarters, Fifth Army, the combat -preht. ` 
clenents of the Division were in SICILY. The reminder of the Division and. the 
2d Bn 509th Preht Infantry, thon attached, wero in North Africas EAT 


5. D-Day for the Italian Omsprian having bean nio set for 
Septeuber ©, tho Division Cormnder st trongly urgéa tho nocossity of at least 
three weeks combined training to lLuclule e lotailod dress i in cor 
pliance with Paragraph 4, Training Mouormdun Ho, 43, Allied Force Headquarters, 
2 August 1943, Because of consid Yorablc doplotion both in porsomel md material, 
the Division Commander Likewise urgently ^üd rcpoatodly r:comnendud that the 
Division bc inaodistely moved to North rien for roorganization, 


6. Tho original mission assigned the ‘Divisioa wis to soizo the towns of 
NOCERA and SARNO, situatcd oat the cxité to passos Leading northwest fron SALERNO, 
and cover the, dobouchtient.of 10 Corps (Bre) onto tho »leins of NAPLES, At that 
time it was considered vital that these v^2908 bo soised on D-1 Day «nd held 
at all.cost,. Duo to cneny flak, noconsity for dropping paratroopers and ro- 
leasing gliders at high altitudes, an! further duo to the lack of suitable | 
glider landing zones, this mission presented considerable difficulties. Air 
coverage was secured and DZs and LZa selected, It was tentatively planned to 
drop paratroopers from height of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet and to release ' 
glidera along tho SORRENTO Ridge at altitudes of! fron 4,500 to:6,000 fect. 

This was to bo a night dperation with the a of moonlight. 





To On about: August. 12 ‘the NOGHRA-aBARIO nie ‚sion “was abandoned ^nd tho 
VOLTURNO River nis&ion (Inter Known ag fiant IY was. assipnedé: The VOLTURNO: 
River mission onlled' for simultaneous sir and gea Lang son Del Dav, Spe- 
cifically, tho mission. as oricinelly ^bprovci was bei di 





"To Land from son amd air under the sover of durknossson tho nisht of 
Del/D Dey south. of tho VOLTURNO. ‚River, ssize, org^uizo and defend Hill Mass 3 
(just AT of CAPUA) and prevent soveucnt of hostile forces south across thc 








VOLTURNO. to:*rds the NAPLES roa, in order to ist t 
FER IB UNG TAPLO Arca, in order to assist the Fifth drm gs at- 
tack of the wv APL eS Arca from the Southeast," ° m 


‘8. Meanwhile, on August 19-21, the Division closed in the KAIROUAN Área. 


9. On August 22 the mission was changed to "seize, organize and defend a 
bridghead to include the CANGELLO area", (One preht bn with attached engineers 
to. demolish the river crossings near CAPUA.) : 


10. The original combined air and sea assault in the VOLTURNO àrea con- 
templated the employment of four (4) LSTs and twenty (20) LCILs and 310 planes 
and 130 gliders. The sirborne force consisted of two preht RCTs, Reinforced, 
and one glider FA bn. The seaborno force consisted of one glider infantry RCT, 


ll. On August 23 tho VOLTURNO mission was broadened to include the des- 
truction of the crossings over the VOLTURNO from CAPUA to the sea. At the same 
time it was aseertained that the beuches in the vicinity of the mouth of the 
VOLTURNO were not suitable for landings. The seaborne effort was thereupon re- 
duced to one bn of infantry, to one company of infantry, and then limited solely 
to'a naval bombardment. 


12. The Division Commander was informed on August 24 that these elements 
of the Division not to be employed in the air assault would be embarked and 
used as a floating reserve for the Army Commander. 


13., About August 24 the Division Commander was informed that it was con- 
templated using the 2nd Bn 509th Prcht Inf, in army reserve for drop missions 
on call. Studies were made for the employment of this bn in the NOCERA, SARNO, 
MINTURNO, and BATTIPAGLIA Areas, Resupply by air fcr the VOLTURNO mission was 
to be daily, automatic, ninety planes per day, until relieved by 10 Corps. 


14. Meanwhile, all crrangements were made with the Navy for route, visual 
lights from ships to be stationed along the route, radio directional beams, etc. ` 
As planned, the air assault wculd have the benefit of sufficient moonlight, both 
in and out, insofar as the transport planes were concerned. 


15. The allocation of craft to the seaborne porticn cf the Division re- 
mained the same. On August 27, Fifth army directed that loading be completed 
at BIZERTE by D-5, ; 


16. One week of joint training with TCC was scheduled. However, due to 
a number of factors, including (e) TCC's movement to new bases in SICILY, (b) 
lack of facilities for return cf gliders'aftor landings, necessity for overhaul 
of planes and equipment pricr to departure missicn, etc., the training was 
neither particularly realistic nor satisfactory. The main accomplishment was 
the demonstration of the vzlue of the pathfinder radio homing device. 


17. Complete and detailed air support, commencing on D-3 Day, was arrang- 
ed for jointly with the Troop Carrier Command. 


18. Plans for coordination with respect to routes, timings, navigational 
aids, naval, and ground forces, use of pathfinder aircraft, establishment of 
airborne corridors, altitude for flight, uso of dounwsrd recognition lights etc., 


19. On September 1 the size of the force fcr the VOLTURNO mission was re- 
duced to two prcht inf bns, a company of preht tngineers, and a battery of 
glider AT guns. The missicn was restricted to the destruction of the crossings 
at CAPUA, : 
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20. On September 2 the Division Commander was orally informed that the 
VOLTURNO mission was cancelled and that, instead, the Division would air land in 
the ROME Area (known as Operation Giant III), commencing on D-1 Day. The water- 
borne force, which had meantime substantially completed loading at BIZERTE, was 
ordered to disembark. The air operation in the HOME Area was ordered for para» 

chute and air landings on successive nights, on airfields adjacent to the city, 


21. On September 5, Fifth Army directed that the 2nd Pattalion, 509th, be 
prepared for drop missions on call at EBOLI, AVELLDIO or BENEVENTO. 


22. On September 6 one LST and three LOI's were assigned to the Division 
for loading at BIZERTE, A Bn of FA, one company cf infantry, three Ánti-Aircraft 
batteries, a detachment cf Engincers, and four ID guns were loaded, These troops, 
| along with three LCI's lcaded with anmunitioa, sailing from separate points, were 
to jojn the air assault at the mouth of the TIBER River, The air route, naviga» 
tional aids, etc., were rapidly readjusted with the Navy to fit the new mission, 


23. On Septomber 6 the Division CP opened.at LICATA, SICILY, and on Sept- 
ember & all air combat elements of the Division closed in SICILY, Take-off 
ROME was set for 1745 September 8. 


2L. On Septembor 8, at 1650, orders were received postponing the ROWE mis- 
sion. 


25. On September 9 the ROME mission was cancelled and orders issued to be 
prepared for Giant I, or a similiar operation, on short notice, 


26. Meanwhile, the one LST and the three LOl!s nad. sailod from BIZERTE, On | 
Army Group order they were diverted to the SORRZNTO Peninsula, = me 


27. The Division passed to Fifth Army control on September 9. On September 
12 orders were received directing that 2nd Battalion, 509th, drop in the AVELLINO 
Area and that Giant I bo executed in the area northeast of NAPLES, both missions 
to be executed on tho night of September 12/13. To this, reply was made that the 
AVELLINO mission could be cxecuted on the night of September 15/16 and the Giant 
T mission in the CAPUA Arca on September 14/15, there being no suitable Dats 
northeast of NAPLES. | 


28. On September 13 the Division Commander was directed to execute Giant I 
in the CAPUA Arca on call on or after September 14/15, and to drop cne prcht RCT 
near the beach south of the SELE River in the zone of tho VI Corps on the night 
of the 13th. 


29. On September 13 the 325th Glicer Infantry, with one bn, 504th Preht Inf, 
less transportation, cleared LICATA in nine LCI's, destination SORRENTO Peninsula. 


30. On September 13 4rmy directed the execution of the AVELLINO drop on the 
night of September 14/15. u 


31. On the night of September 13 tho 504th Precht Inf less one bn, with one 
company of prcht engineers attached, dropped near the beaches approximately six 
miles scuth of the SELE River in support of the VI Corps, 


32. At 1400 on Saptembor 14 orders were received that the AVELLINO mission 
(Giant III) and a repeat of the SELE River mission would be oxecuted on that night. 


33. On the night of September 14 the 2nd Bn, 509th, dropped on AVELLINO in. 
forty planes and the 505th Prcht Inf; with one company cf Proht Engincers at- 
tached, drcppod near the beach six miles south of the SELE River as reinforcement 
to the VI Corps. l . 
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34. For these missicns, routes, timing use of pathfinder aircraft, est~ 
ablishment of airberne ccrridors, altitudes, use of downward recognition lights 
Re were planned as set forth Subsequently; in the repert, 


35. In all three of tho last-menticned drops, routes, timings, coordina- 
tion with ground troops, navy, etc., were quickly end effectively arranged on 
short notice. 


36. On September 15 plans were set up for a movement of glider troops and 
Division Headquarters end Division Special Trocps into the SELE River arca, Gli- 
ders wore spotted and loaded. Ecwever, cn September 16 orders were reccived sus- 
pending all glider operations. On September 17 orders were received directing 
that substantially all of tho remaining combat trocps be moved to TERMINI for sea 
movement to ITALY. The Nena to TERAINI was comnenced. 


37. On Soptombor 18 Division Headquarters and detachments of Division 
Special Troops air landed in the PAESTUI Area, ITALY. There were no further air 
movements. The remainder of tho Division, less 456th Prcht Fa, heve been brought 
by sea to ITALY, 


B, SPECIFIC MEASURES TAKEN TO COORDINATE WITH ATR, NAVAL AND GROUND FORCES 


as sot forth in annex Nc, 1, measures for coordination with air, naval and 
ground forces for the VOLTURNO Eiver mission were prescribed by NAAF, However 
the provision of this plan were inapllicable to the SELE River mission, and since 
timo was of the essence, Lt Gon Clark summoned Admiral Howitt, Naval Cummander 
and Maje Yon Lucas, VI Corps Commander and PAS informed them that troop 
carrying plancs would fly a prescribed course at a cort:in time and directed that 
from 2100 until contrary: orders were given by him, all anti aircraft guns on 
the SALERNO would be silenced, and barrage balieons token dcwn. ` 


Lt Gen Clark directod Maj Geyer TCC and Lt Col Yarborcugh, then Fifth Army 
to make a spot check to determine whether crews of a& guns on tho SALERNO beach- 
head had boda informed of the bar cn firing. Every gun crow checked by these 
officers had received order to suspend firing until further orders. 


C. ESTABLISHMENT OF = IRBORNE CO CORRIDORS AND ) USE OF GUIDE SHIPS. 


Thoro was no airborne corridor prescribed ro this operation and no guide 
ern were ese to mark ene route. 


In planniss the VOLTURNO Rivor mission, airborne corridors were set forth 
and guide ships wore to be stationed to mark the lane. These plans are set forth 
in detail in ANNEX No. 1. While the VOLTURNO mission was still pending, a ro- 
hearsal was held in which a lane was marked as set forth in ANNEX Nu. l and flown 
by TCC units. Tho tost run was highly successful, 


De MELNS IMPIOYED TO GUIDE AIRCRAFT TO TZ 


This phase of the operation was NT facilitated by the fact that the 
drop was made behind friendly lines. 


The letter from Lt Gen Clark "E was delivered to Gen Ridgway directing 
the jumps to be made set forth that the DZ would. bo marked with a white T. A 
penciled-note indicated how it would be donë. The marking was actually accomp- 
lished by formation of a T, each leg 1/2 mile long, and of issue gas cans, cut 
in half and filled with sand permeated with gasoline, These gas cans were laid 
out during daylight and one man stood by cach. At a prearranged signal all flares 
were lit, and upon completion cf tho drop they were extinguished by dousing. 


sha 





In Addition to those smudge pots, Very signals were fired for tho benefit 
of planes at the tail of the formations. These woro of material assistance to 
some pilotas 


E. USE OF DOWNWARD RECOGNITION LIGHTS 


e er ame mm man mn PARE un aana 


, 


l For downward recogniticn, ambor lights cn belly and wing tips cf each flight 
leaders! plane have boon emplcyed by TCC since midsummer. They were employed 
while flying over water on this mission. ` 


F. ALTITUDES DURING FLIGHTS 


E Carrier crows woro briofod te £y below 1000 ft to DZ, Departure from. 
theso ordors was necessary becsusg a lew cloud formations onecunterod enroute 
and due ‘to hill messes just scuth ef Pu aircraft returned tc bases at 
altitudes of not loss than 6,000 ft 





SECTION III 


9 September 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR: A. C. of Sa; G3, 
Allied Force Headquarters, 


SUBJECT : Mission to ROME. 


1, In compliance with verbal orders fron AFHQ and the Fifteen Army Group, 
Brigadier General Maxwell D. Taylor and Colonel W.T, Gardener, 4.C., left zi 
Palermo for Rome at 0200 September 7 for the purpose of completing arrangements 
. in Italy for the execution of Operation GIANT TWO, Transportation was by a : 
British P.T, boat to Ustica Island where the party was transferred to a waiting 
Italian corvette, Rear áduiral Maugeri, Chief of Naval Intelligence received - 
the American officers on board and remained with them until their arrival in Rome. 
The corvette put into GAETA at 1950 where the party was quickly put in a Navy : 
Sedan, taken to the outskirts of town and transferred to a Red Cross ambulance, 
The trip up the Appian Way to Rome was uneventful. Few German troops were seen. 
ánd the visiblo defenses along the route were unimpressive. The party entered | 
Rome just at nightfall and was taken to the Palazzo Caprara opposite. the War 
Office (intersection of V. Firenze and V. 20 Sottombro) where accommodations had 
been prepared, 


2. Colonel Salbi, Chief of Staff to General Carboni, the General's Aide, 
Lt. Lanza and Major Marchesi received the officers. No conferences had been 
scheduled for that evening but, at the insistence of the Americans, interviews 
were hastily arranged with General Carboni, Commanding the Army Corps about Rome 
(concurrently Chief of Intelligence since August 20) and General Rossi, Deputy 
Chief of the Supreme General Staff, For reasons shown subsequently the inter- 
view with Rossi did nót take place, 


3, Interview with Goneral Carboni, 


General Carboni arrived at 2130. He immediately launched upon an expose 
of his views of the military situation in the Home area, Since the fall of 
Mussolini (he said), the Germans had been bringing in men and supplies thru the 
Brenner Pass and also thru Rosia and Tarvisio, with the result that their forces 
near Rome had greatly increased. There were now 12,000 Germans principally 
parachutists in the valley of the Tiber who have heavy equipment including 100 
pieces of artillery, principally @@am, ‘The Panzer Grenadier Division had been 
raised to an effective strength of 24,000 men with 50 light and 150 heavy tanks. 
In the meantime the Gormans had ceased to supply the Italians with gas and 
munitions so that their divisions were virtually immobilized and had only enough 
ammunition for a few hours of combat, General Carboni!s estimate of the 
situation was as follows: à 


If the Italians declare an armistice, the Germans will occupy Rome, 

‘and the Italians can do little to prevent it. The simultaneous arrival of U,S, 
airborne troops would only provoke the Germans to more drastic action. Further- 
-more the Italians would be unable to secure the airfields, cover the assembly 
and provide the desired logistical aid to the airborne troops, If it must be 
assumed that an Allied seaborne landing is impossible North of Home, then the 
‚only hope of saving the capital is to avoid overt acts against the Germans and 
await the effect of the Allicd attacks in the Scuth. He stated that he knew that 
the Allied landings would be at Salerno, which was too far away to aid directly 
in the defence of Rome, He stated that General Hoatta shared his views. 

he It was apparent to the American officers that regardless of the sound- 
ness of General Carboni!s information and views, he displayed an alarming 
pessimism certain to affect his conduct of operations in connection with GIANT 
TWO. General Taylor proposed that they request,an immediate interview with 
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Marshal Badoglio to permit General Carboni to present his recommendations 
| and receive the decision of the Head of the State, The interview was ro- | 
quested and granted, D 


l 5. The delegation reached Marshal Badoglio's private villa at about 
midnight, where the household was awake as the result ofan air alarm. 
General Carboni was received at once by the Marshal while the American 
officers waited in tho ahtichambere After about fifteen minutes they were 

. admitted and greeted cordially by the Marshal. Throughout the ensuing in- 
terviow he made frequent expressions of his friendship for the Allies and his 
desire to enter into effective coopor&tiona 


6. Interview with Marchal Badoglio» 


General Taylor explained the late visit, saying that General 
Carboni had raised questions $o grave that the immediate decision of the 
Head of tho State was required, Yas Marshal Badoglio in accord with General 
Carboni in considering an imuodiate armistice and the reception of airborne 
troops impossible of cxecution? “The. Marshal replied that he agreed with 
Carboni and repcated much the same arguaentss Goneral Taylor asked if he 
realized how deeply his government was committed by the agreements entered 
into by the Castellano mission. He replied that the situation had changed 
and that Goneral Castellano had not known all the facta. The only result 
of an immediato armistico would bo a Gorman supported Fascist government in 
Roma. He was asked if ho foared the possible occupation of Rome by the 
Gormans more than the ronewod attacks of the Allied Air Forces which would 
certainly como if he rojoctod the armistice. Ha answered with considerable 
emotion that he hoped the Allies would not attack their friends who were 
only awaiting the right moment to join forces. If any bombing is to be done 
let it be on the Northern rail centers serving the German troops. 


In-reply to the question as to how he expected the Allied Chiefs to 
react to these charges he expressed the hope that General Taylor would re- 
turn and explain the situation, The latter declined to accept any re- 
sponsibility for the Italian interpretation of the situation but offered to 
act as a messenger if sé instructed by the Allied authorities. "Ihe urgent 
business was to send to Algiers a definite statement of the Italian views 
over Badoglio!s own signature. 


T. The Marshal accepted this proposal and drafted the message which is 
appended.as Inclosure 1. General Taylor prepared another message at the 
same time (Inclosure 2) recommending the cancellation of GIANT TWO and re- 
questing instructions for himself and Colonel Gardiner. The visitors with- 
drew and returned to the Palazzo Caprara where the two messages were turned 
over to General Carboni for transmission. At 0800 the next morning, word 
was received of their reception in Algiers. l 


8. In order to present a clearer picture of the local situation, 
General’ Saylor with the concurrence of General Carboni and Colonel Gardiner 
sent off tho message attached as Inclosure 3. At 1155, as no acknovledza+ 
mont of the message recommending tho cancellation of GIANT TWO had been re- 
ceived, the’ code phrase "Situation Innocuous" (Inclosure 4) was sent off. 
This had not been sent initially as its usc-had been reserved for tho case of 
an Italian refusal to transmit a request for -cancallation. It was used in 
this instance to save timo as tho encoding of longer mossagos was taking ae 
much as three hours. =~ . ARR LADO i 


9. The Italians showed groat concorh over the possible reaction of tho 
Alliod Chiefs to their revorsal of position on the armisticee The Àmorican 
officers reinforced their approhengion by emphasizing the gravity of the 
sitwation in which the Badeglio government found itself. The Italians re~ 
peatedly urged the American officers to return and plead their case whereas 
the latter declined to be anything othor than massongers, It was thon do- 
cided that some senior officer should return with the Amorica ns Tho name 
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cf General Reatta was first proposed thon withdrawn as hevwas considered 
indispensible in dealing with the Germans, (He had heon military attache 
to Germany.) Gencral Rossi, Deputy Chic? of the Supreme General Staff, was 
eventually selected and message No, l (Inelosuro 5) was dispatched, | 


“+ lO. The american officers exprosscd a dosirc to sce Gencral Ambrosio, 
Chicf of the Supreme General Staff who was reported to be cut of the citys 
This interview was arranged eventually for 1830 but never took place as the 
cfficers wore ordered back to Tunis by a message arriving about 1500, ale 
though no authorization for their visit had becn received, Qonoral Rossi 
and Lt, Taglievia (interpreter) jcinod the ane rican gflicers who were again. 
put in an ambulance and driven to tho Contocello airfiold, The party tock ' 
off at 1705 in o tri-motor Sovcia-Yarchotti bomber which flew straight to ` 
El Aloina, Tunis, arriving ot 1905, The officers were drivon from here to 
"Fairficld" where tho americans reported to the Commander in Chicf, 


ll, Conclusion, 


While the Castellano mission was committing the Badoglio govern- 
mont tc active military cooperation, the Gérmens were building up their 
‚strength in tho Rome area and throttling the flow of munitions and gascline 
to the Italian trocps. Although their fear of the Germans was mounting 
daily, the Italian leaders allcwod themselves to become docply committed 
to the allios in the belief (so they said) thet the major landings would bc 
near Rome. By the time General Taylor and Goloncl Cardiner arrived, this 
illusion was dispelled and the Italians knew for certain that AVAL.NCHE 
would strike in the Salerno arco, While this prccuced a profound pessimism 
and a realization of their over commitments, they were allowing metters tc 
drag without recefining clearly their positim tc the Allios,. The arrival 
cf the american @fficers, their insistence on the imminence of events and 
the importence ef action brcught matters to a hend and stopped an operation 
(GIANT TWO) which was near being launched into a situation which invited 
disastere . 


/s/t/ VAXWELL D. TAYLOR 
Brigadier General, 
U.S. Army. 


/s/t/ W.T. GARDINER, 
Colonel, army air Forcos, 


Inelesurc 1 


liessapè of Harshál Badorlic to «llicd Commander in Chief 
er , e e ee 


"——— a i ini ne 


Dati iutamonti di situazione detorminatesi in dislocazions et entita! 
forze Germaniche zone Roma nom e'piu passible accettazione immediata 
armistizio pcichc! cssa prevoehorebbe occupazione capitolo ed assunzione 
violenta governo porparte tedesca, Operazione Giant fwe non piu possible 
perche mancano forze per garantire campi anazionc. Il generale Taylor 
c disponibile per rientrare in Sicilia per presentare veduto dol governo od 
ettende ordini, 


4 Badoglio. 


Translation 
Duc tọ changes in the situction brought about by tho disposition and 


strength of the German forces in tho Homo arca, it is no longer possible to 
accept an immediate’ armistice as this could provoko the occupation of thc 
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enpital and tho violont assumption of the nn by tho Germang.s Operas 
tion GIANT TWO is no lougor possiblo bac auso of lack of forcos to guarantee 
the airfieldss  Gonoral Taylor is available i Li to Sicily to present 
the viows^of tho governiont and await ordarse 


Inclosura * 
Mossago Noe 1 l 8 Boptonber 


In view of tho statemont cf Marchal Badoglio as to imbility to declara 
armistice and to muirantss fields JANI TWO is ikpossihles ‘Reasons givon for 
chango aro irropiasconble lack of pacino and wunitions and new German dis- 
positionse ‘Badoglio requocin urn to prosent goverment views. 
Taylor and Gardinor awaiting ee Acknowlodgee 





Taylor Tino signed 0121 
Inolesure 5 
Massage Noe 2 8 Soptonber 


ey of situation as stated by Italian autheritios. Gormans have i 
12, 000 + trocps in Tiber Valleys Panzer Cremdior Division incroasod by attache 
ionis to 24,000. Germans havo stopped supply gasoline and munitions so that 
Italian Divisione virtınliy a and have munitions only for a fow hours 
of combats Shor tazos uake imposciblo tho successful defonso of Rome and tho 
provisicn of logietical aid promised a e troops, Latter not wanted to pre 
sent as their arrival would bring an immediate attack on Romee Source of these 
vaaws Marshal Badoglio and Gonerai Carbonia a 


oe - Timo signed 0820 


Mossaze No. 


> 8 September 
‘Situation innoctous » 
Taylor Time signed 1135 
Inclosure 5 
Tio Tuir is ordered to roturn to Si oily, authoritios at Rome desiro 
to send with him the Deputy Chief of tho Suprome General Staff, Goneral Rossi, 


to clarify iosucs. Is this visit authorizad? 


Taylor Time signed 1140 





SECTION IV 


— —. 


EHOGRPIS FROL "NO SPaGHsTTI FOE, BEEAEKP ST! 


Pcia Mat tt tint 





—Ó GÀ 


(Book by Alfred Wagg and David Brown, published in 1943 by Nicholson & Watson, 
26 Manchester Square, London, W. I.) 


AMERICANS TN ROME 
By David Brown 
Chapter 18 j 
That fateful message of Soptember Sth, on the very evo of the attack, was 


cne of the last links in a series of episodes which are certainly among the most 
amazing and rémantic «i the entire war, 


æ 


Prime Minister Winston Chucchill liftad a corner of tho curtain on these 
events in the ccurse of the briiliess review of the war he gave to the. House cf 
Commons on September 23st x 





Nie offered and preparod to land en American airborne divisicn in Rome at 
the same time as the krmistiec was declared," the Prime Minister told the House, 
tin order to fight off tho wo armeured divisions vbich wore massed outside it to 
help the Italians, but cwing te the German investment of the Rema airfields which 
took place in the last day or two before the announcement cf the Armistice, of 
which investment the Italian Gvarrimont warned us, it was nct possibl> to carry 
cut this pert cf the plan, which wes, I think, & pretty daring plan -( cheers) - te 
cast this p worful force there in Remo in ccenditions which ne cne cculd measure, 
which might have led to its complete destructicn, but we wore quite ready tc de 
it. But at the last mement the warning came, The airfields are nct in cur cone 
trol." " 


The story of that prejected airberne invasion dates beck to the final stages 
of the Armistice negotiations. Castellano had stated «n behalf of the Italian 
Government that with the considerable forces cf Germans then in Italy the Italian 
Government cculg net consider itself a free agency, The capital was almost 
certain to be invested by German trcops when the 2llied attack began, the seat of 

power would fall into German hands and the Government would bo rcunded up. How- 
‘ever, said the Italiane, if the Allies could Lnd airberne trocps at Rome they 
felt that, with the divisicns they has avaiable in the kime area, sufficient ccm 
bined strength could be mustered to take imnediste contrél of the Italian capital 





After cunsidereble discussion and examination of the strategic situation, 
the Allies agree? tc make the attenpt. An airborne cperaticn was already in prep- 
aration which would have dropped American caratreops, (n the night of the first 
assault, in the valley cf tho Velturno River, above Naples - a natural defensive 
barrier which the 5th army finally crossed successfully in mid-Octcber in their 
push North from Naples to Rome. 


Brigadier- General Maxwoll Tayler, Second in Command of all American Airborn 
Divisions, was cne of several airbirne treop cfficers hastily summened to Sicily 
four days before "D-day", the day of tho attack. That was on Sunday, September , 
Sth, The Italians had remaincd at Cassibile since signing the Armistice twe days 
before, and cn reaching advanced Headquarters, Taylor and the «thers were called 
into consultation with then and with the £111od comnanders. They were presented 
with A completely new airborne plan. The airberno effert was tc be diverted from 
the Velturno valley tc the airfields in the Reme area. It looked end was an ex- 
tremely hazardous and ambitious undertaking. 5 


Working cut the details cf such ^n eperati.n orcinarily takes between three 
and four weeks. Tho decision to undertake it was made at an all-night session 
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at Cassibile with the Italians and Allied commanders, the plan was approved by 
General Aloxander, and the airborne commanders were asked to do it in forty-eight 
hours. It was already the morning of, the 6th, and there was tc be no putting-off . 
cf the general attack which was tc cccur cn the night of the 8th. 


Briefly, the plan called fer parachute drops on several aercdremes riorth of 
Rome, from which the paratrcopers would move rapidly to the outskirts of the city 
where 3t specified points the Italians were tc have. piled necessary supplies of 
muniticns, guns and other supplies, and tc have waiting lorries and extra stores 
of petrol, With the assistance of the Italian battalions in the area it was | 
figured out that by tHe follewing evening the parachute trocps would have held 
control of three more airfields contiguous to Romo. and by the third evening they 
would have completed the capture of all the airficlds in the Rome area and as- 
sembled with their Italian allies inside the city and on its outskirts in suffic- 
ient strength and with sufficiently gocd defensive dispositions to hold it against 
any German counter-attacks. 


Neither Tayler nor his superior officers were wholly satisfied, however, 
that the help they were to get from the Italians was of a responsible sort, to be 
fully depended on. They were planning to risk an entire division of specially 
selected men, the best and most. carefully trained soldiers in the American army. 
Without absolute certainty of support when they had made their drops, the plan 
would fail. And’thacslightest false move by the Italians in making their prep- 
arations for assistance would, naturally, have betrayed the scheme to the 
Germans, end the division would fall into a trap where they would prcbably be 
annihilated. l i 


Taking stock of the project after the all-night discussions, it was felt 
that someone should go to Rome to look the situation over and make absolutely 
certain of the arrangements there. . General Taylor himself was selected t^ go, and 
to accompany him the choice fell on Colonel William Tuder Gardiner, cf the U.S. 
Army air Force, The airbcrne speraticn, however, was already definitely schedul- 
ed to occur, and General Alexander would not permit the two cfficers to. stert 
off on their mission until twenty-fcur hcurs before it was to become operativo, 
The reason for his strange-seeining prohibiticn was a simple ene, Taylor and 
Gardiner were going to run enormcus risks. If thoy were captured too long before 
the zero hour, the plan might beccme revealed tc the Germans in time fcr them to 
‘take quick, effective ccunter-measures and an entire divisien might. be lost, By 
limiting the time. of their exposure to capture within Italy, this risk was cut 
down to a minimum which would still allow the airborne cperation a chance te 
succeed, ° Dr i l , 
- ` . ! 
— Taylor and. Gardiner set cff from Cassibile that same morning, September 6th, 
but they went only as far as Palermo, where they stayed overnight in the villa 
of the Allied Naval Commander. Meantime, the Italians back at Cassibile were 
working the suitcase-set radio channel fcr all it was worth making arrangements 
for their secret reception in Remes 


Taylor and Gardiner had known each other only slightly befcre they sot off 
on their great adventure together. But they took an instant liking to cach other 
and worked together well. Taylor, a brigadier-general at 42, is the perfect type 
- of the young, alert, aggressive, professional military man, Slim, tanned and hand 

some in the jumperlike uniform cf the American parachute soldier falling over 

the tops of his high-laced beots, ho persrnifies the ccrps d'elite that comprises 
the parachute divisions of the U.S. army. He received his appcintment: to West 
Point from Kansas City, Missouri, his home. His rise as a professional soldier of 
‘courage and judgment has.beon rapic.. Just bef-ro tite start cf the war he was a i 
captain, serving inthe- Far Hast, ee i Zu 


Colonel Gardiner was.53, cleven years Taylor's senicr. A product cf Harvard 
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veteran cf the last war, and a lowyore-sportsman, he hac served for a term as 
Gevérnor of his native State of Maino, where his heme tewn -Gardiner, Maine~ had i 
been named after his family.  Garcinor!s law practice after he left the Govorner- 
ship was in New York City, and he hac Learned to fly an acroplane at tho age cf 
L8 sc he could travel quickly between Maine un? New Ycrk. 

‘The two officers get as much rest as thoy eccula at Palermo; Taylor had been 
up all the night before, and beth cf then wore to be swakenec at 2 a.m, cn the 
morning of tho 7th to set cut for Home. 

In the pitch blackness cf four o'clock in the morning, they went aboard a 
British P.T. boat which was to take them «n the first stage of their jcurney. 
Lines were cast off and the boat moved slowly at first, gaining speed as it left 
the harbor and finally moving with its engines rearing at full speed as it hcaded 
through tho night for the tiny islan of Ustica, ferty miles abcve the nerth- 
western corner of Sicily. | l 


They reached Ustica at daybreak, .4 renfezyeus har. been arranged for them 
‘there with an Italian corvette, and she appearen right cn the det. sbcara her was 
Admiral Maugeri, one of the tep-ranking officers cf the Italian Navy, who has 
come to ‘sce them safely cn their way and played host te them curing the lcng day's 
voyage across the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Italian mainland. f l 


The twc officers were going inte what wes to all intents and purpeses a hos- 
tile country. No word had been. breathed cf the signing of the, Armistice Terms. 
The Germans in Italy were expecting things to happen anc had been fully alerted, 
In Reme, their dostination, especially would they be putting their necks in the 
licn's mcuth. They had discusser at length the question cf ecncealment and had 
decided finally to wear their unifcrms. This wculd render them technically safe 
frem sho ting as spics if they wore caught. 


"But we weren't under any illusions abcut the kine cf treatment we'd got if 
the Germans cic nab us," General Taylor tola me later. "Tt hac been arranged that 
if any questions were asked when we were first teken ashore we were tc be des- 
cribed as ämerican aviators who had been shet cown in the Mediterranean, and picked 
up. by the corvette as prisoners," 


The questicn cf arms had alse been discusse” and both cfficers had decided 
to carry them. Gardiner had a regular Service Pistol, a Colt .45. General Taylor 
carriod a small Italian Beretti pistol he he? picked up frem an Italian priscner 
ih Sicily, and which he preferred ts the heavier woap'n. The arms, with their uni- 
forms, improved their legitimacy cf their status as ecmbatant scldiers as cpposed 
tc spies, and were comforting to feel b.uncing lightly aginst their hips. 


We were the first Allie? armed fercos te enter Rumo," Tayler smilingly said 
i : , & 
afterwards. > 


The day passec pleasantly encugh aboard the corvette. Admiral Maugeri ox- 
tended himself to make their 200-mile trip comfortable. Food and wine were plonti- 
ful, and gecd. The weather was perfect and the sea calm. They spent mest of the 
time cn deck talking. Late in the afternoon the Italian ocast came into sight and 
about 6:30 in the evening they pulled inte their port and tied up ata naval 
deck. This was at Gaeta, north aleng tho west west of Italy from Naples, and 
abcut. seventy-five miles below Romo. 


"The twe americans came drewn the gangplank «n to Italian scil under the close 
watch of an Italian guard placed ver them te c^rry “ab the pretence that they were 
captured aviators. They hac jammed their caps cut cf sight into their pockets. 
Their hair was dishevelled, their neckties ?wry, thoir ccats unbuttonod, and al- 
together they gavo a very good roprosentation of prisoners of war who had been re- 
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ceiving none too gentle handling. The Italians standing arcund the dockside may 
have remarked that the American prisoners were getting a tasto of real Italian. 
toughness, 


The car sped quickly away from the dceks and drove without via about two 
miles outside the town cf Gaeta, where it turned inte a small side road, A little 
way up this read, hidden from the min highway, was waiting a small. vehicle, 

about the size anc appearance of tho delivery trucks used by florists or grocers, 
with frosted-glass windows letting light inte the interior and permitting the 
cequpants to leck cut. Tayler and Gurdiner hepped cut of their car and scrambled 
quickly into the back cf the truck. . 


The truck turned cut of the side read and started up the appian Way towards 
Rome. The two officers reflected on tho porfecticn of the arrangements and the 
excellence of the timing displayed by the Italians in the bit cf intrigue they 
were now in the midst cf. If the Italian army had only been able to show such ex» 
cellent organizaticn ani performance, what might it not have acecmplished. 


They watched interestedly through the glass as they sped on towards Rome, 
They noted that between Gaeta and the Italian capital nc extensive defensive pre- 
cauticns had been taken, They counted cnly six road-blooks over the seventy-five 
mile stretch, They kept their eyes peeled for German trcops but spotted only 
four uniformed German scldiers in the whele jcurney. However, along both sides 
of the Appian Way there were neatly lettered signs in German printing to German 
military units concentrated at prints cff tho main highway, up the sido reads. 
Civilian traffic on the Appian Way was surprisingly a apparently petrol res- 
trictions were not teo. severe, 


Just at nightfall they entered Heme. Their little truck drcve through the 
wide streets to the Palazzo Caprara and stepped cutside a handsome stone building 
just cpposite the Italian War Office. It was used às an adjunct to the War Office 
and housed the cffices cf some cf the Italian Army's senior headquarter's staffs. 
It was to be Taylor's and Gardiner's hide~cut. | 


. They dropped cut of the back of the truck ‘ane scuttled across the sidewalk 
into the building, holding their trench ccats closed and with their collars pulled 
up to conceal as much as they could cf their Aucrican unifcrms. “Inside, they 
found that every effort had been made te provire thom with comfortable quarters. 
The écmbinaticn of the fine cld Italian mension and the inann y cf the Italian 
officers charged with lccking after them hac, indeed, provide them with magnif- 
icence which contrasted startlingly with tho field tent or rule billets they had 
been inhabiting in Sicily. Twe huge «ffices on tho secend fl er had been con- 
verted into bedrooms fer them. They were magnificent rccms, beautifully panelled 
in gark wood, with fine cld Italian carvings. adjcining were great bathrooms, with 
mirrors, silver and marble fittings, luxuricus rugs. They gasped at the sudden- 
ness cf the contrast. & cay before they had been sleeping cn canvas cots in dusty, 
mesquito-infosted fields, shaving and, bathing with cold water cut of an cid five- 
gallon petrol tin, 


Every precaution had been taken to guara their secrecy. The shutters of their 

oms had been tightly clesec. armed Italian sentrios cn guard at the far end cf 
the corridor not only protected their reoms, but blccked off the whole wing cf the 
building in which they were lccatod. 

i i 
Taylor and Gardiner were rocoivod by the Chief of Staff and aide to General 
Carboni, who commanded all Italian treops in tho Romo arca, They hac arranged a 
lavish dinner for the Auerichn guests. Tables were laid in their apartments with ` 
gleaming white linen, shining silverware and flowers, Soup, filet wignon, fresh 
vegetables, dessert, fruit and an asscrtment of fine wines were brought out fcr 
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the hungry Americans who had seen nothing except Army field rations for weeks. 


"They certainly showed no signs cf having a food shortage in Rome". Taylor 
said. l l 


The two Italian officers were completely unaware, as were all the other 
Italians with whom they came into contact, cf the imminence of the Allied mili- 
tary- operation. They wanted to make an coónsich of the dinner, and sit around 
afterwards and be hosts to the Americans for a sooial evening, No arrangements 
had been made for conferences with senior military officors, Tomorrow would be 
soon enough to get down tc business, the Italians said, Meantime, have some more 
WinGe 


Gardiner and Taylor: were appalled at this lack of preparation. It was al- 
ready Tuesday night. The armistice was to be proclaimed tc the world on Wednes- 
day evening, less than twenty-four hours inter, and the allies were to land at 
Salerno in tho early hours of Thursda y morning. The airborne cperation with 
which they were specifically ccncerned was to take place seme six hours earlier 
than the landings. Only thirty hours away their paratrcops weuld be dropping on 
the Rome airfields, and instead of talks with the Italian commander they were 
' being offered more wine. " 
They insisted on seeing the Italian General immediately. They could not 

reveal the reason for their pressing haste, but their urgency was apparent 
. enough, and after a few more attempts to dissuade -them and settle down to a 
pleasant evoning of rolaxaticn, the Italians.sent wcrd to General Carboni. He 
arrived after a short delay, and the Americans plunged at cnco into the question 
of the airborne landing. a nis i 


/ Immediately they got their first rude shock. General Carboni tcok a most 
pessinistic view of the whole situaticn. Numbers cf fresh German trcops had been 
moved into the Rome area since the ermistice negotiaticns had got under way, and 
the problem locked far more difficult if not impossible. He thought that any 
announcement of tho armistice just then would be highly undesirable and would 
result in the immediate cccupatien of Home by the Germans. The airborne opera-. 
tion, he said flatly, would bo disastrous, 


Taylor and Gardiner pressed him for reasons. Why did he foel the operation 
couldn't succeed? Carboni said the new German units had taken control of the 
airfields which were te be their cbjectives.  — 


His Rome troops, which were tc. have been counted on for. belva, were in an al- 
most defenseless condition, The Gormans had been keeping a close grip cn sup- . 
plies cf ammunition and fuel in tho eres and deling it cut to the Italian &rmy 
in the smallost possible rations. His soldiers had cnly encugh ammunition for a 
fow hours of combat. They had almost no petrol to ensure their. mobility. They 
coüld not put their hands cn the supplies needed to provide hidden stockpiles 
for the American parachute division. The Germans were alert, suspicious. They 
" would come in and slaughter both his Italian soldiers and the americans dropping 
from the skies. | 


The two Americans were alarmed by Garbcni's pessimistic pcint of view.. Their 
responsibility was a heavy cne.. Knowing how no felt, they believed that his co- 
operation in the agreed plan- if they insisto! ^n carrying it through- would bc 
highly doubtful. The evening was passing fest anid every minute was vital if they 
were eventually to step the airberne cporaticn, The only way to settle the mat- 

. ter finally, they decided, was to seo the hear »f the Italian Government. They. 
asked tc be, taken. to Ma rshal Badoglio at opes. 


The Iun demurred. It was late, Tho Marshal was an old man, and could 
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not be disturbed. The ride through the strects was long and risky. Tomorrow 
wculd do just as well; put cff the meeting until tie morning, and they wculd be 
taken tr see Badoglic. 


But the àmericuns insisten. They could picture the airberne soldiers pre» 
paring to hep cff tho next afternoon, perhaps te drop into certain ‘wath. This 
was no time for inaction or the finer courtesies, They refused te be nut off un- 
til the next cay, and under their insistent demands Carboni finally agreed to tak 
them to Badoglio!s home. 


They came down inte the carkened street onc climbed with Carboni into his 
privato limousine, They had put thois trench caets on over their uniforms and 
sat well back in the durkness of the tcnocau, Several times they were stopped by 
'sentrios, but their “anger cn this ride seeanec less because cf the dlackcut ant 
the presence of Carboni. When their car was halten by a Jon v they remained sit 
ting back as far as they auld in the ^arknoss while General CH irboni leaned fore 
ward into the pool cf light cost by the scntvy!s torch and with a word got the 
car cleared past tho borricr, Several times the sentries were German. Carboni's 
uniform and Italian officor!s csp would come inte view at the car window and the- 
sentry, noting the insignie of nig high rank, weuld refrain from flashing his 
tereh inside the car, 
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Neither Taylor nor Gardiner felt any real chill «f fear, They knew they wer 
running a great risk, but it was.oniy tho reaction of the Ttelians about them 
whilo they were in lions that brought nome to them fully the canger of their pose 
ition, The Italians were terrified ^f the Yermens gonerolly, and these whose 
job it was to help the two omerisan officers aleng were sfraid for their skins, 

. They knew it would be all up with them if they were caught in the company of the 
two American cfficers, Having no real personal knowledge cf how tight the i 
German grip wes in Rome, Gardiner and Taylor besked in the valour of ignrrance, 
Their only measure cf the perilousness of tneir PRERASE: in they cbtained in the 
reflection of the behavior of these arcund them. 


There was an air-raid alert on as they moved through the darkened streets. 
Mllitary targets in Rome had already been subjected to two raids by tho allied 
air forces, and the inhabitants were jittery, The ride laste? for abrut twenty 
minutes, end the car pulled up befcre Marshal B. 3oglio!s impressive villa, It 
was already after midnight but the whole housoncld was up. in pyjamas and dresse 
ing-gewns owing to the alert. 


nn them seated in the car, Carbeni rang and was admitted te the darken- 
ec house, spent fifteen minutes insi le talking with Badoglio. Then he came 
out end UG a Gardiner and Tayler to enter and join Marshal Badoglio in his, 
study | . i i 


BADOGLIO HESITATRS 
By David Brown 


Chapter 19 


he-greut entrance hall cf Badoglio!'s impressive modern villa was brilliant- 
ly lighted behind its blackout curtains, and the americans blinked a little until 
their eyes became accustomed to the light, They had a few moments to glance 
around befcre. they werc ushered in. There were great halls nf white n.0 deep, 
soft, luxuricus rugs, marble nymphs and other statuary, advantegecusly placed in 
the halls and staircase, lovely paintings, anc the most modern type cf private 
elevators leading to the upper flcors. The furniture was medern and costly, 
Badoglio!s expensive new villa had been the subject of much ermment in Rome, pole 
itical and otherwise, when it had been built shortly after his return from the 
.Btniopian war. 
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The Marshal was waiting for them in his study. Like the rest of -the house- 
held, he had been awakened by the air-raid rake: anc was wearing pyjamas and 
lougging robe, Ho = then. cordially. and made some reference to the alert, 
indicating his costumo 


"I thought there were to be no mcre bombings. nf f Reme," he. said to thom, re- 
peoseheully n 


They tock seats in the study, line! with pictüres and mementces of. 
Badoglio's long military cerusr. - Both the smerican cfficers knew French, though 
their Italien was not geca enough for convorsátional use, So Badoglio and 
Taylor talked in French. while Colonel Gardiner tcok notes as the discussion pro- 
ceeded. It turned out to be & very tense, short interview, 


isdem ue Tayler was tho spokosmon f cer bhe americans, and plunged 
right into the heart (f the matter. He tel’ tho Marshal hew alarmed they were 
that Carboni felt the armistice c.ulcn't be declarec, an? that the. use.of the 
airborne: ‘plan was. undesirable, ` 


| Badoglio replied that he agreec perfectly with General Carb^ni, 


The two umorica ns. had.meanwhile been sizing up the aged. Marshal, ..The 
first and most striking impression they. receive? was one of feebleness. .They 
,,sam him as an cld mar, already growing weak. Irresistibly they found themselves 
. comparing him mentally with Kar rshel Petain, They lcokec at the walls of the 
study, hung with reminders of a brilliant military career covering fifty-five. 
years. Badoglio had already been a soldier for thirteen years before General 
Taylor was born. Badoglio hal the wisdom and experience of years, but they 
wondered if he still retained his attributes of strength and. decision, 


He gave them his estimate of the situation, which was in large measure a 
reiteration of General Carboni!s arguments. He pointed out that because of the 
new German dispositions he lacked sufficient. forces to guarantee holding the " 
airfields, The Gormans Tad; fortunately, not become aware of the negotiations 
that had been going on. but following Mussolini's downfall they had feared 
what course Italy might take, and had been sending heavy reinforcements into 
the country. There were already nineteen Gorman divisions in Italy. 


Parethemtically.one of Gurmeny!s worst blunders had been the shifting of 
her diplomatic staff within Italy after the collapse of Fascism. .She had sensed, 
of course, that something was going to happen, but didn't kacw what or when. 
She had taken steps other than military ones. She had made wholesale changes 
and replacements to breui up what she feared d might be harmful Italo-German 
friendships, and in order, as she thought, to increase the toughness and alert- 
ness of her diplomatic and intelligence staffs within Italy. .She didn't want 
long usage, carelessnoss, or iong-standing friendships to interfere with their 
keeness and alertness in a crisis, But by so doing she had broken many long- 
developed channels of information tnrough which she might have been able to get 
&' hint of the negotiations at Lisbon. Germany's own manner cf keeping up her 
hostile pressure against her Ally had cost her the pessibility of getting ad- 
-vance warning "E the surrender o 


Badogl Tio made it plain that ‚he not only thought the airborne plan couldn't 
“succeed, but that: he wanted the announcement cf the Armistice put. cff. 


Taylor quickly pointed out to him the situation in which Italy found her- 
sclf- å British ärmy advancing up from the scuth, her railrcads and lines of 
communication devastated by allied cir raids, which were increasing deily in 
pewc or ang would continue tc increase as leng as the Ger ans ramoined in Italy 


0a, 


and the Italians failed to come in on the Allied side. Which was the more to be 
feared by Italy, the Germans or the allied air Force, backed up by one army al- 
‘ready landed on the mainland and another ono coming? Taylor pointed out the like- 
ly effect on Italy if sho repudiated the agreements entered into by her ac- 
credited representatives in Lisbon and solemnly signed in Sicily only three days 
before. He did not think that italy desired to, or could, repudiate those under- 
takings. 

Almost with tears in his eyes the old Marshal renewed his protestations of 
friendship for the Allies. «11 he wanted, he said, was a delay. He couldn't 
believo that tho Allies would turn against friends who were only waiting for a 
"propitious moment" to join hands, Unaware, like all the other Italians, that th 
assault at Salerno was scheduled for the following night, and that the invasion 
fleet was already on the Mediterranean, he a sgod Taylor to return to General 
Eisenhower and explain tho situation as he saw it, strossing his.(Badoglio!s) 
completo desire to cooperate, but stressing, also, the unsuitability of condition: 

.at that moment for putting their plans into effect, 


Badoglio, like the rest, was obsessed with all-prevading fear of German re- 
taliation. Rome was the crux of that fear. They could not contenplate the 
Germans coming in and damaging, perhaps destroying it, It was the center of thei: 
world. It was the seat of their fortunes, their homes, of all their vested in- 
terests and the source of all their political and military power. Through the 
long centuries of its ancient glory it had come to mean more to the Italians 
than Italy itself. They could more calmly’ contemplato the loss of hundreds or 
thousands more Italian soldicrs fighting in the Naples area or in Southern Italy. 
through their failure to fulfill their agreoment, than the damaging of one build- 
ing in Rome by revengeful Gorsans. They were all fearful and pessimistic, and 
their fears made them all see the future through dark glasses. i 

Badoglio's attitude epitomized the terror they all felt. "I'll declare the 
ärmistice if you insist, but the Gormans will be in here and cut my throat by to- 
morrow night," he said at one point. nb 


The youtnful looking Taylor found himself in an unenviable spot. He had 
como on his mission to do a concrete military job. Suddenly he found resting on 
his shoulders tho weight of tho whole srmistice, and possibly the whole future 
of the Italian campaign. - l i 


actually, of course, it was a pretty clear-cut proposition. Within a few 
moments of starting their talks with Carboni, both Taylor and Gardiner had felt 
that the whole project was hopeless, Even earlior, when they had arrived and 
found that no staff conferences had been arranged, nothing done to further their 
military mission, they had begun to feel definite misgivings. Despite the fact 
that he was the ir first harbinger of bad news, they looked upon Carboni as a stro 
and effective figure. He was reassuringly anti-German. His mother was an 
ümerican. The -Germéns mistrusted him and had him constantly under surveillance. 
Taylor regarded him as the most decisive and commanding figure they met in Italy, 
and one who would prove of the greatest help to the ailies if he managed to es- 
cape from German occupied territory. He sat back.now and listened to their talk 
with Badoglio. 


With. the shortness of the time remaining constantly in his mind and guiding 
his decisions, Taylor slid over Ezdoglio!s suggestions that he return and lay the 
problem before General Eisenhower, Instead, he urged the Harshal to place his 
own full statement of the case before Hiscnhower at once by wireless. Badoglio 
agreed, and sat down to draft his message. Hy wrote out at the same tine a full 
statement in long hand for General Tuyior to take back in person, 





The essence of his positien which he incorporated in his telegram was what 
ha wanted: 


1) To delay the armistice announcement;. and. 

2) To withhold thc RD airborne operation i 

Badoglio had already won his second point witaeut a struggle, for the allies 

depended on his cooperation for the airborne operation, and if he couldn't co- 

operate they couldn't go ahead with it. It was the first point that became the 
all importent one. È al 

Badoglio drafted his telegram to Xisenhowes twice, each time shrewdly insert- 
ing a phrase that would indicate that Gonoral Taylor agreed with him, He aide 
use of such phrases as "es Goneral iuylor bnovs," and "us is understood by Gen- 
eral Tayl Each time Tu; lor, no less acuto, locked the message over and 
handed it back to Badoglio for revision. On the third try Badoglio's message 
stood on its own feet, and Taylor sat down at the Marshal's desk and wrote down 
his own brief: recommendation to General Eisenhower that the airborne operation be 
cancelled, He pue both messagos im his pocket to ba handed over later for transr 
mission, 





S ! 
During the whole of the interview only French had been spoken. But now, as 
the Asierican officers got up to leave, Marshal Sacomlio spoke in Italian. He 
took Taylor by the hand and swore by his honor, as s soldier of fifty five years 
service, that he was sincere in his Cealings with the allies’ He was quite 
emotional in his protestations of friendship and good faith. 









"You cannot doubt my honesty," he seid. "It is my only desire to please and 
assist the «allies 


"He ushered them to the door, shook their hands again, and bade them good- 
.night, he two of?icers drov» tack to their quarters in the Pallazzo Caprera. It 
was.a quist, uneventful return trip. They were stopped by sentries as before, 
but Carboni got them through without dif “fi cultios, Vihen thoy reached their rooms . 
they looked through the messages again for a final check-up on their contents, 
and handed them over to Uoneral Carboni for transmission over the secret "suit 
case" sot. This was hidden somewhere in the offices of the Italian Supreme 
Command, Taylor signed his message at O1.21. They got tu bed about 2 a.m. It 
was already September 8th, the day on which the Armistice was to be announced, 


Taylor was to learn later thet atmospheries, which had been raising havoc 
continually with thoir message trensmission during the entire three weeks! period, 
were especially bad that night. The Message he filed at QOL. 2l did not reach 
Algiers until six o'clock on the morning of bhe 8th. and it vas hours. later be- 
fore its vital contents rasche‘ advanced Hea Amis ber, where it had to be -and 
was“ acted upon with eelerity by General “isenhower and his staff. It reached: 
“them none too soon, l , 


With the thoroughness and foresight that had provided General Bedoll Smith 
and Brigadier Strong with preparsa armistice terms and with the "S! radio set be- 
fore they sct out for Lisbon, Allied Headquarters had also provided for sómething 
going wong with the airborne plan, In taeir discussions at Cassibile, the pos- 

ibility had been envisaged of the Italiane net going through with tho scheme, 
and:a code word had been agreed upon to indicate that the operation was to be van» 
celled. ‘That code word Was the word “innocuots." The Allied Command understood 
that if they got Eny messare from Ta ylor containing that word they were to. flash 
a message at once to the RN point. of ‚bie, airoerno division halting their 
ran Lions» 
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the wireless transmission. As an extra precaution, Taylor sent a two word mes- 
sage about 11 o'clock that morning. "Situation innocuous" that message read. It, 
too, was delayed, end was PEAN through to advanced Headquarters late in the 
afternoon. Taylor's first recommendation had just been rocoived, and orders 
hastily flashed through to tbe | airborne troops, They did not Peach the airborne 
commander until 4:30 in tho stero The transport planus werc already lined up 
to take his mon to Italy, and the porns chute soldiers, finely trained, tense and 
cager to start their operation, were a DS preparing their packs and parachutes. 
In a very short time they.were to be stopping aboard the planos, the order to 
stop the operation came as à blow to them, and they grumbled some as they stowed 
their kit back in their tents, "Why couldait Se and-So Geacrals make up their 
minds?" they wondered, as they tronped disconscistely away from tho assembly aréa. 
They could not know they had just been saved from dropping into what at the 
moment looked like the jaws of certain death. 











At the Palazzo Caprera nothing remained for Gardiner and Taylor to do ex 
cept wait for ordors from allied Hoadguarters, They roamed about their rooms 
nervously. Taylor peeked out through the closed shutters and got a sudden warm 
thrill of recognition. He was locking down slantwise- the shutters prevented a 
full viow- on a sight he knew! He hed never been in Rome before, but below him. 

‘was a lovely little fountain, and he know it at ones. ` 


"It was tho fountain of Saint Barnardo, that’ used to be on the cover of my 
high school art text book," he said. "I would have recognized it anywhere. It 
gave me à queer and pleasant thrill," 


Air-raid sirens and then tho sound of bombing penetrated to their closed 
rooms. It was the destructive allied raid on the German military Headquarters in 
the suburb of Frascati, a few miles away, The Americans knew it was the Flying 
Fortressos in action, though they did not khow what tho target was. "It sounded 
as though tho target were getting quite a pasting," taylor romarked. 


In the limited travelling about Rome, most of it at night, they had scen 

no evidence of bombed damage to the city itself. On their entry they had to 
make detours where bombs had in one eree domaged railroad crossings during the 
first raid on Home, but all they saw supported the áirforce!s claim that the bomb- 
ing had been well controlled and nad hit only militery targets. Rome had scemed 
to them very quiet. They had es to find chaotic conditions in the city. 
Instead they had, in their limited obsorvstion,scon everything to be normal end 
calm, the people seomingly rejoicing over having got rid of | Mussolini. and enjoy- 
ing their new found. freedom from Fascist control. Traffic through the street 
they had observed to be of the usual wartime nature, with a noce preponderance of 
military vehicles, but they had seen numerous privato cars as woll, and the Appian 
Way had been liberally dotted with privato automobilss. Their food was excellent, 
The Italians who had been ín charge, at losst laughed, at tne talk of food short- 
agese “Nic could have had rilct mignons at every meal, and there wes always wine", 
u observed. 


General Carboni came in to see them about 11 o'clock and told them that orders 
had just been received from Sllisd Headquarters for them to return, It was part 
of their plan to take. an Italian General back to North africa with them, to join 
Castellano and his now increasing staff, at first the Itelians had decided to 
send General Roatta, the army Chief cf Staff, who allied Generals felt a little 


leery of this choice, because Hostta had been nill^sry attache in Berlin, and 
had always been very close with the Germans... Bub 2:67 politely refrained from 
saying sos Possibly the Italians rcmembered this, teo, and decided thate Roatta 





would be a useful man to have around when the Goracos ward the sad news of the 
Armistice. At any rate, their nominee was changed, snd Lieutenant-General 


2 


Francesco Rossi, Deputy Caict of the Gonoril St.if, was picked to go along with 
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them. They were also taking back an interpreter, whoses name was Taglivavia. 


Taylor and Gardiner had no preparations to make for their departure: They 
had brought no baggage. They had an excellent lunch with the Italian cfficers, 
and rested and lounged in their roons until nalf-past four. Then their little 
truck drove up under the porte-cochere of the building, so they might bs shielded 
fron the gaze of any stray passers-by, The americans had already said their good» 
byes to Carboni and the other Italian officers, The four pas hs ei clinbed in- 
General Rossi, Taglievia, General Taylor and Colonel Gardiner, Driving out of the 
town to Centoselie wirfield they again had to make detours, for their road crossed 
the railroad lines which had been heavily bombed. 

As they drove on to the airfiold they had their closest brush with danger of 
the entire trip. Their vehicle had to halt to allow the passage of a detachment 
of marching troops, Peering through the little frosted windows the american of- 
ficers saw with a sudden chill that they were German soldiers. They marched up 
close beside the truck, Taylor and Gardner, crouching in the back, could, have 
reached out their hands and touch them. Were they going to halt and search the 
truck? . The Americans sighed with relief as the truck got its engines started up 
again and drove far out on the field, away from the administration buildings and 
any curious loungers on the edge of the parking areas. 


Waiting for them on the far side of the field was a three-motored Savoya~ 
Marchetti, with a crew of four, Its engine was warmed up, the propellers whirling. 
They hopped out of the back of the truck and climbed aboard the plane as fast as 
they could. The door wes slammed shut, and without loss of time the Savoya taxied 
‘out to the runway and took off. Thè interior of the plane was comfortable fitted 
with tables, chairs, charts and pides of memoranda, and had evidently been used 
to take Italian officers about the country. 


They took off from Centoselle at 5 o'clock. It was a beautiful, sunny after= 
noon, «as they climbed the americans had their first real look at Homo, spread out. 
in panorama beneath them. The dome of Saint Peter's roso in the distance and 
was quickly left behind as they headed straight for the coast, betwoen Sardinia 
and Corsica. Once over the sea they turned South and made for Tunis. 

Allied aircraft patrolling the North African Coast had been warned the 
Savoya was coming, and instructed not to molest it. None came near them until 
just as they were crossing the Tunisian const. Thon an american fighter plane 
spotted the Savoia with its Italian markings end camo over to investigate; it 
circled the Savoia for a while and gave vno Italian and «american occupants some 
moments of real anguish. Then, apparently satisfied, and aware of the "don't 
molest" instructions, it flew off, : 





Tho flight from Rome took about two hours, When they put in at El aouina 
Airfield, a few milos outside a it was just after 7 o'clock. General 
Ei senhower had gone on the air und announced the Italian Armistice to tho World 
at 6:30. Almost simultaneously the Eritish Broadcasting Corporation from Londen 
and the american Radio networks had started to spread the news apound the gicbe, 
The airfield personnel were in a ferment of excitenent, 


But before they loft the hirfield, a Gerdiner and their two Italian 
companions had their owm surprise, Radios had boen kopt tuned in and had picked 
up the news of Badoglio's announcement. He hed gone on the air one hour after 
General Eisenhower, and had made his proclamation to the Italian people and the 
armed forces of Italy. Here is what ho:soid: 















"The Italian Government, recognizing tho impossibility of continuing the un- 
equal struggle against the overwhelming power of the onemy with the, object of i 
avoiding further and more grievous harm to the nation, has requested an ermistice 
from General Eisenhower, Commander-in-Ohiof of the anglo-Aamorican alliod Forces, 
Ihis request has been granted. 


"Ihe Italian Forces will, therefore, cease all acts of hostility, against the 
. 2 3 3 e Jg 2 > 
Anglo-amorican forces wherever they muy be met, They will, hovever, oppose at-. 
tacks from any other quarter," 


Marshal Badoglio had retreated from the position he had takon the evening be- 
fore, and had made the ennouncement as ho had originally agreed. Tho die was cast. 
a 


È 


i D 4 
Italy was now in it with the allies. 


Taylor and Gardiner looked curiously et Goneral Rossi when he heard the news. 
Rossi turned grey under his skin. His feelings had been the sano as that of 
Badoglio and the other Italian leaders. He had wanted more tine to take prepar- 
atory measures against the Germans who were now swaraing in Italy, Like them, his 
only thought was, what would happen to Rone? S 

The two 4merican officers had conploted their mission, and everything had 
worked out satisfactorily. Though the Itelians didn!t yet know it, the invasion 
fleot was at that moment heading in toward the beaches at Salerno. The airborne 


operation had bcen called off by the narrowest of margins. 


"e believe that the whole value of our mission was that it stopped an 
operation which in our judgment would, under the circumstances, hayg been disas- 
trous, General Taylor summed it up for ite. 





SECTION 5 


DIVISION AFTER ACTION REPORT, SEPTEMBER - NOVELPER 1913. 
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le Preparatory to tho cporotions undortoken by the Division and its 
component units during the month cf September, 1943, six different 
missions wore prepared in dcteil by the Division Stoff, only twc of which 
oro Acstincd to be put in exceubicn, These tue wore ^ jump by the 509th 
Parachute Infantry Battalion in the vicinity cf AVELLINO cn tho night cf 
September ll anc jumps by the 5Ohth end 505th Combat Tooms cn tho nights 
cf September 13. and 14 cn the beaehes south cf the SELE River es rein- 
foreement for the VI Corps, Althorgh the Division Stoff participated in 
the planning cf these cperotions, the combat teams undertaking them passed 
to army cr VI Corps centr: 1 cn their take-uff and the history of their 
subscquent maneuvers is thoroforo tho history cf the units themsclvcs and 
cf the Army cr Corps cf which they were at thet time a part. likewise the 
325th Combat Term (includine 3rd Batbelion, South Parachute Infantry), - 
which clonred LICHT, SICILY September 13 for a secborne movement to 
AVALANCHE begen its Italien everntions under control other than thet cf the 
82d airborne Division Command, 





2, Division Headquarters md detachments cf Division Speciel Trocps 
eir-Iandod in tho PAESTUL arco Soptember.18 and the SOlth and 505th Combat 
Toams were brought under Divisi.n control after they vero withóroxm from 
actual corbet cpersticns in the vicinity of AIBANELL. and «LT VILLA, ITALY, 
Thoroaftor, for sovorol days the Division Commend, through thusc two combet 
teams, undertock patrol ^ctivities in tho vicinity of ROCCADASPIDE and 
CASTEL-CIVIT.A, while the 325th Combat Tom was being actively ongegod cn 
the SORRENTO Peninsula 2s an element of the Ranger Forcc, 

3, Levement <f the mein body of the Division from tho vicinity of 
CASTELCIVIT. to thc SORRENTO Poninsula was begun Scptember 26 and the 
Division CP cponed st MAORI cn that dete ond inmcdiotcly tock command. of 
2 task foreo cn tho peninsule, consisting principolly cf what hoc been the 
Renger Force elrendy cversting there anc the divisionel parachute olements - 
newly brought fren CASTELCIVIL., Lt, Col. Darby was placcà in command of 
the East Force under the Division Ccmiender, with heecquertcors ot MAORI, 
end:Ccl, James PL. Gevin, in command of the Vest Ferec, in the AGEROL. 

Arole. Tho Division GP was mvcd to Walk Septenber 27. That night a 
conoral advance was begun, with tho nain offer through CHIUNZI Pess in tho 
East, ond o supporting cffert through tho AGEROL.--GRAGNANO tunnel in thc 
West, The advance was lightly copescd ane entirely sucecssful, the first 
troops debcuching into the SRNO Plein carly tho following morning, From 
tho 28th tc tho 30th tho ontiro foree ecnvorgod on G4STELLALARD and cone 
ccntratod in that vicinity. On tho 30th the 3rd Bettelion, 505th Pera- 
chute Irfontry, led tho acwenee cleng thé moin highway routes as far os 
TORRE ANNUNZIATA, and the entire division preceeded ints the city cf 
NaPLES the following days 













he Leading elements cf the 82d Airborne Division, with the 5rd 
Battalion, 505th Parechute Infantry, serving as advenes gucrd, entered. the 
city of NAPLES about no:n Octcbor 1, 1943, on the main highways leading into 
the city from the South, . Tho Division was proecdod as for ^s the scuthorr 
extremity cf tho city suburbs by reconnoissoneo elements of tho 23rG 
armored Brigade (British), which ot thet point diverged to. tho Northeast 
and by-passed tho city itscl?, The entire city was cocupicd and put under 
patrol befcre nightfall. 





5, Except for cloments of the Divisicn dutsched from it tc sorvo 
under other commands, the Division rom iac? throughcut thc month-in the City 
of NAPLES, chergcd with the responsibility for maintaining order, and sov 
no further combat services sailing for North Irclond on 19 November 1913. 

«Ta 





HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY 
be P. Dai #h46h, U. S. irwy 


In the field, 
l October 1943. 


SUBJECT: "Division of Responsibility between CG, 82d Airborne Division 
and CG, Fifth army Base Section, 


TO : CG, 82d »irberne Division 
: CG, Fifth orc; Pase Section 
CG, 10th Cor "DS Ù br) 
ea, VI Coros (US, ) 


l. The CG, 82nd Airborne Division, utilizing Allied troops under his 
command, is charged with the maintenance of peace and good order in the 
City of Naples and the guarding of all militery installations,. public works 
and other public property. Ho will act dirscetly under the Commanding 
General, Fifth army, pursuant to Operation Instruction No. 3, 22 September 
1942. Be will also utilize the services of the Carabinieri and other 
Italian civilian police which he will control through Allied Military Govern- 
ment channels, He will also be responsible for local defensé, and the dis- 
ciplinary control of all allied Military personnel within the city. 

.2. Tho CG, Fifth Army Base Section (Brig. Gen. Ponce) will be charged 
with the general administrative control of Naples, except for the function 
allotted to CG, 62nd airborne Division under Par. l. Among his functions 
will be; 

a, Control cf Allied Military Government within the area, except for 
its policing functions. This will include supervisien of the provision of 
. food and medical supplies for the civilian population. 


: b. M«intenanco of utilities of all serts to the extent necessary for 
military purposes, : 


c. AL of supply dumps in coordination with chiefs of section, 
Fifth Army 


d. Reconstruction and operations. cf the port arse. 


©. Acquisition of rerl estate and matters of quartering, billeting and 
similar activities, as prescribed in üdministrätive. Instruction No. ll. 


f, Signal communications within the Fifth Army Base Section, 
g Transportation insofar as it pertains to base section activities, 
h, PAD, firo fighting, traffic control-and sanitation. 


By. command of Lieutenant General CLARK: 


/s/t/ M. Fe GRANT 
Colonel, AGD, 
adjutant (onerat 


Pt 


VENTRE 





SECTION 6 


THE 325TH GLIDER INFANTRY 


On September first, 1913, the 325th Combat Team, consisting of the 325th 
Glider Infantry, with an attached parachute infantry battalion, field and 
coast artillery, combat, and shore engineers, and medical personnel, was under- 
going intensive training near Bigerte, Tunisia, for the shore landing operatio 
known as "Avalanche." On September 3rd, while the Combat Team was engaged in 
loading its heavy equipment on LST!s, the mission was cancelled, 


Planning was commenced on September lth to move the Combat Team to Sicily 
by plane, and on the'5th, the lst Battalion, 325th Glider Infantry, Company 
"UA", 307th Airborne Engineers, and the advance party of the Combat Team moved 
to Airport No, 2, Mateur, Tunisia, The advance detail boarded planes at 1700 
and Bnded at Licata, Sicily, at 1915 on September 6th. On the same date the 
2d Battalion of the 325th moved to Airport No, 2, iiabeux. Both the lst and 2d 
Battalions boarded planes on the 7th, The lst Battalion landed at Gela West, 
Sicily. The battalion headquarters and part of Company "F! of 2d Battalion 
landed at the Trapani-Mico airfield, Sicily, and the rest of 2d Battalion land- 
ed at Comiso, Sicily. On the same date the 3rd Battalion, 50lthn Parachute 
Infantry, attached, moved by plane from Africa to Comiso, Also on September 
7th, the 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion and the 2d Platoon of the 307% 
Airborne Engineer Company attached left by water for Maiori, Italy, from which 
point the 319th was used in support of the Ranger Task Force. The Engineer 
platoon was also used in action north of Maiori. ° 


Regimental Headquarters Company, Service Company and the Regimental . 
Medical Detachment of the 325th, together with Battery "A" of the 80th Air- 
borne Antiaircraft Battalion and Company "A", 307th Airborne “ngineers less 
the 2d Platoon, moved by plane to Castelvetrano, Sicily, on September Oth, 
The advance echelon of the Combat Team had already moved from Licata to 
Castelvetrano by truck on September 7th, The dispersion of the 325th Combat 
Team, less detachments, among various Sicilian airfields was dictated by the 
possibility of a mission involving air landings in the vicinity of Rome, 


.The next few days were spent standing by in case the airborno mission 
materialized, On the 9th, reconnaissance was made for a possible bivouac 
area to be used in case of concentration of the Combat Team near the Trapani- 
Hilo airport. On September 10th, the Regimental Personnel Section arrived 


at Castelvetrano from Bizerte by planc. 


The Combat Team, less the elements previously sent on a separate mission 
on the 8th, and less the two antitank platoons of Regimental Headquarters 
Company, moved by plane to Licata on September 13th and was loaded on ICI'sy 
which left the port at 2000 the same date. At 1430 the following day, the 
IOI!s arrived at Palermo, Sicily. The troops remained aboard overnight, and 
at 0500 on the 15th, the LOI!s left for a destination near Salerno, Italys 
At 2300 that night the Combat Team landed on the beach 18 kilometers south of 
Salerno and remained there until morning. 


.. On the 16th, the 3rd Battalion, 50hth Parachute Infantry, teft on an un- 
“Know mission, `The 2d Battalion, 325th Glider Infantry, less Company "Gi, 
which was attached to Headquarters, Fifth Army, departed by ICI's to work with 
the Rangers on a beach head narth of Salerno. For the w xt five days the 2d 
Battalion held positions on iit, San Angelo di Cava against enemy action which 
culminated in an cight-hour attack on September 20th. The Battalion héld its 
ground, ` 


The remainder of the. Combat Team marched five miles to a bivouac area neal 
Staz di Cappuccio, Italy. At 0700 on September 17th, Company "G", 325th 
Glider Infantry, left by LCI's to occupy the Island of Ischia, southwest of thc 
harbor of Naples, The 3ra Battalion of the 50lith was relieved from attached 


d am 









at 0001 the same date, and the rest of the Combat Team was alerted to go to 
the front at 2130, 


At 0300 the following morning, the lst Battalion, 325th Clicer Infantry, 
moved out and took up positions northeast of Albanella, Italy, in support of 
the 3rd Battalion, SOlth Parachute Infantry. be ee Headquarters Com- 
pany, Service Company, and the Regimental ledi. Detachment, 325th, with 

ompany Headcuarters of Company "A" of thé 30 aan “Airborne Inginoers, moved to 
a bivouac arca shout one mile southeast cf Alboenella, The Hegimental CP WAS 
also established at this point. it 6630 on the samo dote (Soptonbor 16th), 
the lst Platoon of Conoany UA“, 307th Zngineers, joined the lst Battalion,’ 








The Intelligence and Reconnsissanoce Platoon, of Ber Headquarters 
Company, 325th Glider Infantry, ostoblishod an obsorvat nost northeast of 
Albanella during the li end. of the icih, During tae ios there was more 
or less shelling from German 85's, and during the night there was som artil- 
lery fire, AU 1622 on the 1th, Coimany "OC" of the ist Battalion furnished a 
30 man reconnaissance detail to a Tank Nester royer unit. During the 19th, the 
lst Battalion remained in a defensive position, At 0935 a patrol from Company 
"GU" reported that it vas weet of Alteville and that there was no enemy 
opposition, ab 17CO it was reported thet the 30 man deteil with the tank 
destroyer unit was at Altavilla, 
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On September 20th, tho Combat Toam was withdrawn from its positions and 
moved by trick to Beach Mo, I near Pacstum, Italy, romoining there overnight. 


‚kt 1500 on the 2lst the Conbat Team personnel moved by ICI and IST to lialori, 


Italy, Beuipment was sent overland by truck, The Combet Team arrived at 
Maiori at 1930 and was an to the Ranger Force, ‘he lst Battalim, 325th, 
moved up to positions at Hi, San Angolo di Cava to rolievo thc 2d Battalion, 
which moved back and took up een behind the lst ne The 3rd 
Ba attalion, South Parachute Infantry, less Company "I", ves ogein attached to > 
the 325th Glider Infantry and took us positions on Ht, di Ch une The 319th 
Glider Field Artili Lery Batt: iion was relieved i attached and was attsched 
to the lst Ranger Battalion, ‘The Regimental CP was teiporarily osteblished 
at Maiori, and Major Zinn, Regime ntal 5-3, with C Dpto] in Berkut Regimental 
8-2, went forword to the front to give the field order for tho following 
day's osceretlonse 

|. On the 23rd, the lst Platoon, 307th Airborne Engincers moved up to work 
with the lst Battalion of the 325th, ‘The otal gence and Reconneissance 
Platoon of icgimontal Ne endqnar rtcrs ; also sent to the front, where 
it was extensively usog in vat Dols Sitler, Regimental Executive 
Officer, and Major Zinn, 5-3, forvprü OP on the road to Chiunzi 
Pass, A report was eve duc tí lion wes in position by 1500. 
Meanwhile, the general attack, .325tü!s mission wes a defensive 
one, had startod st 0330 on * 5d novel vessels sholled the 
mountains north of ! iod 

















The Regimental CP was moved from Halo into tho mountains on the 
Chiunzi Pess road on the morning of tho zith, and tho forward CP personnel 
moved to the Regimontal CF location at 1200. Ab 2000 Colonel Lowis, Cone 
mending Officer of tho 325th Glider Infantry, direeted a mechan gun platocn 
of ist Battalion with rifle protection to occuoy high ground at Fornace and 
strofe tho reed toword Camerelle, By 0900 tho following day, oan, these 
troops were forced to withdrew, having suffered several cas sualbics. 

















“ero the sme as on the pre- 


On the 25th the lst Bottolion y 28 
bed in front of Company "B" 


ecding day, strong enemy sition b 
from 0530 to .C600. On tni nouns relayed back from the 
Regiment's observation ix n ritisa artillery and naval guns to 
shell an enomy truck colunn south of Osmorelio, destroying 17. trucks. 
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rejor Gc Be BRidgusy, Comucnding Goncorcl, 62d Airborne Division, was 
SEA in command of all thc ares west of Salerno on September 26th. The 


JB. 








arca was divided into cast and wost sectors, Lt. Col. Derby of the Rangers 

romaining in commend of the eost sector, in which the 325th was opersting. 

The 26th was a dey of petrol activity, tho British being renortcd out of con- 

tact with the cnomy, The lst Bettelion of the 325th sent potrols toward 

Carcmelle, the 2d Battalion, toward Nocena. The 3rd Battelion, 50hth Para- 

chute Infantry, patrolled toward Pagoni, and other units, to tho south of 
Sale. On this date the 3rd Battolion of the 50uth reverted to regimental 
BOUE. and the 325th returned to Division control ab 2400. 
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On orders from tho Commanding Offic 
attalion, 325th, attacked the road sou 
act with the U6th Division. on the right ion was part of the 

Force plan to seize po ositions in tho valley in the ossì Bootes On the 28th of 
Sectember tbis operation wes successfully completed as far as units of tho 
325th Combat cam were concerned, and vnits held the Dos tiene cebeblished on 
the previous daye 





Force Hecdquarters, the lst 
E hi 18 to lu E 









On September 29th, the 325th Combat Team moved to San Egidio and 
bivovacked thoro overnight. On September 30th, the Combat Teain moved to an 
assembly arce cast of Castollammerc, where the two antitank mlatoons of 
Roginentel Ee dquarters Company rejoined tho Regiment, having arrived by bost 
from Termini, Sicily, On this doy the cfficers of the Corbet Team were in- 
formed of plans for tho occuprtion of Noples by the 62a Airborne Division to 
‘restore order ond provent rioting. 











HEADQUARTERS 325th GLIDER INFANTRY 
APO ith 69 LM d. de Arug 


October 20, 1913 
ANNEX #13 


To "The 325th Glider Infontry in Action", dated October 19, 1943. 


Tho lst Battelion, 325th, in oxceution of orders to i the roed 
sovthesst of thoir posi s on on stcblis sh contact with thc British h6th 
Division, sent Company 34, with onc 0 DON of Com any “at ti ad enemy . 
Soros point at 1330 on Sá) tember otti, Aitor 2 four hour fight, in the 
course of which Lieutenant Gibson, cor ng dos many "BU", wee wounded and 

Captain Bishoo of Comany "AN took over the direction of the attack, tke 
strong point was. captured, together 2 prisoners; a German radio and 
considersble other enemy maboriol. Cur los ACTU en o wounded agoinst 

23 Germans killed, This strong voint hz d becn protecting an crtillery 

bsorve tion post; ‚end had becn holding ur the advance Se the British 15th 
ui Brigade and the British I6th Division 


































b. THES OLTE PARACHUTES INFANTRY 
( EXCERPTS FROM | DEVILS VITH BAGGY PANTS" ) 


Lost men of tho 50h were reluctant to lenve their new-found home in 
Sicily; Beene were ripe for one thing, thc languages was mich ensicr thon the 
thoussnd and one Areh dialects encountorcd in Africa, : ona toon the Sicilians, 
who wore SALE convinced that their homelond waa now an "American Island", 
werc quite willing to show their now bossos a good timo. 








rcr, roturnod the rogiment to 
sly cvident that another 
oro obsorbea by the come 







An order from Fifth Army hendqu 
Kairouan, North Arion, “Mero it bee 
parechute mission vas in the wind. 
panies, training wos resumed, end tho 3rc vas once sgin detached 
from the rogiment-this time they vcro sont to wi iv for specinl beach 
assault training with tne Rangers and the 32555 Glider Infontry. 














Orders soon came for tho 50L to return to Siriy: a more suiteble 
jumping-off place for the invasion of Italy. They agein boordeà plancs in 


Africa and flow, this time undisturbcd by encmy and friendly flak, to Comisco, 
and Trapani, Sicily. 


Weeks of preparation fora jump at Cepua, bricfings, tiny scole models 
of the preposcd drop zone expertly carved by former German toy mokors-worc 
forgotten, The mission to Capua had becn cancelled; the cnemy had becn warn- 
ed and vas waiting on the DZ, 

Then there was the mission where men of the regiment were to jump on Rome 
and with the help « of Italien pa "tisens, occupy tho city. That, too, had been 

cancelled-and only three: mimstcs boforc the schcduled take off. 50h mon were 

disgusted | ot tho timo, bus sübscH ET» folt differently when they learned the 
full story of Goncrol To Jior's X with karshal Badoglio in Rome, and 
. of his resultant docisioa to stop the Coh ‘from jumping into what his eleventh 
hour information dirclosod to bo a trap, 





' The 3rd Eottslion then moved to Liesto ond rejoined the 325th md the 
Rangers, Here they boorà.d IGL's snd ect out to sco; they know they werc 
going to Itely, but other than thas, information was veguce H Company's 
boats left the convey, and on Sunburber 2, with a grows of Rengers, made thc 
initial landings on the Ltelien const “ri.  Cpoosition on the beach wes 
slight, and the pe rochut ists quickly aCvoneoc into the mountains overlooking 
the const where they csp turcd thc now fomous Chiunzi Fass and 2 vital roil- 
road tunnel. 











G, Hocdquartcrs, ond I Comoonios, with the remainder of the 325th Combat 
Team, swerved south and on September 11, landed on tho bloody Selorno beach. - 
The Tuftweffe and the American and Bi riti sh Air l'orces provided an overhes 

show that ren 2) hours a dey, That the militery situction at Salerno was not 
as it should have been bocomo more evident with cach passing hour; Germen 
tanks ond strong infentry forcus were pressing rclontlossly toward the beech, 
and the word wes passed nround thao it would be fight or swim. No prretrooper 
on thet beach wes in the mood for a tuclve-milo swim, ond with tho prospects 
of 2 last-ditch stand staring them in the face, men of the 3rd Battalion 
settled down and awaitcd developments, 


The romoinder of the 50h was rcstlossly weiti ing at cirfiolds in Comiso, 
and Trapani, Sicily, for the parachute mission that they had bocn told to 
expoct. On öcptember 13, they were again alerted. “Another dry run", was 
ns cynical comment of most men. Nevertheless, each man gave his cquipment 

a last minute chock-just in casc, Rarly chow was caten ond immedictcly 
afterword the Sroops foll in at their bivouse areas in tho appointod plane 
loading formations; then marched to tue bottcrod and roofloss hangers where 
they picked up eci. . 


It wes not until the men were scetod in the planes that the mission was 
disclosed, In probobly the bricfest briofing of any comporoble operction of 
the war, mon of tho Foù wore informed that the Fifth Army beachhead in Italy 
wes in gravc. dinger cf being breached; thet the Sol wes to jump behind 
fricndly lines in tho vicinity of the threatened brco through in order to 
stm the German advance, A pethfinder group was going in ahead with special 
equipment to guide the. plonos onto the DZ, tho centor of which the Fifth Amy 
was to indicete with a o flowing "UPS, ^ Thot was all; no one knew speci- 
Pies, dd was to bo reavired of hiu-nothing more than tho fact that the 
Fifth Army was endengorcd end thet the 50h was necded badly. Esh mn fclt 
on inword sured of pride in his importance, Morale climbed, 
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As the planes socd down tho air strip and, lifted into the night sky, thes 
men folt that they had a big assignment ehéed of them; the roscuing of the 
Fifth Army, Though some may have “had mis sgivings about what the morrow would 
bring, they wore confident in their strength and happy to be on the way. 





hortly after midnight tho planos, ‚Flying in acolumn o? invo 
passed over the clarly narkod DZ and unloanded their human cargoos. With the 
exception of sicht planos which failed to mvigate proporly to the DZ, but 
whose planolon.ds woro subseauently accounted for, thoro was little difficulty 
of confusion exporioncod in comploting tao spor rations. AssomLly was mado in 
tho designated atoas with a minietm loss of tine and a later check ro vealod 
that caly 75 mon had sufferod i injurios as a rosult of the jump, This mission 
is still rogardod as olor de srontost axanple of tho mobility of air borne 
troops--in ox^ctly aight hours tho 504 had. boon notified of its mission, 
briefed, loaded cento planes, juspod on its assizned drop zone, and committed 


against the cnemy. 
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On the DZ, situated a fay hundrod yards from the bosch and two milos 


South of Paestun, tre beon of garnoa abs tho flash of punfiro were distinctly 
evident a short distance tho eroe iegonblod, organized, and entrucked, 


tho roginent was within How r coving nlowly along tho road that lod in tho 
direction from whence tho sounds of battlo canoe 





By dawn tho roginont, loss tho 3rd Battelon, was firmly emplaced in a> 
dofonsive soctor threo miles x m Paostun and Scuthwost of Albanella.s The 
days of tho 14th and 15th of September, "oro: spent in anticipation of a tank 
attack that throatonod fron tho Calora Rivor region to tho North. Tho And 
Battalion assisted in tho ropulsing of one tank attack across the Solo River 
whilo E Company, ona roconnaíssanco in forco of the sane area, encountered 
-geattcred and sgall clencats of the snony. The rogincntal reecn platoon 
Md tho arca Sovoral miles to the front and battalinnsalso sont out 

seqnnaissance and combat patrols of thoir cwn with particular onphasis on the 
Altavilla soctore M "S 


Hostilo rer firo, vas anasmodic and larscly intordictory in charact- 
or. Air activity vas confined principally to friendly. craft, though the oenony 
in groups of two and throc would occx8ional ed rako an abpoaranco ovor 504 





. positions only. to be criven off by intense fire from supporting anti-aircraft 
units. i - 


' î : - 
On the morning of tho du dU rogimont marchod four tiles to occupy the 
town of Albanclla, whero at nocu, Golonsl Pucker issues to the battalion 
commandors tho order to soizo and hold tho high ; propad surrounting Altavilla» 





Hark CA Clark, commander 


OMe 
t 
Salerrio bonchhoad'. Mon of 


‚The days following md in tho words of G 
of tho Fifth Army, "rosprasiblo for saving tho 
tho ist and end Battalions Pe Unc flat valloy Ee were sub= - 
joetod to intonso onomy artillery and srall arms fire; contact between tho 

‘battalionsand tho OP group woro Icat, but all units. prossod oe, 
forward and in spite of ovorwboluias onory superiority. in nunbors, took thoir 

‘assienod objectives. zr counter-attacked stubbornly, and on tho night 

‘of the 17th, it boenzo svidont that help had to bo scoured Af tho 504, now 
completely cut off from friendly forcos, was to hold thoso koy positions so 
necessary for tho security of tno beachhonde E 


" 


ce 
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General Dawloy, commander of tho Sixth Corps, was contactod by radio, 
and suzgestod that tha rogicont withdraw and attoopt to catablish s line nearer 
lie Bones it was thon that Col. Tucker uttered tho statenient that — 
opitonizod tho saga of Àltavilla--'Rotront, Holl! --Sond ro my thor battalion. 


The 3rd Battalion was then sont to rojoin tho roginont. T 


S 
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They moved into 
‘position on Hill^/2A4, tho let and 2nd Battalions repulaed strong onomy 3 
countoreatta dis, contact: botwoon the units was rade, and tho Srlerno bo*ch- 
head was savede Tho noxt day t tho 504 wzsroliovod by olonsnts of tho 36th 
Division. — d : . i 


This, tho first contact with the onony for mon of tho 504 since Sicily 
and tho first aa PONE A ont nau bd er as & unit in = 
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the Fifth Army within the confines of the coastal plain reaching as far as 
Altavilla. With its flanka secured, the Fifth Army was at liberty to extend 
itself northward in the direction of Salerno, end ultimately to Naples. 


The ‘area in the region of Altavilla for several years had been a firing 
range for a German artillery school; consequently there vas no problem of 
range, deflection, or prepared concentrations that the enemy had not solved 
long before the advent of the Americans. Needless to say, hostile artillery 
and mortar fire was extremely accurate and capable of pin-pointing with lethal 
concentrations such vital features as sils, trails, and draws. During tho- 
three days that the 504th occupied the several hills behind Altavilla, approxi- 
mately 30 paratroopers died, 150 were wounded, and one man was'missing in 
actions, 


The majority of these casualties were caused by the enemy!s artillery fire. 
Enemy casualties were, judging from the number of dead left on the field of 
battle and from information divulged by prisoners, several times those of the 
regiments Four separate and distinct attacks by the enemy launched from the 
north, east, and west of 504th positions were driven back with heavy casualties 
resulting for the Germans. 


On. the morning of September 20, the 504th, less the 3d Battalion, moved 
back into a reserve position. The 5d Battalion moved directly from Hill 344 
to Blue Beach in the vicinity of Paestum where they boarded LOI's and headed 
toward Maiori to join "H" Company, still holding out with the Rangers at 
'Chiunzi Pass. 
3 
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For the remainder of the regiment, the period 20-25 September, was for the 
most part ono of rest and resupply. However, road patrols were maintained by 
the regiment recon platoon which at tho same time kept in constant touch with 
the British Eighth Army on the right flanke. The enemy had apparently withdrawn 
to the north, and the report of the. villagers was always the same—-that the 
Germans had passed through in trucks a day or two before headed north. 

Before noon on the 25th, the regimont was ordered to join tho 3d Battalion 
and boarded LCI's at Red Beach where they skirted the coast to Maiori. 


Terrain in this sector was precipitous and hilly with plonty of concealment 
provided by underbrush and trees. All evidence of tho enemy was confined to the 
valley which stretched like. a vast carpot bolow--tho valley of Naples. Even in 
the valley there was little, aside from an occasional truck movement or a gun 
flash, to be seen of tho Germans. Positions were occasionally shelled, parti- 
cularly that portion of the road that wound around tho mountain and came: out in 
full view of the German guns located at the base of Mount Vesuvius somo ten 
miles to tho front. This outlet was known as Chiunzi Pass--but because of trig- 
gor happy Gorman artillerymon, was promptly renamed "88" Pass by 504 mene 


On September 28, the regiment contacted the British 10th Corps, and moved 
out in the attack, spearheading the drivé for the great port of Naples. British 
tanks skirtod around tho base of Mount Vesuvius to tho cast, bypasaing tho city, 
while 504 men turned west, captured Castellamre. Tho 504th entered Naples: on 
October lst. E 
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Tho city was ^ scence of ruin, starvation, ond gonorol wretchedness, 
Borbed buildings were to be secn ovoryhoro and tho strects wore littered with 
on accumulation of rubble pilcd by months of bombing. Thu public utilitics-- 
wobor, gos, and cloctricity--had cach bein carefully and systeme icolly dc- 
stroycd by the enemy on tho eve of his departure from tho city. Business was 
et a standstill, with the oxecption of on occasionnl barber who did, necdloss 
to say; a great trade, 


Looting ‘ras common, riots woro in constont occurrence, and everywhere 
tho Amcricm soldicr wrs enlled upon by civilions to arbitrate and judge thoir 
strect differences. For most Amorienns this wes a difficult and most irk- 
sore task, inasmuch as the longu^go wos forcign and the simultancous pleadings 
and cejolings of the conflicting portics for 2 judgment would increase in in- 
tensity and dramatic quelity until the confused soldier in his inability to: 
unécrstand tho aeccusstions, or even heve the fointest idea of tho bone of 
contention, would throw up his hands in dismay to wash himsolf of tho wholc 
affoir, Then tho Itnlians would smile gently and mutter with o little nod 
in tho direction of tho American, "io ecpisco!, 


Those wore hapoy days; duty was light. wine, women, and song were the 
order of the dey, ond with cach passing wock Naples could be seon to progress 
another degree towerd business and life as usual. Shops end cafes opened 
grodually in spite of tho:scors of wor, Thon cono inflation--cverything 

‘doubled, then tripled, in pricc; ch^mpogno, wine, ond cognac disepoc^red in 
avor of a new and more desdly bovorogc--'"Ton-minuto" cognate turc medicinal 

alcohol, with suger ond weter added, and primed with a fow drops of the 
essonce of cognac, was bottled, labeled, aged, and sold on the strects within 


2 matter of minutos, ’ 


. Naples and its dubidus pleasures had begun to pall on most mon and it 
was with c certain amount of enthusiasm thet the nars of n forthcoming mission 
was received, Advance information indierted tant tho mission involved the 
assaulting of precipitous meuntein positions. & group of thirty mon was dis- 
patchod. to- tho Fifth Army Mountain Climbing School nesr W^plcs to rcccivc 
Spociclizcd treining in cliff senling ond mountain cliubing. 


On Octobor 27, 1913, the 50h Corbet Team moved by truck to 2 bivouac 
Parca in the vicinity of Castello d't4lifc. Is beerme onprrenb ot that time 
that tho ‘objective would not bo the asımulb of my porticular mountcin 
position, but instcad to mzko a gencral advenec touerd Isurnid, shout 25 miles 
duo North from Alife, Two doys later, the goh leunched an opic cttack through 
the sountoins of central Italy thet wee. to carry thon 22 riles shead of the 
Fifth Army on their loft and tho Eighth army on their right, Driving North 
toward Gallo, in à bottle thet proved for the most oart to be one of physical 
stomina intersporsed with sharp petrol C nents, tho 50h crosscd the Volturno, 
ontorcd the roil and read contor of Iscrnia, elearcd Colli, Macchia, Fornelli, 
Corro, and Rochetta, and 15 mon from H and I Companics doggodly fought their 
way through mino fields to rorch the sunt of Hill 1017--thc Fifth Amy 
objective and Loy point of the entire scotor. 















ALL supolios in this advance were of necessity carried by non and mulos, 
since jecpzblo roads were non-cxistent, Communication was oxtronoly difficult 
to mrintain beesuse tho front was wide, the distorice between the roginontol 

OP and the battalions great, and inclusive of rough and rocky mounteins. Be- 
esusc of tho constant forward movement and redisposition of the unit's elements, 
it was necessary for the wire team to vork night ond day in their efforts to 
provide even tho borost minimum of comwuniestion requircd for the efficient 
functioning of the Combat Team, 





‚Probably tho most voluoblo asset possessed by the 50h in this phase of 
tho Italian compaign was dogged sbemina ond. tho initietive end will to over- 
como or circumvent all obstacles in their pursuance of the part they werc 
ordered to play in this opcretion. 








ccotion, conbo t was rostrictod to 
ae i over a broad front. The torrain vas 

such that no dig tin either onomy or friendly, could bc dosignat- 
cd, German potrois ; dd cur "linos" and tho some. thing vas truc: 
of the American ostrols to on even groster extent, . It is in this type of ‘war 

fero that tho 50l, proved itsclf to be the uncauivoerl master of the onen i 
there were fow oncountors, cvon then the Cormons had the advents ‘ge of nunór- 
icol supuriority, thet tho cnuny didn't come out second best. Trained to i 
fight in snoll ind pondent groups, in the technique of scouting and stealth, 
and for ti and perscvoroneo, the porctrocpors proved tho value of their 
specie cen proporeticn for conbab, 


On this mission P 
smoll local cngzg 


























‘Ath tnc onomy falling back for 2 ne a line running from Cordit 
den, tho SOL Combet form was werndd to stond by for a displacement 
n to Serpoli. However, botore eny such movement began, the CI was- 
orcerca into Corps.roscrvo, ius positions to bo cxchanged with the 133rd In- 
fentrys l l di: 











The 3rd Battalion moved to the rear on Novbeber 23, followed by the rc- 
maindor of the Combat Tean on sucecsive days ‘theresftcr, at Ciorleno, 
Thanksgiving wes celebrated with a sumtuous vopest tronsported in special 
contsinors to the rog iv from Naples, onc. na rod in stich quantities that 
moss kits were foregone in favor of tho greater volume. "of tin helacts. 






After 2 dull anc somewhat au taii TE tuo wocks spent in bivouac in a 
cscrvo position near oLoriono, the Combet Team reecived orders to nove 
forward for an asssult on Mb. Sa iuero on the sdincent hills buyond Venafro-- 
positions that douineteod » the gotowy to tuo German stronghold of Cassino, 





On tho rainy cold ee of December 10, 19h3, tho regimental CP was 
establishod ot Voncfvo, ond thc ist end 2nd ü^tbclions closca in on their 
respective bivouse rens ot tho bose oo igh ground overlooking tho 
Volturno Velloy and Vonafro, < ; Gand I of ue ER Bottelicn moved 
immediately forward to rcliovo of th. 3rd Renger Battelion who were 
in position on Hill 950, “hile ^ovond ng to relieve the Nene gore, I I Company 
boccone subjactid to crus firc axl in the midst of à German 
counber-ettrck, mi | up their sssigned nositions The next 
twelve hours found the fk 3 ccunbereni bone) dng jon times in force, and 
although I Company hod sufZorod 146 casunltios by noon of bho following dey, 
they still held she position, 

































Tho following morning tho ?nd Botzclion complot od tho difficult clirb 
up iib, Sammero £1205) to bake vp positions formerly occupied by tho 1lä3rd 
Infantry. Tho roncindor of thc 3rd Battalion joined G and I Conpani wa 
continuod to repel ropes pe cnemy counter-atircks e 307th ai bornc agi 

pid a wine ‘field in A rar bobyocn Hills 1205 and 950. Enemy ertillen 
inerensed in intensity t ve] puc gree unprcc Xódentod in tho Italien c 
it becerme quite evident thet the Germans voro determincd to reg in these - 
heights sb n costs, Coe ey 

















, 





: The Ist Battolion, supposedly in reserve, was uscd for Jittcr-bonring 
details, cna to carry food, water, and ammunition up the Rocky, heavily- 
sholled tr oils to the trocus clinging, stubbornly to positions en thc heights, 

' Durin tho sucsccdin; Sposata days tho 2nd pathal on lounchéd en attack 
on the oncxy-nclà i std and withdrew to x dcfonsivo 
position in front ; Bebtelion moved cut of reserve and, 
with the excoption o: Hill 710, moved up to Hill 
1205 in suprort of . Tho 3rd Bettzlion sent out 
etrols towerd the on 


bing little resistence, 
as covered’ €x SOR. positions chat had rccontly 
bocn vaere 3 ue Aue 
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By this time the 376th Porechuto Field Artillery Battalion was well em- 
pleced and giving direct support to the 50) Combat Team that was of oxcop- 
tional accuracy and cfficioncy, The wire section csteblished and maintained 
communications with the various units of the CT--on endless and fatiguing 
job frequently necessitating work under artillery firc, which usually 
knocked out the wire as fast ds it sould be roplacede. 


By December 20, the 50 CT was holding Hills 1205, 950, 954, 710, and 
687, with patrols operating on Hills 877 and 610, The fighting of this 
operation consisted of the assrulting of ono hill after another, It was an 
uphill fight all thew sy characterized by rock and treg.baro, 15 degree 
slopes, and unusually stubborn resistance by. the enemy. Supply and cvacuatior 
of the wounded was a mcbtor of bock-broaking work, The medicis task, at 
best a difficult one, was incrcoosod ten-fold on the high, craggy, windswept, 
ond shelterless hill tops,  Modicol supplies were short when they werc noed- 
cd most and thoro was no quick way of obtaining morc, Casualties had to be 
carried on stretchers down to tho rosd--2 painful six hour journcy. Mule 
troins wore oble to carry supplies to a certain point, efter which it became 
necessary boccuso of the inercasod angle of escont, for oll supplies and 
ammunition to bo transported up to tho summits by carrying parties of mene. 
This work was carried out over hoavily-shelled trrils, with supplies always 
reaching the units engaged just in time, i 


During the 19 days that tho 50l was in action near Venafro they 
sufforod a total of 5l dead, 226 wounded, ond two mon missing in action. 
Those figures arc exclusive of tho 376 FA Battelion and Company C, 307 
Engincors, coch of whom suffered dcad and wounded, list of the casualties 
were the rosult of onomy artillery firc, which was, as has been mentioned, 
Intense, . i l l l 


Howcvor high the number of these cosualtics may sccm, compared to the c 
of tho enemy they must bc considered light, Only tho very roughest of es- 
timates con bo modo of the onemy casualtics,. however information revealed 
by prisoners (51 were taken) indicated Gorman dood ond wounded to be at least 
five times greater thon those sufficred by the. 50h). On December 27, the ro- 
giment was relieved of duty in tho Venefro scetor and was moved to ww i 
bivouac arcas in the vicinity of rignatoro, ; 


Small, much-borbed Pignetoro, located in the heart of the lower Vol- 
turno Valley in tho shadow of Hill 620, which fivc months before had been 
doSignetod as tho objective for the sol, on their much-briefod Cepua mission, 
had now become a scene of rest for mon of the regiment, A belated Christms 
was celebrated, Now Year's Doy dinner caten under the hungry geze of the 
tom's population, and finally the long-owaited Christmas packages werd 
recoivod and opened.. The regiment was peid and for the next sovorel days 
the Italien courtyards of Pignetoro echocd with the almost forgotten sound 
of rippling dico, and the stridcnt coaxing of "Whup, scvon--do iti" 


Shower baths were made evaileble, movics were shown nightly in a tiny 
ronovated picture house, orange treos groonod under the weight of fresh 
fruit (all off limits), and "tough guy" Humphrey Bogart, wife, and company 
put on a fow skits for tho rcgimont from thc back of a six-by-six perked in 
a nonrby soccor field, i 


Still, these voro simple pleasures and tho paratroopers longed for 
Noplos! gecity and relaxation of another sort, so it was with checry hearts 
that the Combat Team movod:^goin on Jenuery lh, 194, to the suburbs of Naples. 


"Officially!, Naples was off limits to tho 50h, but thon who were they-- 
tho victors of Altavilla, tho ossoultors of Mt, Sammuero, and the partici- 
pants of a hundred other engogemonts--to sudionly become impotent at the 
flicker of a PBS directives; besides hadn't they taken the town four months 
before? Naples was retaken by mass infiltration, —— 
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The city had changed; in some wa 


we for tho better and in others for the 


worse, Tho lights hed come ons water ron in Ee toile ts, tho opera ond the 


movies were playing to packed nouscs 
‘ago of bombcd buildings, stores were 


S, the nts were eloared of the wreck- 
well stocizua vath everything but good 


"vino", and tho enlisted ments Red Cress Club vas a structure of gra andcur 
3 i 


that sapped anything from the United 


Stetes to iba "Uk. 


N aplos had assumed the ccsmopoliten and multi-colored stmos toy c of 


Casobiznea, Algiers, ond Cairo, The 
iforms of sailors and scldicrs of i 
2 menner of specking, i 

were those who scid 
thon such stretomenbs a 
iously, for Nceplos, t ch 
Mario was still cs fricndiy zs oves, 









Ete 


© nos te nl 


However, all ves not plays ‘mere 


ing, and it soon become cvidont thet 
"England is next", were doomed. to go 
HOS "forthooning--this tine n perse 





tc mission, 


251 


ee cuts were irridoscont with us un- 


olf a dozen different nationalities, In 
ar, fapio s hoc. bocomo te property cf tho world, There ` 






" CU liked it better beforc", but 

i neccsserily to bc teken scr- 

ange od, mas still the thee of fun and 
oven though her iders had changed too. 





was training, dicci, rc-equipp- 
tho rumors of, "We're going honc", or 
the way of all. rumors; .anotner mission 


© 





send tables wore constructe G, rooogniticn crews sont cut to nearby unite 


and finz iy como the bricfing--on Jam: 
and involves 2 vórtic^l onvolo pment of thc. 


The cocrz2tion vas collcd "Shingle! 
cnomy in a soctor behind tho constel 
The S-2!s cetinsbo of the enamy! s ea 





rv 20, tho EOh wos roody to take d fe 


tom of Anzio, 28 miles South of Rome, 
vorbilitics did not apocar enccuroging, 


to sey nothing of the fact that in spite of all efforts to mintain scerccy 
of the imending operation, it socned that every Italian Joc in Hops ond 


vicinity hod a least 2 vague idea of 


whet wees polug on. C snsoquonbly, there 


vas o ocrbtoin amount of "sv. cating" on the nart cf the paratroopers, for most 





folt ccrt^in that the Gcrmons, evare 


of the plons, : would be weiting on the De 


with upturned boyonots--2 situotion, thet to say thc losst, "would have been ` 
enberrossing, However, subscquent ovonts on the bedchhcad proved thet their 


fears werc unfounded, for thet parti 
lightly defenecd. and the Jump wculd 


Nevertheless, cn.the morning of 


iculrr sector of the tali ccast was 
s#ubobly havu gonc off without a hitch. 


Jamory 20, orders.weore reecived from: 


tho Fifth Amy te the cffcet thet the 50h woul not jum in the uc Shinglo" 
Y 


Op oration, but WO vid 





and boot loacine lists werc issucd to 


tho follovring morning found the 50h 


port of. an, worth of N 






Vac 
316835 





in on the beach 


ssszulb in IOf!s. Hovomont oxdors 
oll elements of tho Conb^t Term and: 
Loading cn boats at tho tiny fishing 


Tat ofPberü on the rogiment! s sall convoy of ICI!s svung out from the 


port to bocono part of the hugo nort: 
wid scc. The aftcrnoon v 
became impressca + vith tho magnitudo of 


both dircetions os fer ^s tho eye co 
the. sun submerged into Ehe sca, mon 
tho moerstione-on endl 088 string of 
course liko. tho ha nd of fate seross 


‘Down of the 225 found the 50), 
, they. Wore to latc r debar Die The sre wa 


Lead. 5Ol eroft, bub aside from this therc soomod to “be, am 


ibcund invosion floct that "strctchod in 
as quiet ond os 





shios ncving on. their prodcsignnted 
the soa, 


stonding out from tho bench upon vihich 
s an IST sinking off the port bow of the 
singly Little 






cvidonco of the enomy thet had been expcctoc--cvorytning scomu quic vs too 


quick: È 


2 


Reports ‘had been, received that 


the loudspeaker of v neighboring boat, Col. Tucker v 


Combat Tcam on Red Beach,. Immecicteh 


five WONGS. hod bein ie nach ian through 
s ordered to Land the 
y the 13 illeg shot contoined the meme 






bers of the. regime ant commonced to. moro co tho sh^rc,  Thoro wes no con“ 


fusions .cvcrytiing was prccocding with 


Tho lord boats wore. grindi ng into. the 


ogulsrit; and ordor of clockwork. 


Q 8 - Ale ro^óy tho roms hod slormed 





down into the unter and mon were’ splas hing their vay. toward tho shorca It 


was perfect, Tho eperabicn couldn!t 
that was locking to” make this a perf 


hove. gone moro smocthly, The only thing 
foct movio operetion was the nanye 


E si NE 





At thet preciso moment the tonse stillness ws shattered by a whining 
roar that left no doubt in.anyonc!s mind as to its source, Straight out of- 
the sun tho onomy plancs comc--bhoir machine guns blasting. Tor a few brief 
seconds the world became ono great kealcidoscone of raging sound, then the 
plones were gone and in the uctor where they hud passed over loy scverol 
boiling circlos where bombs had struck. One LCI, its nosc disgorging men, 
settled in the shallow wetcr, ‚Its oftor-soction wes o moss of twisted metal ^. 
end oily black smoke. Mon could be secn henging from the bits of twisted 
stecl, That had been LOT number 20--G Company's craft, 


The landing craft continucd to come, unload their noersonnci, and back 
out into the water, while the German dive bonbors returned agsin and again, 
The paratroopers ron doi m the ‘romps and jumped into the surf, Some went 
in to their Imccs, some to their waists, and some wont in over their heads 
end swam for the shorc. and all the while the German plancs continued to 
roar in from tho sun to bonb cnd strafe, The ship borne anti-aircraft units 
sont up a terrific barregc, but nobody in tho 50h was watching for hits-- 
thoy wore too busy, getting ashore and socking COVCle 


. ES IO er cys la ‘tor, the rogiment was crdercd to the right flank of tho 
beachhead where German clomonts had forecd the withdrawal of Third Divisim 
reconnaissence units in the vicinity of bridgcs mmber Two and number Five 
over the Mussolini Canet. 


; Near brid ige nuxbor Five, Lt, Col. W, Rs Williams, commanding the lst 
Battalion, ordered B Company to attack the Germans in the vicinity. icd 
en unsucecssful attempt to toke the bridge, a platoon of à Company was ` 
comittcd along with 2 platoc m of tanks. Four hours later, with tho UT of 
tanks and 57rm guns monnod by the 376, tho onomy was pushed across the cancl 
and bridge number Five was sccurcds 


In the vicinity of bridge munbcr Two, th. Col, La Ge Frooman, commanding 
the 3rd Battalion; | committed I Con pany to clear the scetor. The company was 
ambushed, however, and forcod to take up defensive positions, At ism of the 
htn, I Cor Many, now rcinforecá by a B of tanks and navel gunfirc from 
‘tho sea, countcr—ettacked frontelly while G and H Conpanios, brought, the i 
enomy under cross firc from the flanks, Two hours lsbcr the eneny, after 
suffering 69 killed, 25 woundcd, 33 prisoners "d tuo holftrecks knocked. out and 
one capturcd, was driven back to the other sico of the cancl. 50h casucltics 
were tro men killed, three wounded, and none mis Sing. , 


Following cays found the rogimont patrolling actively ond onsolidnting 
its line along the Mussolini Canal. It wog then decided to attack tho town 
of Borgo PLOVCs an importent road center that came to be knewn as the "spider 
beceusc of the five mein roads thet joined in the city, 


‘it 1330 on Januory 25, all three battalions. moved out in tho attack, 
Thc 18% Battalion attacked Sessa. mo, the 3rd Battalion Borgo Sabatino, and 
the end Battalion made the main drive for Borgo Piave, The 3rd Battalion 
attained its objective and pushed strong combat patrols to tho North and 
East supported by navel sunfirc, The Ist Battalion encountered stiff 
opposition and heavy cremy artillery firc; ns a small group of 
C Co mpany men did reach tho objective--5essanc,. The AER Battalion, supporte ` 
cd by a rolling berrage, rocched Borgo Pieve and D Company pushed 200 yards 
Rest of the town, However, the cneny . eounter=Dttac med with an armored 
force of about five tanks ond oight flak wagons and isolated D Compo ony from 
the remainder of the battelion, Upon crdor from tho Third Division, tho end 
Battalion withdraw to the Mussolini Canal leaving behind 2 strong combat 
outpost and soverol tonk-hunting tcams, D Company, oftor suffering heavy 
losses, subsequently infiltrated earn the cnemy's cncirclerent and re- 
geincd their om lines. 





D 


ig ^ result of these operations, the regiment had geined outpost posi- 
tions on the cthor side of the canal, but gencrelly speaking, had not ad- 
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vonood eny sppreciable Cistonéo--tho MIR still remaining clong the Tussslini 





after a wock of holding ond attacking along n front extending from 
bridge number live south to tho sco, the 50h was rolieved in this sector by 
the 179th Infantry. The 3rd Babtt..Jicn wos atte cd E tho first Axworcd 
Division and sont to the northern (Britis f k of the boe^chhood, while 
the remainder cf the Corbet Toom was sent ‚ Korth oF o minder Five to || 
participate in an attack scheduled to take place i Thira Division soctor, 













The 3rd Battalicn, after. soveml' ake in Pescrve with the First armor- 
cd Division, was committed vith who Prit First (Guercs) Division in tho 
Garreecto scetor, German srbticlory f pants arcs, wes unusuolly intcnse 
and it was hero that the encay Lavnch od i rivo to push tho besch- 
‘head into the sco. dfter ono cf t swt Mery Dei ‘Tragos ever CX 
poricnecd by 50h men, the Cormens steck i corly hours cf. 
Fcbruory 5, Wie On suecassive British units Wor off from the 
rd Battclicn, which uas fercod to withorow to the famous "factory!" in 
Mussclinits uondor-town of Aprillne Enery r^ilrood p ond dive bombers 

















. thon emeentreted thoir efforbs on the ora Battalion garrison, The parer 
. trcopcrs suffovod ‘severe cosunlties, cud! by $he timc onomy infantry moved 


in, the compenios hac buen roducod in strength to between 20 and 30 mon, 

Fierce hanc-tc-hond fighting onsucd, in which the p*rotrocpors by shocr 
dctormination and courege, vore cble to repel rencotod German onsloughts, 
Rother than remain in the axposcd positio ons in which thoy now founc inne 
sclvos, they withdrew to a Air uniorprss Scyorol lundred yorós behind 
tho: "factory" and cstoblishod defensive positions. H Company vas ordered 
to attack and sttompt tho rcscuc of a British general who had been cnpturcó, 
After bloody fighting, thoy fep ur gonorol, only tc find thomsclves 
cut off fron friondly forces. I Compeny vos then ordcred to etbrck ond | 
make conboci with H Companys Tho 16 mon romoining in tho œrpany corricd 
cub this mission successfully and a semblance of crdcr vas restored to this 
soctor--tho backbono cf the Gormon otbeck hed been broken. It was for this 
cutstand ng performence in tho period. 8-12 Februcry,.thet tho 3rd Bott: lion 
was given ono cf. the first Prosidontial Citetions in thc European Theatcr of 
Opcrations. 








The romrinder cf the Combat Toan, no amwhilo, hse been engagee in heavy 
fighting in tho Third Division scctor, On P Jenunry 30, tho lst and 2nd 
Battalions jurpod off in on si thet wes to toke them to tho Cisterna 
River. Tho lst Bottelicn led the vay and ue a only light resistance 
as they passcd ua the German outras? f aftor, however, as 






















they noarcd their first bridge CULO ni Canel, they were 
engaged by strong eneny. | posa OQ YCSCIVC riy committed ond the 
onony Criven back neross the strot first bloving the bridgo behind him and 


thus. seving the porstrosners tho trouble 


While the Ist Battelicn was consolidating its gains, tho end Battalion 
advenecd along the left flank of the lst Batt alion and under sinilar 

Giréuristancos, were engrged by tho cucmy in tho vicinity ct a bri icgo farther 
upstroom.. Here sesin, tho cnomy wes forced to retreat across the eonel after 
blowing the bridge behind them, Tho 2nd Battalion continued to sterck to tno 
north cn tho-hocls of the retreating Gormans, yne preecedcd to blar another 
bridgc--this timo it was the bridge crossing tho Cisterna River. The loss 
of this bridge donicd the ps ratroomers 2 my farthor support from friendly 
tanks, a factor which couscd the ena Datbelion to halt its advance and dig 


in'on the far side of tho rivore. 


I 





Much cnony metorial in tho form "a halftrceks, 75m howitsers, small 
arms, i and vchiolos wes cither copbur: ori streyed in this attack, Eighty 
priscnors werc tekon vith very heavy ensuck tics inflicted upon the encny. 
SOl losses were comperctively Light. 
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For thc remainder of thoir cig QN rock stay on the. inzio beachhead 

: 50h ze n. found thousclvos confrontod with n defensive situct tion, rather the 
offensive for which they had. been wees With the ee of tho first 
week of fighting on the beachhead, no apprecisble acvenee wes made by our 
forces, It was strictly trc ncb-trpo marfero chore. ae of the First 
World War, For tho fi rst timo, 504 ncn were digging dugouts and Living 
‘in them for vocks at a time; barbed wire entongl omonbs and nino ficlds in. 
unusual depth covered : all arons where tho oneuy misht conceivably treads 

alternate positions vere prepared for any eventuality end there were tines 
when such an @ventuality did not sccm too ramote. ii in oll, this was nct 
the type of combat for which the 50h vas psycheiogieolur PEDEM In fact, 
it was obsolutoly contra cy to tho vor thet poroorcopers hoc always been ` 
‘tought to fight, end so it W ns ith sot nothing moro than the usual cn- 
thusiasm thet the ren of the 50) reecived`the order to embark from anzio 
on larch 23, fe r the trip to Nope so 


4s tho LS Tis loaded with parstremers got under way, the Germans were 

, dropping shel aH into the harbor; as though in sono final frantic gesture 

to keep the 50h from lewing; like a murdoror!s last steb b at his cxccutionere 
This had. been a costly conpcign for the 50l--But ten times as costly for : 
the enemy, During the sight- Teck } period, 120 parstrooners wore killed, 

110 wouncod, and 60 missing in eti on. Many lessons had becn lezrmed ^t . 
Anzio, : and mony mon hoc been lost Se It was a good place te bic fcrorell. 


after one uneventful night on the we ins the small convoy turnod in 
towerd the coast ond bofcro long the port cf Pozzuoli, fron which the 
rogimont had sailod on tho mission te. ‘meio, hove into sight. The big 
LSfts nudged their noscs up to the beach, creppod their romps, and the 
alroody entrucked trocos re ileó cub ento land agrin, 


Bagnoli, tho bivourc ares, tras but fiftocn minutes from the heart of 
Noplos by vey of the local reilway system and was the site of the projectcc 
ns ^n orta ts Foir, - Mony finc buildings, stetues, and other architceturel 

‘footures typical cf this t; ype of oxhibition wer ^O in evidence. The 50h was 
quartered in the medern, and only roccntly const no. Ttolien University ; 
for the education of Ethiopian students, The buildings of tho university -. 
wore spa acicus md an cxeclient cxemple of med i 





cm Ite. nio n dcosigninge 


Once fimuy ensecnecdintheir ausrters at the university, the regiment 
foll into a doily routine which for the mst pert, e En ‘ted of very light 
troining, turning in SPORE nd te king off for iianlos at cvory 
opportunity, General Ci: mee Wired the rc Crue ot a corcmony held in. 
honor of. the 3rd Batte i presc nt : Freeman, the boettalion 
commander, with a Prosicontiol Unit Gi iion for the Dobtali: on!s outstend- 
ing porformcnoc at Carrocote. l N. 














It had been genero ly. assured. Shot the 504 would leave Italy End sail 
to England to rejoin the 82nd sirbome Division; howcvor, up until the last 
moment the. hcocful rumor that tho rog inent was on tho way back to tho States 
could still bo heart, On april 10, 191, ili, the Corbat Toom moved by trein 
into Naples where tacy alinhtce at Geribolci Stati on, marched down tac p 
Unberto to thc water front, mo boarded the Ce poto Castionee. large Briti 
ship of stroanlinod ppoar^noe., 

Tho following morning Sol mon amcke to fool the throb of tho hip's 
engincs bencath them and with tho knowledge that Itely now obscured by. &. 
mist a. hung assinst the horizen its p aS; hee romonts of sorrow and 
hoppiness, had become ancther cheptor in tho bist of courage of the SOhth 

TETUR Infontry. v. s 















Ce THE SOSTH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 


1. After mony verious plans had been mado to jump the Combat Team, 
first near tho VOLTURNO River, thon on ROME, a final mission ves received 
. 141500B Sopt., 1943. This moon ES plonned and cxceuted involved jump- 
ing on the night of Sopt. Uy and 15 behind the linos of friendly trocps, 
the VI Corps, then engaged to the North and East of PAESTUM, Italy. Im 
describing. this operation in su a paragrephs tho following points 
will bo discusscd: 


-—— 


he Plans and cperetion of 505 Gorbat Tem 


B. 


S] 
. 


Orgcniza en of a Pathfinder Group 


b. Equipment of Pathfinder Group 
©, Flens for e op loyront ef persemel and cauipnent 
Ge Actual execution of plen 

i e. ae cct Pee Ve 


2. Plans ond coorition of 505 Gexistt Tenn 


: Fortunately 1 the Corbst fom am buen on eir alert stotus for a 
scvon.(7) dey poricd and all the paysSieti Inber that romained te be done 
pricr to teking off was to Lond utulunstet bundles, which werc olroacy 
packed, and Grew nerecnnel chubene Pene «ssignmonte and take off aire 
dromes had provicusly ben dosi; Pona N hosovor, 2 timo schedule rémaincd 
to bo worked out. It wes decid did t to take of? and jump accerding to the 
-folloving plan: es ; : 











UNIT ` AIRPLANES DEPARTURE AIRDROME ^ DEPARTURE 
‚Pathfinder Group 3 AGRIGENTO - . 2100 =: 
3ra Bu 36 CASTELVETRANO . 2130 
Hg Co 505 OT . 9 CASTELVETRANO 2145 
Cc "Bl, 307 Ener Bn 9 BARIZZO : 2130 
2nd En 36 CO! ISO 21h5 
lst Dn 36 B..RI220 2200 . ! 

Drop times wcrc |n general to follow sano scqucnec os units arc listed 

above. It was realized : et the time that cnsidc crabic difficulty would 

arise in repr: supine plancs following the jumo cf the Solth C? tho ni ight 
bofore, 


Bn, and seperate unit cominndors Wero ssonble at 1600 hre, given tho. 
situation and plon to be executed. Tho DZ located just N cf the 
SOLOFRONE River (S 785699) was to be marked by a "T" of white lights, The 
horigontal line was to reprosont the "Qc linee. - 


Units wort to zaserbie as follows: 


ul Center cf lights 
3rd En ‘ H edge of DZ cn rcd florc 
‘Ha Co > ; NW cdgo of DZ ; 
2nd Bn : S cdge cf DZ cn Dereon fiorc. 
Inginecrs È S edge of. DZ 
ist Bn SW cogo of DZ on hito flashe 
‘ light 
RESULTS Or THE OP BRATION: ; 
UNIT © € DEPARTURE TIENE ` DROP TIHE PENES MISSING .. 
Pethfindor Group 2100. OS 
. 3rd Bn 2210 : 0110 h 
- Hq Co i 2210 . LII . 0120 È 
Co "B", 367 Engr Bn 2330 `. olho O 
TN 





MÀ M" 








Cont, RESULTS OF THE OPERATION 





UNIT |. DEP..RTURB TIME DROP TIME PL.NES MISSING 
?nd Bn RE Ee 2320 0130 0 
lst Bn 0100 0255 2 
^ Jumping sbitude: 600 - 900 fect 
Moonlight — : 3/h Hoon ; 
Courso * Just inside N const of Sicily, passed imc ata N 


= MT ETNA, then NE to coast of Ttaly, then N along 
oastline to point a SOLO-FRONE River, then 
È to DZ, 


As & unit the eT 2 cared ond jumped without incident, The Bn. jump 
.pattcrns were o5 dronely small and with exceptions as noted, all personnel 
and equipment were assembled in a remarkably short period of time (No Bn. 
taking more than 60 minutos to asscnble). Jump casusltics wore extremely 
light, Of tho scvon (7) missing plenes four ( (y had turned back cue to 
foulty navigation, tuo (2) never got off the ground, and one (1) dropped 
its load near EBOLI, This plane load later joined the CT in ‚N. PLES on 
Oct Le af i i 


The usc of radar equipment was definitely proven as most successful, a 
more deteiled description follows: . paia “a 


LI 
D 


The marking of tho DZ was setisfoctory from the stancpcint of results 
achieved and the situation of jumping behind cur own lines, itis | 
“believed, however, that under normal clreumstances Krypton Lights or 

` aldis Lamps would be moro practical from the security vicwpoint. Smoke 
Pots as uscd consisted of gasoline and sand, and throw off a con- 
sidcrable flame, i 


‘Plane recognition was ‘accomplished with imber Lights on the underside 
of the wings, "Tho lights wore casily visible from tho ground, Plane for 
mations flew diroctly cver friendly ships in harbor at PAESTUM, and also ` 
‘over shore instellaticns. | Provicas instructions to shore and naval gun 
, crows hac been given - not to fire on transport aircraft, Theme instruct- 
“ions with tho additional sid of inber Recognition Lights. were most ne- 
ecssary and no doubt holncà prevent a reoceurrence of the disaster; which 
mot tho ?nd Lift in the SICiLLN Operation two (2) months previous, 


'Tho use of flaros by tho 2nd and 3rd Bn!s, for a ssombling off the DZ. 
was most instrumental in the rapid assembly of their personnel, however, 
it is bolieved that ton (10) to twelve (12) flarcs aro cxecssive and 
should be reduced to two (2) ct a moximun, Furthermore, if plane loads arc 
sufficiently close to DZ, Acorp lolo assembly by use of flash light is pre= 
forred. We later found that our ground signals were easily visible to 
cnemy. observation fiftecn (15) to twonty (20) miles away where enemy gun 
installations were reported in er at tho timc ` 


DI 


. 


3. B Do nization of a Pathfinder Group 

P ay Whon and Where Oreantace: One week Briss to combat. 
jum at AGRIGENTO, Sicily. 

(2) Porsonnol: Lt, Col, Billingslca and two (2) radar com 
(Sec para e below for Organiartion) 

(3) Training: ^ 
(2) Erge proportion of personnel. i.c.,’ Same Redar 
Operators had made a previous tost of equipment in a 
, practiac operation (302100B Aug., 113) at ENFIDAVILIE, 
N Africo (Known as SNOWBALIN), In this operation the 
two (2) sots.of radar were both ‘ready for. operation: 
within five (5) min, after drop timo, 


si BON ae 
: D: 





(pb) One (1) wock at AGRIGENTO wes spent with further 
familiarizing teans with equipment: nomenclature, 
operation and method of wearing samc, Mon actually 
became proficiont at setting up cquinment blindfolded 
in a few minutos. l f 
(c) Lt. Col, Billinssloa eccomponicd 50h CT for their. 
jump tho night previous, i 


b. EQUIPMENT OF PATHFINDER GIO UP 


(1) 2 sets,of recor oquipmont, ooch consisted of four (h) 
parts: 
(2) Btry 12 Vot, wet ccll 
(b) Power Converter i 
(c) Rocoivor and tronsmittor group with dotonetor 
dcvicc, l 


(d) aerial 


E 


Bach sch weighed about 51 lbs fittcd into 2 om 
pact container known as a log peck, jumpec cn one 
man. Tyo (2) men were required to work oceh sct; 
onc (1) to ju with cquivment, onc the ether te 

assist in scttine un ond provide a’ scfoty freter 

for iperebion, Both men know how to operate the 

equipment «cll, 


(2): Ono (1) benecn or radio compass device wes packed in an 


i-5 Containér together with ono (1) Aldis Lamp The oripinsl idea was te 
check the boneon and the radar, ono against the other, and test the usc- 
fulness of the lights, it tho lest minute tho above container and contents 
were loft behind simo the 509th Precht Bn. was executing 2 œrbat jwp tho 
some night using 2 beacon and interference wes probs ble, 


(3) Twclvo (12) Flesh lights, Geornmont Issuce 
3 


PLANS FOR: ENPLOVI TINI, OF PE RSO) NEL AND EQUIPMENT. 


E 
d Plencs to be los God as foi» SISI i PA T . 


“ 


First Plone: È Piloto b Lt, Col, SEGA - Jump líaster doi, 


evin’ ne 
Lt Koner, with onc 1) rager sct to be Sit into opcra ich 
, ] P 
immodictoly 


"De, Col. Billings Han, «ith onc.(1) SCR 536 to notify planc 





Ne, 2 in esse of secidont, 
Cpl Houston, to. assist Lt Konz ; 


Cpl Fitz ven ld, with toom of two (2) mon equipped with flesh 


lights tugmont DZ morkings if necessary 
Two (2) rifle mon from.307 Engr Bn ts provide security 


Pe v e Beek? ; 
.Sccond Plane: Pilot unknown - Jump master, 2590s ^ fuleohy 


With SCH xd to provide communication with planc Nc, 1 
Cpl Huth, with ono (1) rader sct to be ready for operation 


‘pending mishap. to team in plane No, .l 


"Cpl od, he assist Cpl Huth 
"i Same light and security tems ss Pleno No, L 


‘ Third Plano: Piloted by Maj Brown - Jump master Captain 


Nerton Capt Wight 


Tt Cöcherider, in charge of Light crows 


(Gross to Sssomblo on cóntor cf DZ or center of "TM of 
lights). 
Same light and sceurity teams zs plane No, l. 


x 


we BQ se” 





d. ACTUAL EXECUTION OF PLINS< 


. This Pathfinder group leaded at AGRIGENTO, Sicily at 2100 hr, 

after a brief conferenec concerning the DZ location anc. a final review l 
of cach mans job, . It was ovident ct thc timo that the navigation of tho 
lead plane would largely govorn tho results of tho Pethfinder work, Our 
plancs flow in a closc "V! formation st an altitude from 6000 to 7000 ft, 
from AGRIGENTO along a prescribed course until a fow mil s off tho coast: 
of Italy. We crossed the coastline at about 1000 ft, and jumped at 700 
ft, There wasn't any wind, Tho chutos came straight down near the center 
of the DZ. Groups assorbled as planned without difficulty and without 

asul tý., In threo (3) minutes Lt Konor!s rader sot was in operaticne 
Cpl Huth (standing by) had his sct ready fer cporatione The flash lights 
were not necdod as tho gasoline sand fire signals were cporating in.good 
crdor, l ' 


e. RESULTS ACHIZVED: 


Frén observation from the DZ and from later conversation with 
pilots and men, tho rader wos tho chicf reason for such a succcssful jump, 
and withcut a doubt it was the most succossful jump the 505 CT hes ever 
made, In numerius coses Squadrons ond groups eppreached from verici 
dircetions further indicating that the racer was instrumental in their 
locating the DZ, In almost cvery instance, however, the formtion of 
plmes split the DZ and dropped their loads within 500 yds, cf its center. 


I would further like tc emphasize that only the ability cf the 
load pilot of the Pathfinder Planos to hit the DZ plus tho cfficiont 
operation of radar made possible such a successful jump. i 


/s/t/ JOHN NORTON 
Captain, Infantry 


9-3 








PART TII ITALY 


Section 6, Unit Reports, 


-505th Parachute Infantry Report 


SUC 


ari 


2ND BN, 505 INF, COMBAT REPORT 
Ei 
‘October hy 1943 


The and battalion was alerted at 0650 hour on October Ko i943, end at 0930 
hour all: of the details were received from higher headquarters, The movement 
order was issáod at 0845 hour and at 1000 hour the battalion moved north from 
its present bivouac arca, st a point opposite the Naples airport the battalion 
entrucked on-30 British lorries at 1130 hour. «bt 1315 hour the battalion de- 
trucked 1000 yards west of GIUGLIANO IN CAEPANI,. and moved by foot 13 miles 

west into a forward assembly area. ^D Company mounted British tanks and the bal- 
ance of the battalion moved out on foot st 1450 hour. 


. The battalion continued the march toward Villa Liturno until 2030 hour when ' 
a CP was sot up in farm house on south edge of Villa Liturno, F Company sent 
one platoon at. 2045 hour to secure bridge at the sanal, and also a road block to 
the east and west of the village. These patrols made first contact with the: 
enemy at 2116 hour in village square, but after firing several thousand rounds of 
automatic small arms fire the enemy withdrew to the north and F Company continued 
on mission.’ E Company bypassed tho village and moved into defensive position on ^ 
north edge, Harrassing cnemy small arms fire continued through most of ' the night. 
During. ‘the en D- Semper returned: to battalion enge 


october 5; 1943 


At 0530 bita don centima attack; D, E, and F were Va siis North of VILLA 
LATERNO; D Company made contact, They continued attack but were held up after ^ 
300 yards by. strong enemy forces. to the loft of Street. E Company was committed 
on left flank, cleaned up situation and suffered light casualties from humerous’ ^ 
booby traps placed in epon fields and around buildings, and Advance continued to 
bridge which was reached at 0830 hour. One section of a three section bridge was 
blown ih spite of stubborn resistance from the platoon of F Company which had the 
previous night been: given the mission to seize the bridge, The platoon did pre- 
vent.the enemy from completely destroying the remaining two sections of the 
bridge. l 


With E on the P D on the left, and FO in reserve bs battalion sahen 
aggressively forward never losing contact with the enemy and at 1000 hour, the 
canal was reached where! orders from higher command | stopped. our nn Battalion 
movod into défensive position, : 


dt ‘1830 hour: platoons from D, È, and F companies were sent on patrol to re- 
connoiter routes to the river, possible river crossings and any enemy information. 
Patrols roported to Battalion CP. 


 , East patrol reported route e; river approximately 25 yards wide, depth 
unknown Bud cast to UE They encountered small oe E. (SHY s 


Center patrol was- unable to reach river due to enemy üáotivity. 


gg 








West patrol reported route passable, river approximtely 60 yards wide, 
depth unknown, and difficult to bridge. They also encountered small groups of the 
enamy. — T ' ; - i 


October 6, 1943 


At 0230 hour another platoon patrol from F Company was sent out to capture 
prisoners but returned at 0530 hour after being unable to contact enemy. 


it 0900 hour a platoon from F Comany was sent into arnone to seize and se- 
cure the village and with the i of artillery fire they encountered no 
enamy resistance. È 


At 1130 hour the balance of F Company plus the 8lmm mortar plubooh was' ordered 
into the village. 


ht 1430 hour the lst platoon of E Company was committed north along railroad 
to protect F Company's left flank. 


‚At 1530 hour a very heavy enemy artillery concentration began to fall on 
ARNONE and at 1540 hour F Company reported the enemy counter-attacking. Prisoners 
later volunteered information that one company was towattack the village from the 
west and they were to, be reinforced 3 a battalion which was to cross the river. 


The balance of E Company was comi ud north along TE at 1540 hour, at 
1600 hour the lst platoon of E Company hit tho 'ansiy 8. right flank along the rail- 
road tracks in the vicinity of the railway station and at the same time the platoon 
of F Company covering the companys! withdrawal struck back at the enemy crossing 
the river.: Our artillery opened up ell along the river and the. enemy was stopped | 
in his tracks, By 1700 hour È and F Companies: had withdrawn to road running east | 
and west „2000 yards. south of ARNONE and a defensive position established. 


it 1847 hour 4 Conpany of the ist’ battalion moved into E Company! former. ` 
position on the canal, 


Outposts were stasi and with the E E of harassing enemy ee fire 
the night was quiet, 


October 7, 1943 


At 0957 hour E oa reported an enemy patrol crossing the river on the rex. 
mains of the railroad bridge but our artillery stopped any further action on the 
enemy! s part, During the déy our patrols were active a the river and no enemy 
wero encountered, 


it 2130 hour the battalion was relieved by the 46th British Division and the 
battalion moved into bivouac 3/4 of a mile to the east of Villa Liturno. The night 
was quiet. l 


October 8, 1943 
at 0630 hour the battalion entrucked on British lorries and returned to the 


City of Neples, The convoy arrived at 0950 hour, Tho belance of thé day was 
spent cleaning equipment. ; : 
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YORK, N i 


|. 11 October 1943 


Subject: Combat action First Battalion October 49, 1943 Inclusive, 


To 


$-3, 505 Parachute Infantry. 


l. Following aro the accounts of activities of lst Bn. during the above 
mentioned period. di 


at 0900 hour ths En. moved by foct to Capuceini Airdrome in preparation 
for movement by motor to the vicinity of Villa Litorno where tho 2nd Bn. had 
relieved a Bn, of the 143r4 Inf, Thu effort was toward the Volturno River 


along the Villa Literno-.rnone highway and tho lst Bn. was ia regimental. re- 
serve, 
at 0600 Oct. 5 the Bn; moved cut.and at 0830 reached Villa Literno sot 


up tho Bn. GP in the eastern ouvstirts of town SR up a defense straddling 
«the road north just out of town about 200 yards. «ll day tho Bn, received 
artillery fire, three casualties resulted, none fatal. 

at 1700 hour En, moved forward again and sot up a defense to cover rear 
and flanks of the 2nd Bn. Center of the defense was RJ 09706, right flank 
067700, left flank 032691. Bn, CP 4n.a farmhouse Mens On the way to this 
position two casualties rosultod iron trip viros 

Oct. 6-O0800 hour Capt, Sayer was seriously wounded by an "S" mine, 

"C" Co, petrols, c jd of cne pletoon, left carly to reconnoiter 
‚the coast road south of e Volturno, the town itself and the area between 
the Villa Literno rione "LG win const road, Mo enemy was contected ex- 
cept for a few snipers | I 














ei istlevoiturno. Both b oridges cver canal immediately 
south of Castlevolturio voro blown, at 2000 hour "a! Co, attached to 2nd 
Bn. and moved out to jcin them £t approximately 053717. 

Oct, 7-Two patrols were sent to roconnciter cs follows- one to reconnciter 
Grazzanise and the main roads between our own positions and Grazzaniss, ‘The 
other to reccnnoiter Castiovolturno and tho area between our own positions and 
Castlovolturno,. Patrol that wont to Grazzanise reported on air field with 
wrecked planes at 075745. In Grazzanise British Recenn units were contacted. 

i German patrol was encountered at La Socia. a short fire fight onsued, two 
Germans killed, “he cther patrol reported heevy shelling of Castelvolturno but: 
no other enemy activities. Civilians report North bank of Volturno River hosvil 
mined, l i 


Continuous patrolling by "B" Co. during the night protected both flanks 
of tho 2nd Bn. on Sept. 7-8, Sept. 8 the Bni was relioved at 2030 hours by 
British, Bn, marched to Villa Literno, bivounekod Hast South ast of there 
about 600 yards until 0630 hours when the En. departed in trucks for Naples. 
arrived in Naplos epproximately 1000 hours. 


4 


. /8/%/ DLE Er ROYSDON 
| Capt. 505 INF. 
2 








HEADQUARTERS THIRD BATTALION 
SO5TH PARACHUTE INZaNTRY 
APO. 1,69 
31 October 1943 


BaTTALTON HISTORICAL RECORD 
OCTOBER 1943 


On October Ist, 1943 th tind Batt 


talion left forward assembly area at 
Torre-Del Annunziata ab Que eure aboard Eritish motor lorries and moved Nort} 
toward Naples, on ini mor TM iE. belinud the 7th Armored Corps, reconnaissance 





units, At a temporary z soerbiy aren av Portici this battalion (less "I" 
Company) was given the mission at 1200 hour of escorting the Fifth iray 
Couzander into the city c? Napies. The battalion was employed as follows: 
One (1) platoon of "G" Company assigned as «ray Commander's personal guard, 
balance of battalion to fellow in convoy to the first stopping point, Piazzi 
Garibaldi, and deploy immediately around perimeter of square as a civilian 
mob control cordon. Oe 

‚The above mission was expedited on schedule and elicited the army 
Commander's commendatione 


The battalion C. P. was Pe on Northwest Island of Piazzi Gari- 
baldi, The battalion (less "I" Company attached to the Scottish Grays. of the 
lOth armored Corps in the vicinity of SanGiorgio, Southeast of Naples) was 
then dispatched to patrol previously assigned area of responsibility, this 
being accomplished by 1600 hour. "I Company was relieved of assignment and 
closed the battalion area at 0330 hour 2 October 1943. 

One platoon of "H' Company and ono (1) section of Simm mortar platoon 
was with-held fro» patrols and assigned a mission by the Battalion Commander; 
S-3 report conzerning this mission quoted herewith: (other than stated hereir 
"no contact was made with tie enemy), i 


(1) Following is the account of the action of Third Platoon Company 
NH", on an.assigaec mission to secure à reservoir that DS the water for 
the city of Napoli, 


At 1400 hours October lst, Major Krause ordered Lt, Ziegler to take 
a platoon of mon and accompany him cn a mission to secure a water re- 
servoir that was alleged to be in German hands, The platoon with the 
.Mortar platoon cf Huadauarters Company attached, moved from tho Railway 
station at 1400 hours, "With the aid of a civilian guide they arrived l 
‘on trucks at 213509. The men dotrucked and Major Krause gave Lt. Ziegler 
the order to take his men- to 212515 and determine if there were\any 
Germans in the area, It was found that the Germans.'nad left after blow- 
ing up the reservoir, 
án investigation by Major Krause disclosed another important re- 
servoir in the noarby vicinity that was also alleged to be in German han: 
Major Krause then ordered Li, Ziegler to take nis platoon and investigate 
. reservoir and prevent its destruction if it were' possible. The platoon 
moved out at 1525 hours, They arrived at 193518 at 1630 hours. It. 
Ziogler took a six man patrol and moved to 197518. The reservoir was 
found to be intact and civilians stated the Germans had left a few hours 
earlier. . The reservoir was left. guarded and the reminder of the platoor 
was assembled at 193518, at 1800 hours a civilian reported that the Ger- 








nans had prepared a bridgo for dorelitions, and wore returning to blow 
it that night. Lt. Zioglor took four ron and with tho civilian as a 
guide went to investigate tho Bridge. Unen arrival there ho found the 
charges, He arranzod fcr s gvard at tho Bridge all night, and roturnod 
to his platoon 0. P. At 022800 the 7th Arcorod Force arrived and tho 
demolition charges vero rovoved. Ute Zioglor with tuo sen as scouts 
moved out ahead of the British Reconmisganco unit and at 196551 cano 
in contact with a Gorman lark IV tantee The tank fired a fov bursts with 
its Machine Guns anc dopartod. Noithor scouts cr tho officer voro 
arnod by the skots» Lt. Zieglor stayed with the Reconnaissance unit 
until ho returned to his se iwany arca at 021400, 
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PART IV ~ DISTRIBUTION 
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JORLD WAR IT CASUALTISS 
DECORATIONS, CITATIONS 
‘ (Also miscollancous information) 


TITLE 
DAYS IN COMBAT 
CASUALTIES 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
CITATIONS 
ae NETHERLANDS CITATION 
be. BELGIUM CITATION 
COMMAND AND STAFF 
ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS 


COMMAND POST LOCATIONS 








SECTION I 


SUMMARY OF DAYS IN COMBAT AREAS 


(Note: 


Tne term "front line pos- 


itions" is used below as any per- 
iod of time in which à regimental 
combat team or larger group of the 
Division, whether or not detach- 
ed from the Division, was in di- 
rect contact with enemy troops.) 


OPERATION 


SICILY (HUSKY 
(1) 10-14 July !43 
15-16 July 153 
17-24 July 143. 


(a) 25 July - 19 Aug. '43 


Sub-Totals 


ITALY 


Naples-Foggie (Avalanche) 
(Giant) 
Rome-Arno (Shingle) 
(2) 14-18 Sept. 143 
(3) 16-25 Sept. '43 
(4) 18-24 Sept. !43 
.(5) 25 Sept. - 2 Oct. '43 
(6) A-7 Oct. 143 
(7) 27 Oct. - 25 Nov. '43 
(8) 6 Dec, '43 - l Jan. !44& 
(9) 22 Jan. ~ 23 March !44 
(10) (b) 3 Oct. - 19 Nov. '43 


Net Sub-lotals 


NORMANDY (NEPTUNE) 

6 June = 8 July !44 
. Gell July !44 
12-13 July '44 


Sub-Totals 


FRONT LINE CORPS ARMY 
POSITIONS _ RESERVE RESERVE 
5 
2 
8 
26 
(13) (2) (26) 
5 
10 
7 
7 
A 
30 
27 
62 
(net) 21 
(142) (21) 
33 
3 2 
(33) (3) (2) 





TOTAL 


Al 


(41) 


163 


(163) 


38 


(38) 





OPERA TION FRONT LINE CORPS ARHY TOTAL | 











POSITIONS RESERVE SERVE 
HOLLAND (MARKE 58 
(Rhineland) 
17 Sept. - 15 Nov. '44 58 
ARDENNES | | | | 65 
18/Dóoc. 'AÀ4 2:11 Jan 145 25 
12-27 Jan. '45 16 
28 Jane - 4 Fob. !45 8 
5 Pebe 5. . 1 
6-18 Feb. 145 15 
Sub-Totala ; (46) TE ©. (63) 
CENTRAL EUROPE — ^7 SP 59 
4-16 April 1450 ` 2 15 
(c) 17-25 April '!45° PRE 9 
26-27 April '45 7 2 
28 April ~.8 May !45 li 
(d) 9 May ~-1 June 145 24 
Sub-Totala ` T (24) (33) (2) (59) 
GRAD TOTALS 216 55 51 422 





TOTAL DAYS IN COMBAT AREA = BY YEAR: 
1945 ~~ 141 
1944 -—.175 
1945 ~~. 108 
TOTAL ep a 


TOTAL DAYS IN COLBAT AREA AS A RESULT OF 





AIRBORNE DSPLOYERNT ' GROUND DEPLOYMERT 
SICILY Al ITALY 143 
ITALY 20 . ARDENNES . 63 
KORRANDY 38 . co CBETRAL | 
BOLLA ED 58 EUROPE 59 
TOTAL 57 2 TOTAL, | 565 


27103 a 





NOTES 


(1) - 


(2) — 504, 505 Preht RCTs 


505, 504 Preht RCTs 


(3) == 325 Gli ROT 

(4) -- Div on right flank of Fifth Army 
(5) -- Div on Sorrento Ridge and Naples Plain 
(6) + 505 Preht ROT on Volturno River. 

(7) -- 504 Prcht ROT in Icernis Scotor. 

(8) ---504 Preht RCT in Vemfro Sector. 

(9) ---504 Proht RCT on Anzio Beachhend., 


(10) =- Het, does not include periods 4-7 Oct !43 or 27 Oct. + 25 
Nove 143 


(a) =- Aloo occupationil duty in Yostern Sicily. 


(b) -- Alco cocupational duty in Faples. Does not include pore 
iodoa 504 Precht ROT was in Corps or Army roserve after 
Div proper loft Italy. 


(c) +—- Also occupational duty in Cologne, Germany, arene 


(d) == Also cceupational duty in Ludwigslust, Gormny, areas 


"On the first day of the year of final victory in 
Europe, the Battalion was relieved of tho attachment to VII 
Corps, 5d Armored Division, and attached to XVIII Corps 
(Airborne), 82d Airborne Division: These were truly fighting 
mon. A squad of the 62d Airborne Division will take ona 
company of the German Army, an 82d Airborne Division Company 
will take on a German Battalion, and to assign any unit of 
the 82d Airborne Division an objective is to know that the 
objective will be taken and held." (Excerpt from "Victory 
T°, the unit history of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion) 








SECTION 2 


CASUALTIES 


a» Avorago casualty rato: The 62d Airborne Division occupied front lino 
positions for a total of 316 days and suffered a total of 19,586 casualties of 
all typos, an average of 61,98 casvaltios for cach day, on tho basis of com 
putations made 28 May 1945, 


(1) An avorago of 4.85 men were missing in action, cach day. 
(2) An avorago of 39.88 men were wounded each day. 
(3) An avorago of 8.8 mon woro injured cach dayo 


(4) An avorage of 8.43 mon wore killed in action or died of wounds 
cach day. 


* * * 


b. Casvalties by campaign: Figures available as of 25 October 1945 show 
that only 106 individuals of the 82d Airborne Division are still listed as 
"Missing in Action", all others listed earlier as "Missing" having been libera 
ted from prison camps or legally declared dead. A tabulation of casualties on 
this basis, however, would not present a true picture of the Division's status 
during the particular campaign, and two sets of computations therefore are 
given below. ^ È 


CAMPA IGN MISSING WOUNDED IN INJURED IN KILLED IN ACTION 
al l IN. -| ACTION. © ACTION DIED OF WOUNDS 
ACTION . Not Rtd "Not Rtd 
Rta Rid 


o *9 SICILY 48 . 474 336 CHR XR 197 
^^ ITALY B Es iMo 799 x x 509 
LX. NORMANDY 661 2575 1554 70b ^ 500 1142 
| * HOLLAND 622 1796 821 327 196 535 
7. #HARDENNES & | 
sy RHINELAND 101, 2075 1056 609 364 440 
V*OENTRAL ; 7 
EUROPE 20 168 24 49 51 42 
TOTALS 1535 8024 4580 1689 1093 2665 
` 12,604 2, 782 | 


SP So RS ——= 
. © —- Corrected to 12° December 1944 
L “* a Corrected to 28 May 1945 "7 
x == Figures not kept for these campa igns 
. Not Rtd ~- Did not return to Division 
`. Rta — Returned to Division E 























Computations corrected on the basis of official reports received to 25 


October 19453.. 


CAMPAIGN ` . . MISSING IN ACTION KILLED IN ACTION 


TI ———ÓÀ— —— we 


CR 


ky i i i DIED OF WOUNDS 








aamen ____————_———ÈmÉnu—t—t@m—r_mm@m‘"»tp_tt@ 











SICILY © R a 206 
ITALY 2 | 327 
NORMANDY Ä 0 1,282 
HOLLAND . 80. | 658 
ARDENNES & 
RHINELAND 0T | . 670 
CENTRAL 
EUROPE 5 5 
-e MEI re rg 5228 
i 

* * de 





On the last day of its:last campaign the G2d Airborne Division liberated 
five of its soldiers who had been captured in Sicily and later had been “hired 


out" to German farmers as farm hands. 


* * * 


a 





ce Casualties by unit (corrected to 28 May 1945): 











UNIT MIA FOUNDED INJURED KTA 
Not Ktd Not Kt or 
Rid Rid DOW 
Div Hq 4 11 11 9 4 4 
Div Hq Co 1 15 10 9 7 17 
82°Abn MP Plat 5 4 2 1 
325 Gli Inf 190 1256 751 291 181 580 
50^ Prcht Inf 208 1850 1122 125 85 522 
505 Preht Inf 146 1760 1081 357 263 465 
507 Precht Inf 337 526 270 96 56 251 
508 Prcht Inf 312° 1280 665 466 284 551 
2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 165 630 274 109 56 141 
Hq & Hq-Btry 
Div Arty : 15 9 2 2 l 
319 Gli FA Bn AA 75 45 SI 57 36 
320 Gli FA Bn 49 48 30 37 24 33 
376 Prcht FA Bn 7 97 56 12 6 62 
456 Prcht FA Bn ni 104 65 16 8 44 
80 Abn Ai Bn 17 91 57 | 46 40 42 
507 Abn Engr Bn 34 235 140 21 14 94 
407 Abn QM Co 9 3 
307 Abn Med Co 1 12° 6 13 7 7 
82 Abn Sig Co 9 5 2 22 16 11 
782 Abn Ord Maint Co l 1 1 l 
82 Abn Ron Plat 5 6 2 3 
TOTALS (19555 B0 4580 1689 1095 2665 

















NOTES: The 507th Parachute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY Campaigne 


The 508th Parachute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, 
ARDENNES & REINELAND Campaigns. 


The 2d Battalion, 40lst Glider Infantry, was attached to the 325th 
Glider Infantry (to give the 325th a total of three battalions) in 
the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, ARDENNTS & RHINELAND Campaigns and was absorbe 
by the 325th on 1 March 1945. l 


Figures for the 82d Parachute Haintenance Company (Prov) are included 
in those for other Parachute units. 
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SECTION IIT: 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
A. INDIVIDUAL DECORATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 


CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 


PRIVATE JOHN R. TOWLE 5QLTH PARACHUTES INFANTRY 


(Posthumously. Gellantry in Action in Holland) 
AST SERGEANT LEONARD A, FUNK 508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 
(Gallantry in Action in the Ardennes) 


DISTINGUISHED $ SERVICE CROSS. 


—Denotes Oak Leaf "Tlüster also awarded 


NAME m RANK’ : UNIT 


‘ Atcheson, Robert B, .. Major 504th Parachute Infantry 
Baldwin, Lewis N Cpl, 456th Parachute Field Artillery 
. Battalion 
 iBednarz, Walter ‚Js Cpl, 5C8th Parachute Infantry 
*Billingslea, Charles E. Col. .. .325th Glider Infantry 
Clarke, James F. 2d Lt, 507th Parachute Infäntry 
‘Cook, Julian A. Lt, Col. 504th Parachüte Infantry 
Cymerys, Charles F. Cpl. | 505th Parachute Infantry 
Del Grippo, Daniel T. Pic. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Doerfler, Eugene 4. lst Lt. 505th Paracnute Infantry 
Dunham, Don B, Major , 504th Parachute Infantry 
Dustin, Shelton W, Sets 504th Parachute Infantry 
‘Fessler, John H. S/Sgt. 507th Parachute Infantry 
"Foley, Jolin P. lst It, ‘508th Parachute Infantry 
— Funk; Leonard à. lst Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
Gavin, James M. Major Gen. 505th, Parachute Infantry 
' Gilbert, Emil P. IMDB, s 507th Parachute Infantry 
Gordon, Oscar le 2d Lt. 505th Parachute Infantry 
Gorham, Arthur F. Lt. dol, 505th Parachute Infantry 
“Grenade, John “Cpl, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Gushue, Charles A, Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
Hanna, Roy M. dst Lt. 504th Parachute Infantry 
Harper, Lee W, Pvt, 456th Parachute Field “rtillery 
i her Battalion 
Harris, Wesley O. Capt, 307th kirborne Engineer Detta 
. . -.. Battalion 
l Harrison, Willard . Major 504th Parachute Infantry 
Henderson, Alvin H. . 8/Sgt. 508th Parachute Infantry 
 Holstoi, Raymond 8, Pfc. ‘504th Parachute Infantry 
Hord, Shelby R, Pvt, 504th Parachute Infantry 
 Huempfner, Milo C, Pic. Division Headquarters Company 
Hughes, John de lst Lt, 507th Parachute Infantry 
| Jusek, Joseph J. Col, _ 504th Parachute Infantry 
Kaiser, James L. Lt. Col. 505th Parachute Infantry 
. Karnap, Bernard E, 2d Lt, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Kelley, Charles B, Pvt. 507th Parachute Infantry 
-307th airborne Engineer 


Kellogg, William M. Capt. 
. Battalion 





es u E n 


NA} 
Kero, William E. 


Kiernan, James R,' 
Kinsey, Paul S, 
Kirby, Yarsel 
Koss, Joseph M. 
Krause; Edward C, 
Kumler, Lyle K. 
Larnin, George D. 
Ténseadel, William G. 
Lockwood, John A, 
Madlock, Hy F, 
Megellas, James 
Mendez, Louis G, 
Myers, Joseph F, 
Muzynski, Walter J, 
Nau, Charles Ee ` 
Ostberg, E.J. 
Parris, Harold L. 
Polette, Lloyd L. 
Prager, Clarence 
PPager, Leonard A, 
*Ridgway, Matthew B, 
Roberts, Ernest T. 
Rutlodge, James À. 
SSanford, Teddy A. 
Sayre, Edwin M, 
 Shanley, Thomas J. 
Sirovica, Frank L. 
Sprinkle, John I. 
Stevens, Stanley E, 
Swenson, John He 
Taylor, Stokes M, 


iTerry, Dewitt,S, 
*Tucker, Reuben HJ 
*Vandervoort, Benjamin H. 
Walsh, William P, 
Wason, Donald B, 
Wertich, Jake L. 
Ziegler, Harvey - 
4wingman, Otto K, 





lst Lt. 

lst It, 

T/5 

Pfc. 

Lt. Col. 
Sgt, 

lst Its 

Pics 


Pvt, 


Pvt. 


ist Lt, 
It, Col. 


. lst Lt, 


PLC. 
Cpl, 

Ls Col. 
Pfc, 

Lst Lt, 
S/Sgt. 
lst Sgt. 
Major Gen. 
Cpl, 

T/ Sgt $ 
It, Col. 
Capt, 
Lt, Col. 
S/Sgte 
lst Lt, 
S/Sgt. 
Lt, Col, 
Cpl. 


Sgt. 
Col, 
Lt. Col. 


S/8gt. 


2d Lt, 
lst Lt. 
lst Lt,. 
Pvt. 


UNIT 


307th äirborne Engineer 
| l Battalion 
504th Parachute Infantry 


.325th Glider Infantry 


>07th. Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 


‘508th Parachute Infantry 


504th Parachute infantry 
506th Parachute Infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
5C8th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 

504th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
Division Headquarters 

508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 

505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 


508th Parachute Infantry 


505th Parachute Infantry 


‘508th Parachute Infantry 


325th Glider Infantry 


80th Airborne Antitaircraft 


Battalion 
325th Glider Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 





... Bx SUMMARY OF" DECORATIONS” OF. UNITED ies 


no TER TES DI MERIGA id "tw or n4 


nein am 


PON Br CAMPAIGN T EN T. 
. NOTE: Compilations listed below include siva awarded through 
12 October 1945. Approximately 140 recommendations for decorations were 
being processed at that time. 








DECORATIONS i 
CAMPAIGN Moff PS0 loM SS BS 
SICILY 9 July 13-19 Aud Serge 5 
ITALY 12 Sept 43 = 19 Nov à en mon 58 59 
pov. DIM oo Gi v Fey tel d Gg Qe m dit 
NORMANDY 6 Jun 44 - 12 Jul 44 32 1l 271 925 
HOLLAND 17 Sept 44 = 13 Nov 44 1 20) 3 209 709 
BELGIUM ^ 18 Dec 44 = 17 Feb AS its ‘169 396 
GERMANY — 2 Apr 4 TT 2 i coz oc 85 3 
TOTAL 2 79 32 894 2478 
*504th Parachute Infantry | a | 
l m =; a. | Silver u Bronze 
UNIT 2 MofH mc pe DOU. 4 > LOM Star Star 
Hq 82d Abn Div J le © iae 
MP Platoon | | 1 1 5 
‚PPeht Maint Co l 4 
307th Abn Med Co l 9 "53. 
824 Abn Sig Co RAS s 1 tg 
LOTth Abn QU Co | i 5 
7824 Abn ora Maint Co 2 17 
Recon Platoon | 4 2 
307th: Abn: Engr Bn P. du 2 20 . 100 
325th Gli Inf: 4: z 10 20 95 "266 
80th. Abn AA N ee leeren "S 2. Bb 
| 3igth Gli FA Bn e BE M o 45 
Hq Div Arty PX E 1 5 22 
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Silver Bronze 


UNIT manaua MOTH DSC _lofM Star Star .- 


3doth Gli FA Bn o ds 
56th Prcht FA Bn 2 i 2l 25 
376th Precht FA Bn 7 hh 
504th Prcht Inf 1 20 2 200 428 
505th Preht Inf | 12 kL . 275 596 


Other E 26 1 220 641 


—_—t__@————nureune mee —— — 


TOTAL E 2 78 32 891, 2478 








C. SUMMARY OF DECORATIONS OF 


ALLIED GOVERNMENTS 


AWARD NUMBER PRESENTED 


FRENCH : 
Croix De Guerre A L'Ordre De L'Armee (Army Level)... se0.r0 000010007 
Croix De Guerre L' Ordre De La Division (Division Level)......... 3 
Croix De Guerre A L'Ordre Du Rogiment (Regimental Levei)..,......16 
Croix De Guerre CertificateSscecegsenees OE E E E E E E E ssvosescesovesZl 


53 
BRITISH 


XiMilitary CROSS e a Pics dpa E ak us o ae a d S RI 6 
Military Medal..se.ee.ceeseoscsessesóooscetstósecoqevassvesecveroat il 
Distinguished Service Oprder..ecopeeooccectecvenensscvcecessotateodns 2 
Distinguished Conduct Medaliseossescococcceceve ce5209208 009999509 23 


RUSSIAN 


Order of Alexander Nevskys oses Srrrrrrr are eee eee eee eee ee TEN 
Order of the Peoples War, lst Degree.....ee eese teen, 
Order of the Peoples War, 2nd Dégree....c.eeeeoooeo eset etos tone 
Medal For ValOY.seweseesecectóscvcuethoteepgesebosetedecetoooce*eeveen 
Medal For Combat Service, ce ssgerreressenece rr0000r0pr0 000000000. 


Flurevnt 


HOLLAND 


ORANGE NASSAU IN 2 
Degree of Grand OfficOY, e esaecosvansosecvencaoeososeooteceoopsteneo i 
Degree of Commanderi.zecssreeec:rser ‘o, senn0000 0000 060090090008 l 
Degree OL OLLPLC] cone cvvcece ere sepe ce toes 5 
Military Willems Order...5»«oocbecotececooenetdotoactoceeoesovto 10 
Bronze lilOnaesscssoccccceccecnitobotosoobotoneseostoecottoososepsavs 42 


Bronze CrosSesceesod sh 00.006.000 Dees eper ese eee sere thos te teQoes oca o IL 


+ 











SECTION 4 


CITATIONS OF THE @2D ATRBORNE DIVISION AS A WHOLE 


THE NETHERLANDS -— MILITAIRE WILLEMS ORDE, DEGREE OF KNIGHT OF THE FOURTH 
CIASS. Awarded for gallantry in action in the NETHERLANDS during the period 
17 September 1944 —— 4 October 1944. (See Annex 4a) 


BELGIUM -— THE FOURRAGERE 1940. Awarded for gallantry in action in BELGIUM 
in December 1944 and January and February 1945 in the ARDENNES, the 82d Airborne 
Division having been cited twice in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Army. 


(See Annex 4b) 


FRANCE ~~ CITATION.. For gallantry in action in NORMANDY. 


PRESIDENTIAL CITATIONS OF UNITS OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


UNIT CAMPAIGN 

Division Headquarters and Norma ndy 
Headquarters Company 

325th Glider Infantry Normandy 

lst Battalion, 504th Parachute Ardennes 


Infantry (Less Company A) 


Company A, 504th Parachute Infantry 


3d Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry . 


Central Europe 


Rome-Arno (Anzio) 


505th Parachute Infantry Normandy 
507th Parachute Infantry (Attached) Normandy 
508th Parachute Infantry (Attached) Normandy 
Headquarters and Headquarters Normandy 
Battery, 62d Airborne Division 
Artillery 
319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion Normandy 
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion Normandy 
82d Airborne Signal Company | | Normandy 
207th Airborne Medical Company Normandy 
Headquarters Eni Batteries se and C, Normandy 
80th Airborne Antiaircraft Battalion 
Dae Ss À and B, 307th Airborne Normandy 


Engineer Battalion 
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+ 





MERITORIOUS SERVIC! PLAQUES AWARDED UNITS 


407th Airborhe Quartermaster Company 


20Tth Kirk Medical Company 


782d Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company 


82d Parachute Maintenance Company 


666th Quartermaster Truck Company (Attached) 


PRISONERS OF WAR 
CAPTURED BY THE 
82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


CAMPA IGN NO. OF Py's 
SICILY 23,191, 
ITALY 74 
NORMANDY 2,159 
HOLLAND 2,995 
ARDENNES 4,529 
CENTRAL EUROPE 148,152* 

TOTAL 181, 100 

Figures include only prisoners of war processed through the 


NOTES : 


‘Division Prisoner of War Cage and do not include any prisoners 


captured by units of the Division while such units were detachec 
from the Division. The above figures thus do not include prio 
soners taken by the 505th Parachute ROT in the early days of 
SICILY, the 325th, 504th and 505th ROTs on the SALERNO BEACHHEAT 
or much of tho CHIUNZI PASS sector, tho 505th ROT on the VOL- 
TURNO, or the 504th ROT in tho ISERNIA, VENAFRO or ANZIO sectors 


*The figure of 148,152 prisoners captured in the CENTRAL EUROPE: 
Campaign include an estimated 144,000 captured when the German 
Twenty-First Army surrondered to the 82d Airborne Division at 


' LUDWIGSLUST, GERMANY 


— ll 





HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of tho-Division Commander 
APO 469 U, S. Army 
12 October 1945 


GENERAL ORDERS ) 


3 ' 
NUMBER — 125 .) = | SECTION 
ETHERLANDS.DEOREZ, DATED 8 OCT 1945, AWARD OF THE "MILITAIRE | 
2 SILDDRES ORDE C e rid E odes ui ie m e FUA e Sce le chia, 
MINISTERIAL DEOREZ, NETHERLANDS GOVERIMENT, 8 COT 1945, en E 
NEARING OF THE ORANGE LANYARD, ROYAL NETHERLAND ARMY = - - - - - ~ I. 


I -- NETHERLANDS DECREE: 


Ahnouncomont is mado of tho Nothorlands award of tho "Militaire "illom 
Ordo", degroo of Knight of tho fourth class, to tho 82d Airborne Division. Tho 
Nothorlands Decree, datod 8.0ctobor 1945, is hereby quoted: 


"WE WILHELMINA, by tho Graco of God, Queon of the Nothorlanda, Princess of 
Orango-Nassau, ER Otce, ote. 


On the rocommendation of ou Ministors of War and for Foreign PRAES, da toc 
October 3, 1945, Secret Nr.Y.22; 


^ 


i Ta accordanco with the provisions of tho amondod Act of April 20, 1815, Nr. 
(Statue-Book Nr.33); 


In viow of tho clauso 18 of tho Rogulations of aüsinistestion and diseiplin: 
for the "Militaire tillems Ordo"; as laid down in tho Royal Decroo of Juno 25, 
1815, Nr.10; 


Considering that tho 82d Airborno Division of tho Unitod Statos- Army, during 
the airborne operations a-d tho onsuing fighting actions in tho contral part of 
the Nethorlands in tho period from Soptombor 17 to October 4, 1944, excelled in 
performing tho tasks, allotted to it, with tact, coupled with “superior gallantry, 
solf-sacrifice and loyalty; 


l Considoring also, that tho actions, fought by tho aforesaid Division, took 
‘place in the aroa of NIJMEGEN; 


HAVE APPROVED AND ORDERED: 


l. To decreo, that tho Divisional Colours of tho 82d Airborne Division of the 
. „United Statos-Army shall bo docoratod with the "Militairo Willems-Orde", 
flegreo of Knight of tho fourth class; 


24 To authorizo the Division to carry in its Divisioml Colours tho namo of tho 
os town of 
j NIJHEGEN 1944 


Our Ministers of "ar and for Foroign Affairs aro, cach for his own part, in 
charge of tho exceution of this Doeroe, copy of which shall bo sont to tho 
Chancellor of the Nethor lands: Ondors of ae 


THE HAGUE, Octobor 8, 1955. 
(sed. ) WILHELM INA 


m ll2- - 








THE MINISTER OF WAR 
(sgd.) J. MEINEN: 
THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
(sgd.) VAN KLEFFENS 
. Conformablo to the original, 

the Director of the Cabinet of the Queen, 

(sgd.) VAN TETS VAN GOUDRIAAN. 

d For true translation, 
The acting Chancellor of the Netherlands Orders - 
of Knighthood, 
(sgd.) KOFFLER." 


II — MINISTERIAL: DEOREE, NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT: 


Ministerial Decree of the Netherlands Minister of War, dated 8 October 1945, 
granting the personnel of the 62d Airborne Division, who participated in oper- 
ations during tho period of 17 September to 4 October 1944, authority to wear 
the ORANGE LANYARD of the Royal Netherlands Army is quoted: 


"MINISTERIAL DECREE OF THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER OF "AR, dated October 8, 
1945, Soction III A, Secret No-X 25. 


. Tho Minister of War considering, that the outstanding performance of duty 
of the 82d Airborne Division, United States Arny, during the airborne operations 
and the ensuing fighting actions in the central part of the NETHERLANDS in the 
period from September 17 to Octobor 4, 1944, have induced HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
to decorate its-Divisional Colours with the "XILITAIRE WILLEIS-ORDE" degree of 
Knight.of the fourth class; CONSIDERING also, that it is desirable for cach 
menber of the Division, who took part in the aforo-said operations, to possess 
a lasting momento of this glorious struggle; 


DECREES: that cach member of tho personnel of the 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION, 
UNITED STATES ARMY, who took part in the operations in the arca of NIJMEGEN in 
the period from September 17 to October 4, 1944, is allowed to wear the ORANGE 
LANYARD, as laid down in article 123g of the Clothing Regulations/1944, of the 
Royal Netherlands Arny.: 


THE HAGUE, OCTOBER 8, 1945, 
THE iINISTER OF MARI * 
(Minister van Oorlog) 


BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL GAVIN: 


* 


Re He TIENECKE 
Colonel, GSC 
Chief of Staff 


OFFICIAL: 
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SOHN D. GRAY! 
Major, AGD 
Adjutant Gene 


DISTRIBUTION: 


"A" & "O" plus 3 to MG (Attn: Decorations & Awards Branch, 
Munitions Bldg., Mash. 25, D. C.) 
2 to OG, USFET (Roar) (Attn: Awards & Decorations- 
Branch, AG Mil Pera Div)) ` 
l to CG, US Hq Berlin District 
2 to CO, 45th MRU (Mobile) AFO 755 





HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of tho Division Commander 


'APO 469, U.S. Army 
8 Octcbor 1945 


GENERAL ORDERS ) 


NUMBER 1233 X 


Pursuant to authority containec in tho Belgium Ministry of National Do- 
fonse Docroe Numbor 1034, datod 4 October 1945, announcement is mado of the 
award of tho fourr&goro 1950 to tho 82d Airborne Division and tho 508 Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. Appropriate portions from tho Decree aro hereby quoted: 


"At the provosal of tho Minister of National Defensa, we have decreed and 
we order: 


Article 1: The 82d Airborne Division with tho 508th Parachute Infantry Regi 
mont attached is citod twico in the Order of tho Day of tho Belgian Army and is 
horowith sivon the fourragere 1940, for: ; 


'1. This elite Division which has gone with great elan through tho cam- 
paigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, Holland and France, has distinguished itsolf 
particularly in tho Battle of the Ardennes from Docontor 17 to December 31, 1944, 
Called upon as a roinforcomont by tho Allicd High Command in the evening of the 
17 Docombor, at a timo when the division was in tho vicinity of Reims, tho Div- 
ision was:-ablo to take up combat positions in tho region of "orbomont only 24 
hours lator and this under very sovoro climatic conditions. Progressing towards: 
Ambleve and the Salm, tho Division opened aud maintained a corridor for tho elc- 
meats of four American Divisions which were surrounded in the vicinity of St. 
Vith, thus giving now courazo to tho ongagod units. The Division had preventad- 
‘ the enomy from piercing the north flank of tho pockot created by tho offonsivo 
of Von Rundstedt and thusly succoodod in saving the city of Lioge and its sur- 
roundings from.a second occupation by tho Gormans. 


.2., After having oxcolled in defensive warfare at tho banks of the Salm and 
tha: Ambleve and after having repelled succossfully tho ropoated attacks of tho 
best German shocktroops, tho 82d Airborne Division with tho 508th -Parachute In- 
fantry Roziment attached, in spite of oxtromo cold and oxoo88ivoly deep snow, 
wont on tho offonsivo thomsolvos and advanecd,to tho German border, capturing 
2500 Gorman prisoners, including 5 battalion commanders. This fighting was ox- 
tromoly valorous as the organic composition of tho Division handicapped tho unit 
considerably, not having at their disposal, as any othor Infantry Division would 
havo, heavy weapons to support thoir attack. During 23 days, under most painful 
and advorso conditions, the vetorans of tho 82d Airborno Division did not coase 
to give a wonderful oxamplo of courage and horoism, exemplifying thoir fighting 
Spirit by several romarkably brilliant actions. By its valor, tho Division wrote 
anothor pago in horoic annals of Alliod Airborne troops and rondorod an important 
Sorvico to Bolgium and to tho Allied cause by ostablishing the necessary basis 
for tho now pursuit of the enemy towards tho Rhino Rivor.! 


Article 2: The Minister of National Dofenso is horowith orderod to oxocuto 
the decree. 
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CORARD AND STATE 


82D_INANTRY DIVISION 


82D AIRBORNE 


—M—MÁ—— I 


DIVISION 


er dire RAR rae 


25 MARCH, 1942 =- 25 OCTOBER, 1945 


NOTE: 


, motion. 


COMMATDIMG GENERALE ` 


Ma jor Gon. Orar Ne Bradloy 
Brig. Gen. Mat thow B. Ridgway 
Major Gon. Matthew B. Ridgway 
Brig. Gen. James M. Gavin 
Major Gen. James M. Gavin 


ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDERS 


Brig. Gon. Matthew B. , Ridgway 
Col. Don F. Prott. ans, 
Brig. Con. William Ms Miloy 
Col. Charloo L. Koorans, dr. 
Brige Gone. Charles L. Koorans, 
Col. Jamos Mo Gavin 
Brige Gon, James M. Gavin 

v Gol, Ira P. Swift, 

^ Brig. Gon. Ira P.: Swift | 


dr. 


. FROM 


25 March "42 
26 June 42. 

7 August ''42 
28 August '44 
20 October !44 


qui 
25 March '42 
Z. July 142* 
18 August !42 
17 January 145 


Dates shown for promotion aro datos of rank unloos shown with an asterisk 
(*). If shown with an astorisk the dates aro dates cf acceptance of pro- 


20 


25 Juno "42 

5 August "42: 
27 August 144 
19 October Ui 
To Date 


25 Juno '42 . 
15 August '42 
15 January '45 
6 February 143 


7 Fobruary '45(MIA)11 July 143. 


4 Octobor 143 
#7 October !45 


15 December '44 


20 March !45 


COMMANDING GENERALS, DIVISIO ARTILLERY 


Brig. Gon. Josopk M. Swing 
Brig. Gen. Maxwoll D. Taylor 
Col. Franie A, i&trch 

Brig. Gon; Maxwoll D. Taylor 
Col. Francis A. March 

‘Col. Lomuol Mathowson “ni 
Col. Francis A. March 

Brig. Gon; Francis A. March 


CHIEFS OF STAFF. 


Col. George Van W. Papo. . 

‘ Col, Maxwoll D. Taylor. : 
Lt. Col. E P. Eaton 
Col. Ralph P. Eaton 
Lt. Col. Robert Hei- Tionocko 
Qol. Robort He .Tionocke 


25 March '42 
*12 Decombor, '42 
6 Octobor.!45 
7 Fobrvary '44 
E Fobrüary Tha 

8 May * hd 
22 May ThA 
16 Novenbor 144 


‘25 March '42 
6 July 142 
12. Docombor 142 
5 January 143 
28 August '44 

29 Octobor "44 


- 116 . 


6 October '43 
27 August '44 

19 March '45 

2 Septenber !45 


1l December !42. 
5 October '43 
6 February '44 

21 February '44 
7 May '44 

21 May [44 

15 Novombor "M 

To Dato 


5 July !42 
11 December '42 
4 January '44 
27 August '45 - 
28 October 44 


To Date 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, Gul 


Lt. Col. Ralph P, Eaton (Acting) 
Major Ralph C. Cooper 

Capt. Frederick Me Schollharmer 
Major Frederick Ms Schellharmor 
Capt. Thomas: B. Kottorson (Acting) 
Capt. Thomas Be Kottorson 

Major Thomas B, Kettorson 

Major Frederick M, Schollhammor 
Lt. Cole Froderick M. Schellhammer 
Major Alfred W. Ireland 

Lt. Col. Alfred We Ireland 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF 


Major Georgo Es Lynch 

Lt. Col. George E. Lynch 

Lt. Col. Whitfield Jack 

Lt. Col. Walter Ye Winton, Jr. 
Major Michael K. Berkut (Acting) 
Major Paul E. Vaupel 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G3 


Major Willis S, Matthews 

Lt, Col, Willis S. Matthews 
Major Richard K. Boyd 

Lt. Col. Richard K. Boyd 
Lt. Col. Whitfield Jack 

Lt. Col. Paul L. Turner, Jr. 
Lt. Col, Robort Ha ienocko 
Major John Norton 

Lt. Cole John Norton 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-4 
Lt. Col. Truman 0. Thorson 
Major Robert H. Vionocko 
Lt. Col. Robert H. Yienccke 
Major Bennie A. Zinn 
Lt. Col. Bonnie A. Zinn 
Lt. Col. Frank W. Moorman (Acting) 
Lt. Col, Frank W. Moorman 
Major Albert G. Marin 
Lt. Col, Albert G. Marin 


ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, 





Mejor Arthur 7. Soward, Jr. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL 


Lt. Col. Ralph P. Eaton 
Captain Raymond M. Britton 
Major Raymond M. Britton 

- Major John Poole 
Major Raymond Me Britton 





FROM 


25 March M2 * 
3 May 42 
22 Juno 142 

14 August 142 

9 Soptenbor 142: 
17 Doconbor !42 
30 Janvary 143 
28 March 143 

12 April 143 
28 August. 144 

6 November 144 


25 March 142 
#4 April '42 
2 Octobor '43 
28 August 144 
July 145 
19 July 145 


HI 


25 March 142 
*4 April 142 

6 July 142 

8 October !42 
20 August !45 

2 October 143 
17 February '44 
28 August !44 
26 October '44 


25 March !42 
19 August '42 
1 February '45 
17 February '44 
1 June '44 
7 June '44 
17 July 144 
28 August M 
11 November !44 


15 August !45 


25 Karch 2 
12 Docombor '42 
30 January 143 
17 Fobruary '43 
15 March '43 





10 


2° May Ui 
21 Juno. 42 

13 August '42 ©. 
17 December 142 ` 
16 December !42 
29 Janvary 143 
27 March !43 
jme T 
27 August! 

5 November !44 
To Date 


3 April '4e: 


26 September 143 


27 August 144 
20 June 45 
18 July '45 
To Date 


5 April 142 

5 July !42 

7 Oetober *4e 
19 August '43 

1 October !43 
16 February '44 
27 August '44 
25 October !44 
To Date 


18 August !42 
21 January 143 
16 February !44 
51 May '44 

16 June '44 

16 July '44 

27 August !A4 
10 November '44 
To Dato 


G-5 (See also Military Government Officer) 


17 October '45 


11 Decomber '42 
29 January '43 
16 Fobruary '45 
12 March 143 

31 January !44 


ADJUTANT GENERAL 


Lt. Col. Raymond 
Major Maurice E. 
Major Maurice E. 
Lt. Col. :aurice 





Me Britton 
Stuart (Acting) 
Stuart 

È. Stuart 


Major John D. Gray 


CHAPLAIN | 


ist Lt. are D. Noland 


Ma jor Charles ‘Ve 


Lovin 


Capt. George Le Riddle 
Ma jor George L. Riddle 
‘Lt. Col. George L. Riddle 


Captain George B. 


Wood 


Major George B. Wood 


CHEMICAL OFFICER 


Ma jor John P. Geiger 


Lt. Col. John P. 
FINANCE OFFICER 


Major Villian E. 
bt. Col. Willian 


Geiger 


Johnson 
E. Johnson 


HEADQUARTERS COLMANDANT 





Capt. Jean G. Callahan 
Major Jean Ge Callahan 
Capts:Jchn He Swenson 
Major John He Swenson 


„Capta Villian C. 


Shreve 


' Capt. "alter H. Chandler, Jr. 
Capt. Don C. Faith, Ure 
Major Don O. Faith Jr. 


Capt. “Villian H. 
Major Villian H. 


Johnson 
Johnson 


Capt. George Je Claussen 





Major Lawrence L. Lynch 
INSPECTOR GENERAL 
Lt. Col. Willard S. "Yadolten 


Lt..Col. Charlos 


F. Barrett, Jr. 


Lt. Col. Frank P. Dunnington 
Capt. William F. Jones: 
Lt. ‘Col. Edward S. Nelson, Jr. 


JUDGE ADVOCATE ĠENERAL 


Major Eugono G. Cushing 
Lt. Col. Eugone G. Cushing 
Capt. Casinir D. Moss 
Major Casinir D. Moss 

Lt. Col. Casimir D.'Mosa 
Major Nicholas E. Allen 


FROM 


1 February '44 
2 February '45 
2 February '45 
6 May 145 

> July '45 


March '4a~ 
March '42: 
February !45 
March !45 
February '44 
November '44 
January !45 


Sn fo 


DIN 1 PISO O x 


Dr 


25 March 42. 
*8 April !42 


25 Karch "42 
5 August 42 


25 March 142 
*8 April 42 
14 August 142 
14 September 42 
21 Fobruary '43 
21 August !43 
18 January Ud 
10 May '44 
24 August Tha 
7 October '44 
1 March '45 
1 July !45 


25 March 'A2 

9 Septonber '42- 
28 August 144 

17 March '45 

l | duly 145 


25 arch 42 
9 July 142 
15 August '42 
7 Scptonber'42 
5' April 143" 
28 ci Tha 


"ue. 


TO 
21 February '45 
21 February '45 
15 May '45 
30 June '45 
To Date 


29 March !42^ 

8 February '45 

l March '43 

3 January '44 
12 November "44 
21 January '45 
To Date 


7 April 142 
To Date, 


2 August '42° 
To Date 


7 April 142 

15 August 42: 
15 September '42 
20 February !45 
2 August !45 
17 January '44 
9 May '44 
25 August '44 

6 October '44 
28 February '45 
30 Juno !45 

To Date 


8 Soptonbor '42° 
27 August '44 
16 March '45 
30 June '45 
To Dato 


8 July Ax 

14 August !42° 

6 Scptenber '42 
2 April !43 
27 August 'A4 

6 December '44 





JUDGE ADVOCATE 3 GENERAL 


Pa eun i nokia S; Alien 
Major Robort F. H. Pollock 


‘oapuioe OFFICER 


Br Toshin A. Finkel 
Major Jóshun A. Finkol 
; „m Col. Joshua A. Finkol 
«Major Mayo S. Svo 
„Lt, Col. Mayo 8. Silvoy 
‚Lie Col, Rayriond uw, genet 


PROVOST HARSHAL 


Mo jor Joan 0. Callahan 
Capt. John He Swonson 

, Major John H, Swenson 

. Onpt. Villian P. Bowdon 
Major Willian P. Bowden 
Major. Frodorick G. MeCollum 

- . Ho jor- Paul E. Vaupel 

„e Capte: Robert B. Fattorson 


* 


E 





‚Lt. Col» Samucl E. Bakor 
Major Erlo H. Landors 
Lt. Col. Erle H. Landers 
lst Lt. Harvoy M. Lifsot 
Major John "7. Mohrnan 
Lt. Col. John 7. Mohrran 
Lt. Col. Raynchd He Tiffany 
Major Sanuol M, Mays 


SIGNAL OFFICER 


Capt. Frank 7. Hoorran 
Major Frank Ye Moorran 
Lt. Col. dE Ys Moorran 

pte Rebert E, Furman 

Ma jer Robort n. Furran 

vy bbe Cols Robert 5. Furman 

Lt. Cols. ‚Josöph P. Ahern 


‘SPEOTAL SE ERYIOR OFFICER 





Pu Lt.. Harold Ae Shobock 

„Capta Harold As Shóbock 

“Ist Lt. Shirloy H. Dix 
«sfapte Frodorick Ge Helollun 

Major Frodorick G. MoCollua 

..Sapt: Ruarick:R, Otto 

, Ha jor: Rudrick R. Otto 

. Major. Samuol Hi Mays: 

. Oxpt.: John T. Elliott’ 


FROM. 


.. 7 Doconber !44. 
l7, October '45.- 


25 March !42 

4 April '42 
30 Neverbor !42 
15 Docorbor '44 
20 March '45 

1 July !45 


25 March '42 
14 August '42 


14 Soptombor 42` 


20 Octobor 42° 


50 Janury 143 


7 Janınry 144 


23 May '45 
(019 July '45 


. 25 March '42 
15 August '42 


30 November '42 

19 March !45 

24 March '45 

19 November 143 
1 July '45 

21 Soptonber 145 


25 March '42 

*Á April 'A2 
Octobor !42 
17 July '44 
Soptonbor '44 
March !45 
July '45. 


Co 


Feet Oo 


25 March !42 

4 August '42 

1 Docenbor !42 
5 March 143 

19 Sopt. 143 

.T January 144 
1 Soptombor 144 
l July 145: 

l Soptonbor :'45 
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22 


TO 


16 


To 


29 
l2 


19 M 


30 
To 


> 
19 


29 


18 
Tc 


14 
29 
16 
25 


18 


. 20 


20 
To 


i 


October. 145 
Dato 


April !42 
Novorbor '42 
Deconbor !44 
arch '45 
Juno 145 
Date 


August '42 
Soptonbor '42 
‚October '42 
Janury !45 
January '44 
May '45 
July:'45 
Date 


August ‘42 
Novombor '42 
March 143 
Merch !45 
Novenber 143 
Jung '45 
September '45 
Dato 


April !42 


7 October 42 


16 


July '44 


7 Septomber '44 


February '45 
Juno !45 
Da te l 


August !42. 
Docorbor t42 
March '43 
Soptenbor !45 
January '44 


5l August '44 


Juno !45 
Soptonbor '45 
Dato 





SURGEON FROM TO 


Lt. Col. Clifford Best ^ . 25 March !42° 21 January '!43 
Major Woolcott L. Etienne ~ 30 January 143 2 March !43 
Lt. Col. Yoolcott L. Etienne 5 March 143 27 August !A4 . 
Major William C. Lindstrom 28 August 144 7 Soptonbor !44 
Lt. Col. William È, Lindstrom 8 Soptenber !44 To Dato- 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT OFFICER (S09 also G-5) 
Capt» Potor Sheuvaloff  - l 22 Bay 144 26 Docenbor '44 
Capt. Arthur Soward, Jr. (Acting). `° 16 Doconbor '44 25 Doconbor !44 
Capt. Arthur Seward, Jr. ; 26 Doconbor !44 11 February '45 
Major Arthur Soward, Jr. li Fobruary.'45 © 12 August. '45 


PARACHUTE MAINTENANCE OFFICER (Authorizod 1 March !45) 


* H b LA i 
Capt. James E. Griffin 1 March 45,. 30 April '45 
Major. Janes E. Griffin l May 145 To Dato 


COME NDING OFFI FFICER, 325TH INFANTRY (Rodosignitod 225th Glider Infantry on 15 
August 1942. 3 








Col. Claudius M, Easloy 25 arch 142 27 July 142 
Lt Cole Joan De Scott l 28 July !42 15 August '4e 
Lt. Col. Harry L. Lewis 14 August !42 21 August '44 
Lt. Col. Charlos.F. Billingslon, _ | 22 August !4A 28 Octobor LN 
Col. Charlos E. Billingslca . : 29 Octobor '44 To Dato 





l AUGUST,” ei TRANSFERRED ED FROM DIVISION ON 10 FEBRUARY 1945 





Col. Stuart Cutlor  ' = 25 March '42 10 February '45 





COMMANDING OFFICER, 327TH ISFANTRY (TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION ON 15 AUGUST 1942, 





Col, Goorgo 8. Your . 25 March 2: 15 August 42 





COMMA 





NDING OFFICER, 


AUGUST, 1942), 


O4TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (ASSIGNED TO DIVISION ON L 






Col. Theodore L. Dunn lg d . 15 August te 16 December T 
(Date Rogt asgd to Div). 
: Lto) Reuben. H. duds: rom 1 December !4 15 Deconbor . Mz: 
Lt. Col. Rouben He Tuckor 16 December '42° 28 May 143. 
Col. Rouben He Tucker : 29 May 143 To Date 





O TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (ASSTGNED TO DIVISION ON 10 





COMMANDING OFFICER 


FEBRUARY Er 


Col. Janos Me Gavin È O: 6 July 142 i 4 October !43 





3 


Lt, Col. Horbort F, Batcholor 3 October !43 ; 21 March '44 
Lt. Col, William" E. Ekman © 22 March '44 | 21 July '44 
Col. William E. Ekuan ` 22 July '44 , . To Dato 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DIVISION ARTILLERY FROM . |.  . TO 


Gol. Sidnoy F. Dunn ` (00.7 25 March 142 5 Janvary [43 
‘Lt. Col. Francis A. March © | 6 January '45 15 Jamary 145 
“Col. Francis A, March © vas 16 Janvary 143 5 October !43 

+ Lt. Cals Willian H. Bortset - 6 October 143 . 6 Fobruiry "44 
Gol. Francis A. March 7 February 45 21 Fobruary !A4. 
‘Lt. Col. Tilliar He Bortsch 21 Fobruwy 44 9 Juno '44 | 
Col. Willian He Bortseh oee. 10 Juno '44 24 Soptorbor. 144. 
bt. Col. Hilbur M, Griffith 25 Soptonbor '44 15 February ''45 
Col. Vilbur M, Griffith ` 16 Fobrunry '45 To Dato 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 319TH FIZLD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 319TH GLIDER 


FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST, 1942)  ,- 


Lt. Col. Jillian Ho Bortsch 25 March 142 ^ 8 October 143 

Major Innos C. Todd .. 6 Octobor 143 6 Fobruary. 'A4 
. Ka jor James O. Todd .. ^o C 21 Fobruary '44 29 Juno "44 

t. Col, James Ce Todd | 50 Juno '44 30 Juno '45 

Lt. Col. Jcsoph 7, Koating ` 01 July 145 16 Octobor !45 
“Majer Dantos A« York . —— 17 October M5 To Dato 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 320TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 320TH GLIDER 





FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST, 1942.) | 


Lt. Col. Francia AL Maróh ` o 25 March 2 — 5 January 143 
Major Paul E. Wright» amet. 6 January 143 9 April '45 
Lt, Col, Paul E. "right 10 April !43 To Date 


/ COUFANDING OFFICER 





ON:15 AUGUST, 1945). - 


Lt. Cole John". “Yorks 25 March 142 AS August '42° 


21ST FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (TRENSFSRRED FROM DIVISION 





O7TH PIRLD ARTILLERY BATTALION (TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION 





COMMANDING OFFICER 


ON 15 AUGUST, 1942) 


Lt. 001. John E. Ray 25 Warch '42 19 June !42 
Major Ephraim E. McLemore . .. |... : 20: June 42 14 July '42 
= Lt, Cole Ephraim He McLemore ^ ` 15 July !42 15 August '42 





COMMANDING OFFICER, 376TH PARACHUTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ACTIVATED AND 








r 









ASSIGNED: TO DIVISION, 15 AUGUST 142). 
Capt. Paul E. Wright coce ec. web August !42 17 August "42 
Major Paul E. Wright. ^7: " ^. ^ 718 August 142 20 October '42: 
Capt. Robort H. Neptuno (Acting). 21. October '42 3 January '43 
Major Wilbur M. Griffith 6). ^" 4 Jamary, 143 8 March 3 > 
Ltj;:001. "ilbur M. Griffith ©. . . 9 March '43 24 September '44 
Major Robert U, Noptunó > ' 25 Soptonbor 44 10 November HM 
Lt. Col. Robert T.e Neptuné 11 Novenbor.'A4 30 June !45 


Major. Horbort H. Champlin I July 145 To Date 








COMMANDING OFFICER, 456TH PARACHUTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ASSIGNED TO 





DIVISION ON 10- FEBRUARY 14 FROM |. 10. 
Lt. Col. Harrison Be Hardon, Jr. 10 Fobruary 143 2 August 143 
Major Hugh A, Neal 3 August 145 27 February 144 
Ma jor Yagnor Je DiAllessio 25 Fobruary 144 29 June TAA ' 
Lt, Cole agnor Je D'Ailessio . 50 Juno '44 50 June’ 145 
Major Frodorick Je Silvey 1 July 145 To Date 


» 


COMMANDING OFFICER, GOTH AIRBORNE ANTIATRORAPT 34 TTALION (ACTIVATED AND 





ASSIGNED, TO DIVISION 3 SEPTENBER Mo). 





Major Vhitfiold Jack ; ur 5 Scoptorbor !42 29 November 142 
Lt. Col. Thitfiold Jack ì ^ 30 Noveribor 142 19 August 143 
Major Raymond E. Singloton (Acting) | - 1 July. 143 v: 19 August 143. 
Major Raymond E. Singloten 20 Aurust !45 + 31 January '44 
Lt. Col. Raymond E. Sirgloton 1 Fobruary '44 30 June ils 
Lt. Col. Jenn Ye Paddock | l July "Us 15 October !45 
Major Choice R. Rucker 16 Ootober 145 ‘To Date: 
COLMAEDING REDESIGHA TED 307TH AIRBORNE 


ENGINEER ‘BATTALION ON 15 AUGUST 1942). 













Lt. Col. Poter E. Bormel 25 karch 2 15 July 2 
Major Robort 9, Palmer 14 July 142 29 November 142 
Lt. Col. Robert.8s Palnor. 30 Novorbor 42. 6 Juno '44 
Major Edwin A. Bedell ` l 7 Juno 144 26 Wovorbor '44 
Lt. Col. Edwin A. Bodoll 27 Wcvorbor '44 Tc Dato 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 307TH ERDICAL Bi ATRBORNE 
MEDICAL COMPANY ON 15 AUGUST, 1942) 
Ma jor Clifford Bost 25 Hareb 142 3 April 142 
Lt. Col. Clifford Bost 4 April 142 20 May '42 
Major Willian S. Villians 21 Hay a. 6 July '42 
Lt. Cole Willian E, ‘Allians 7 July 2 14 August !42 
ti j. foleott Le Etienne 15 August I? 29 January 143 
Capt. Willian H4. Houston oat e a 30 January Nis 2 March '45 
Major Villian Ha Houston (7 7 7 15 5 bareh 14300 5 Juno '44 (KA) * 
Capt. Jerry J. Belden 7 June 144 30 June t44 
Major Jerry J. Belden 1 July thh 30 June 145 
Capt. Hubert C, Stewart l 1 July 145 O 


COMMANDING OFFICER LO7TH QU: ARTERMASTER BaTTALION (REDESIGNATED 407TH AIRBORNE 





psiloc o. LES. E irene 


Capt. Harold E, Rose 15 august '42 25 November 142 
lst Lt, Samuel H, Mayes ` 26 November ‘152 2h March 143 
Capt Samuel He Mayes > 25 March 143 28 February 145 
Capt, Edgar F, Brooks l March t45: ` 23 June t45 
Capt, Harold O. Karberly 24, June 145: To Date 
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COMMANDING OFFICER,  752D a IRBORNE ORDNANCE MATNTENANCE COMPANY (ACTIVATED GN 


6 OCTOBER ' 42). 


Ist Lt. Lee B. Gatlin 
dst Lt. Howard "i. Crusey 
lst It, William B, MoGuire 
Capt. Wilitam B, McGuire 
lst Lt. Jeff Davis, Jr. 
Capt. Jeff Davis, dr. 

lst Lt, John D, Lecnard 
lst Lt. Robert Le Feinsod 


FROM 


6 October 742 
l November 'A2 
22 November 142 
21 January 143° 
9 May 143. 

22 June !43 


^7 April '45 


1 July 145 


TO 
31 October !42 
Z4 November '42 
20 January !43 
8 May 143.0 
21 June !43 
16 April !45 
30 June '45 
‚To Date | 


ow OFFICER, &2D RECONNAISSANCE TROOP (INACTIVATED GN i5 AUGUST 1942) 


Capt. john He Syengon 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 62D. AIRBORNE DIVISION RECON] 


lst Lt. William C, Shreve 
Capt. William C, Shreve 
lst Lt, Roland’, Hudson 
2ü Lt, Joseph V, Dellasi 
lst Lt. Joseph V, Deilasi 


25 arch 142 


15 August '42 
22 December 142 
2) February '42 
25 iugust, '43 
22 November !43 


l4 August 142 


ISSANCE PLATOON FOO (PROVISIONAL), 


21 December 142 
20 February !42 
8 august 143 
21 November '43 
28 February, 145 


COMMANDING OFFICER, €2D AIRBORNE RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON (ACTIVATED ON 1 MARCH 1945 


ist Lt. Joseph V, Deliasi 
lst iv. Kenneth E. Palmer 


COM ANDIN G OFFICER, 82D SIGNAL COMPANY (I REDESIGI.IED 


PANY ON 15 AUGUST 1942). 


ist Lt. Lester H, Clerk 
Capt, Lester He Clark 
lst Li, Robert &, Furna 
Capt, Robert E. ar 
. lst Lt, Richard E. Nerf 
Capt. Hichard E, Norf 
‘lst Lt, Theodore i, Shema 


COL AN PVANDING OFFICER HE 





ADQUARTERS CO! Ti 


1 Merch 145 30 June 145 
l July 145 To Date 

62D AIRBORNE SIGNAL COM- 
25 Purch 142 9 April '42 


10 april '42 

6 august '42 
13 april '43 
17 July Td. 
17 October !44 
1 July 143 


5 August '42 
12 April '43 
16 July 144 
16 October '44 
30 June '45 
lo Date 


NY 92D | D IVISION (REDESIGNS ‚TED HEADQUARTERS 


QUEE 82D. AIRBORNE DIVISION, ON 15 ALOE, 1942 


Capt, ia G, Cullehan 
Major Jean G. Callahan 
Capt, John H, Swenson 
Mejor John Ha Swenson 
Capt, William ©, Shreve 
Capt, Walter He Chandler, Jr. 
lst Lt, George J. Claussen 
Capt, George J. Claussen 
Capt, Robert B, Patterson 
ist Lt, William L, Stanley 
lst Lt. Geerge 0, Roberts | 


a Zr er 


25 MES 'A2 
8 April the 
l4 august "he . 
Li Suptenber | 142 
21 February '43 
21 August 143 
18 January 144 
l June 144 ` 
l Karch 145 
19 July '45 
2l sugust '45 





7 April ! 

13 ares p? 
13 September aR 
20 February '43 
2 august !43 
17 January !44 

31 May !44 

28 February '45 
18 July '45 

20 august '45 

To Date 





COMMANDING OFFICER, HEsDQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 82D DIVISION ARTILLERY 


(REDESIGN. TED ‚TED HEADQUARTERS AND HE.DQUARTERS BATTERY, 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


ARTILLERY ON 15 AUGUST, 1942) FROL Io 
Capt. John ii, Smiley 25 March !42 6 June 142. 
lst Lt. Tony J. taibl 7 June 142 6 July 142 
Capt. Tony Je Raibl 7 July 542 30 June !45 
Capt. James Le Lewis 1 July #45 To Date 


COMMANDING OFFICER, 82D MILITARY POLICE PLaTUON (Parl OP DIVISION HEADQUARTERS 


COMPANY UNTIL al Val BU ab ulubieni PULL bb LON is 52D IN INFANTRY DIVISION ON 


————————— M! 





24 HAY 142.  DISBANDAD 15 LAUGUS ST 142, ACTIVATED a8 MIL ITRY P POLICE PLATOON, _ 


82D aAIBBORNE DIVISION ON 8 SEPTE EMBER (40 oa 


Capt. William P. Bowden 25 March 142. 20 October !42 

ist Lt, Harold EM, McLeod (Acting) 16 September '42 10 December '42 
ist Lt, George E. Bankston 21 October 142 20 May '43 

2a Lt. Jacob H. Sneiderman 21 May 143 16 November !43 
ist Lt, Jacob H, Sneiderman 17 November '43 20 July !44 

2d Lt. John J. MeGillivary 2l July !44 10 November !4h 
lst Lt. John J. MeGillivary 11 November !44 30 June !45 

ist Lt, James P. Logan i July !45 To Date 


COMMANDING OFFICER, PARACHUTE MAINTEN.CE COMPANY _(PROVISTONAL) 


Capt, albert G, Marin - 1 November '43 1 June '44 
Capt. James E, Griffin 2 June !44 28 February !45 


n 


COMMANDING OFFIC, gen PanacHUTh JDAINTSNANC ENANCH C COMPANY (ACTIVs.TED 1 MARC l RCH 145), 


A M Ó— i e nee 


Capt, Wylie Cooper l March 145 To Date 


COMMANDING OFFICER, SPECIAL TROOPS, 82D „IRBORNE | DIVISION (ACTIVATED 1 MARCH 145) 


Major William H. Johnson 1 March '45 30 June 45 
Lt. Cole Robert We Johnson x i '45 + lo Date 


Ci INF IRI Damn VEU LIL" e DITO Ser 


REDESIGNATED 82D n IRBORNE DIVISION INFANTRY BaND 15 AUGUST AUGUST m P REDESIQN.TED 504 TH 
PARACHUTE INFANTRY PEGLA Band 6 JaNUARY 14. 143 3, INaCTIVATED l MaRCH !45), 


Wo (JG) Carl à. Moldenhauer 26 &ugust 142 25 Fcbruary 143 
CWO Carl à, Moldenhauer 26 February !43 28 February '45 


CoMUNDING OFFICER, 82D INFANTRY DIVIS. DIVISION 4 «ARTILLERY BAND (\CTIVATED 27 APRIL '42,_ 


MARCH 'A5), 


REDESIWAISD gon „IHBCHNG DIVISION ARTILLERY BAND 15 LUGUST ‘42, INACTIVATED 1 


S/Sgt Ricardo Södero' Se M 27 hpril 142 ;; 20 October 142 
Wo (JG) Wilbur He Hall 21 October '42 ^" 19 March !44 
CWO Wilbur H, Hall 20 March 'A4 28 February 145 


she 





ACTIVATED 1 MARCH 145 





OMMANDING OFFICER, 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION BAND ( 





COMMANDING OFFICER, 82D AIT 

So dre FROM TO 

CWO Carl «a, Moldenhauer 1 March '45 30 June !45 
© QNO John T, Venettozzi - l July t45 . -To Date 


The Division Medical Supply Officer, lst Lt. arthur R, Meslpine, was 

supervising the storage of medical supplies at OUDJA, FRENCH MORROCCO, when 
he noticed a box that did not seem to belong with his supplios. Prying off 
the top, Lieutenant Mcalpine discovered PL,0C0,000 worth of 1,000-franc notes 
issued by a French bank in DsKsk, Several months later another box contain- 
ing $1,000,000 in francs was found among reserve Division supplies in BIZERTE, 
TUNISIA. - 

. Ihe two boxes were part of a huge shipment of new banknotes that were be- 
ing shipped by an emerican banknote company to the French bank. Somchow a 


total of 19 of the boxes became mixed with american military supplies being 
shipped to CASABLANCA. all were ultimately recovered. 


— ee 
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A. ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS OF DIVISION 


nenn Dam 


DQUARTERS 


man 





THEATERS OF OPERATIONS 
North African Thoator of Operations (NATOUSA) 


Europoan Theater of Operations (ETOUSA) 


ARMY GROUPS 


ARMY GROUP » CAMPA IGNS 
12th Army Group (U.S.) Ardennes and Central Europe 
15th Army Group (U.S, & Br.) Sicily, Italy (Naples-Foggia 


_ and Rome-Ar no} 


2lst Army Group Normandy, Holland, Ardonnes 
i Contral Europe 


* * tk 
ARMY _ CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 
First (U.S.) Normandy, Ardennes 
First Alliod Airborne England, France 
First(Canadian) Holland 
Socond (US$) U.S.A, 
Second (Br.) ! Holland, Central Europe 
Third (U.8.) US d, 
Firth (U.8.) E North Africa, Italy 
Seventh (U.8.) — Sicily 
Ninth (U.8.) England, Contral Europo (For 
Prom Administration) 
Fifteenth (U.8.) Rhineland 
- 126 - 





CORPS 
I Armorod Corps (0.8:) 
Ist Airborne Derpe (Bre) 
II Corps (u.8.) . 
Provisional Corps 

2d Corps (OU NS 

III Corps 

IV Corps 

V Corps | 

VI Corps 

VII Corps 

VIII Corps 

10th Corps (Br.) 

12th Corps (Br.) 

XV Corps (U.S.) 

XVI Corps (0,84) 

XVIII Corps (Airborne) (U.8.) 
XIX Corps (U.S.) 

XXII Corps (U.8,) 


30th Corps (Br.) 


CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 
North Africa: 

Holland 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Holland 

Rhineland 

U.S Ao 

Ardennes and Rhineland 
Italy 

Normandy 

Normandy, Ardennes 
Italy 

Central Europe. 

North Ireland 

France 

Ardonnes, Central Europe 
North Ireland 
Rhineland 


Holland 


B. UNITS OF DIVISION ATTACHED TO OTHER HEADQUARTERS 





SICILY 505th Parachute ROT to lst Infantry Division (U.S.) 





ITALY 225th Glider ROT, 504th and 505th Parachute ROTs 


to.56th Infantry 


hóad 2 


Division (U.S.) on Salorno Beach 


325th Glider ROT, 504th Parachute ROT, 319th Glider 
Ficld Artillcry Battalion, and Batteries D, E, and 
F, 80th Airborne Antiaircraft Battalion, to Ranger 
Task Force in-Chiunzi Pass Sector. 








505th Parachute RCT to 25d Armored Brigade (Bre) 
South of Naples, 


505th Parachute ROT to 25d Armored Brigade (Bre) 
in Volturno River Sector, 


504th Parachute ROT to 34th Infantry Division 
(U.8.) and II Corps (U.8.)^in Isernia and Venafro 
Sectors, i 


5044h Parachute ROT to 3d Infantry Division (U.S.) 
on Anzio Bcachhoad 


HOLLAND 508th Parachuto ROT to 30th Corps (Bre) north of 
"aal Rivor» 


BELGIUM 505th Parachute ROT to V Corps in dati aroas 
.C. UNITS ATTACHED TO THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
NORTH AFRICA 
(Complete records of attachments in North Africa 
are not currontly available) 
2d Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry 
MENORES Enginaor C5. (Can) 
334th Quartermaster’ Company (Depot) 
(Complete records of attachments in Sicily 
are not currently availablo) 
59th Regimental Combat Toam 
26th Field Artillory Battalion 
34th Field Artillery Battalion 
624 Fiold Artillery Battalion. 
77th Field Artillory Battalion 
20th Enginoor Battalion (0). 
83d Chemical Battalion (4.2" Mortar) 
ITALY 


: (Complete, records of attachments in Italy , 
" aro not currently available) pis 


5A Rangor Battalion (to Sol, Parachute ROT)' 


-Ghurka Battalion, British (to 504th Parachute Bile) 


- i28- 


ENGLAND 


Quartermastor Truck Company 


Headquarters and Headqvartors Company, 2d Airborne Brigade 
(From 20 Janvary 1944 to 27 August. 1944). 


507th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to 27 August 1944) 


508th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to 30 March 1945) 


HORMANDY 
Troop B, 4th Cav Ren Sqdn | sa Juno 1944" 25 June 1944 
87th Armd FA Bn epo BETEN Suing gaye 8 June 1944 
i . 14 June 1944 8 July 1944 
Go 6; Thóth Tk Bn a:l June 1944 a 11 Juno 1944 
do A, 746th Tk Bn | 13 June 1944 21 June 1944 
Co A, 712th Tk Bn 1 July 1944 8 July 1944 
188th FA Bn 12 June 1944. 8 July 1944 
172d FA Bn i — 16 June 1944 I9 June 1944 
Co C, 899th TD Bn 1 June 1944 . 19 Juno 1944 
Co A, 607th TD Bn 19 Juno 1944 4 July 1944 
801 TD Bn | 30 June 1944 l aX July 1944 
805 TD Bn l July 1944 . 8 July 1944 
Co B, 87th Chem Mortar Bn Ze 15 Jono 1944 . 21 funt 1944 
Co D, 86th Chem Mortar Bn ety ve l duly 1944. IE 4 July 1944 


3809 QM Trk Co 

5810 QM Trk Co 

let Plat 605d QM GR Co 

l Plat, 464th Amb Co, 21st Med Gp. 
493d Collocting Co, 179th Med Bn. 
374th Collecting Co, 50th Med Bn. 
429th Litter Bear ing Platoon 


291st Collecting Co 





UNIT 
Unit A, 50th Field Hosp 


666th QM Trk Co 





HOLLAND 


+3 
o 


FROL TO 


17 September 1944 


19 Septombor 1944 


lst Coldstream Gds Armd Bn (Br.) 19 Soptember 1944 22 Septembor 1944 
5th Coldstroam Gds Inf Bn (Bre) 19 Soptembor 1944 | 22 September 19h 
2d Irish Gds Bn (Bre) 19 September 1944 22 Soptombor 1944 
Sherwood Rangers Yoomanry (Bre) 19 Septombor 1944 10 October 1944 
Royals Rocco Bn (Bre) 19 September 1944 | 9 October 1944 
Polish Preht Brigade 25 Septomber 1944 30 September 1944 
251st Brigade (Br.) 30 Soptombor 1944 1 October 1944 
5d Gds Brigade (Br,) 50 Scptombor 1944 1 Octobor 1944 
5th Coldstream Gds Inf Bn (Bre)  - 30 Soptombor 1944 10 October 1944 
79th FA Rogt (Bre) 30 Soptombor 1944 2 October 1944 
204th AT Btry (Bre) 30 Septomber 1944 3 October 1944 
506th Preht Inf 1 Octobor 1944 % October 1944 
5024 Prcht Inf 3 October 1944 4 October 1944 
130th Inf Brigade (Br.) 5 Octobor 1944 6 Octobor 1944 
2d Gren Gds Bn (Bra). 6 October 1944 7 October 1944 
15/18 Hussars 10 Octobor 1944 10 Novomber 1944 
ARDENNES 
Unit A, 50th Field Hosp, 
666th QM Trk Co 
Co C, 563d AAA AW Bn 18 December 1944 25 December 1944 
co "B", 9th Armd Div 25 December 1944 24 December 1944 
Co B, 86th Oml Bn 25 Docombor 1944 11 January 1945 
254th FA Bn 20 December 1944 18 February 1945, 
551st Prcht Inf Bn 25 December 1944 12 January 1945 
7034. TD Bn , 20 Doconbor 1944 1 January 1945 
591st FA Bn 20 December 1944 11 January 1945 
740th Tk Bn 29 Docombor 1944 1l January 1955 
27 January 1945 5 Fobruary 1945 
= 0a 





UNIT 
628th TD Bn 


517th Prcht Inf 


634th AAA Bh 

‘ 887th Abn Engr Co 
Go A, 87th Oml Bn 
6434 TD Bn 

400th Armd FA Bn 
52d Cav Ren Sqdn 


629th TD Bn 


341st Inf 

417th FA Gp 

746th FA Bn 

672d FA Bn 

51st FA Bn 

-805th FA Bn 

:, 546th FA. Bn 
.-790th. FA Bn 

: 74th Cm) -Gon Co 
Th Fhe Bn, 

., 12th. TD Gp (Hq only) 
» 661st FA Bn 

9424 FA Bn | 

Jd Co, 22d Belgian Fus Bn 
294th FA Obs Bn 
1120th Engr C Bn 
280th FA Bn 


580th AAA AN Bn 


13th Infantry 


] FROM 
1 January 1945 


l January 1945 
1 February 1945' 


5 February 1945. 
25 December 1944 
25 January 1945 
25 Janvary 1945 
25 January 1945 
28 January 1955 


51 Janvary 1955 


4 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
11 April 1945 
10 April 1945 
4 April 1945 
18 April 1955. 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
18 April 1945 
21 April 1945 
25 April 1955. 
25 April 1945 
27 April 1945 


26 April 1945 
23 May 1945 


28 April 1945 


qe 
È 
? 


A pL PT ie es 


4 


TO 


11 January 1945 


11 Janvary 1945 
4 Fobrvary 1945 


18 February 1945 
12 Janvary 1945 
5 February 1945 
31 Janvary 1945 
18 February 1945 
5 February 1945 


18 February 1945 


ly April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
14 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
16 April 1945 
16 April 1945 
14 April 1945 


21 April 1945 


25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
2% April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
25 April 1945 
26 April 1945 
17 May 1945 


2 May 1945 
5 June 1945 


1 May 1945 


454 FA Bn 28 April 1945 1 May 
604tn TD Bü 28 April 1945 15 May 
Sqdn A, 4th Royals (Br.) 29 April 1945 2 May 
740th Tk Bn . 29 April 1945 l May 
Sklth TD Bn 29 April 1945 l May 
Co À, 89th Oml Bn 29 Àpril 1945 9 May 
12lst Inf 30 April 1945 1 May 
56th FA Bn 50 April 1945 l May 
Ca 0, 89th Cml Bn 30 April 1945 l May 
co "BY, 7th Armd Div 1 May 1945 4 May 
205th FA Gp. 3 May 1945 17 May 
207th FA Bn 5 May 1945 17 May 
768th FA Bn 3 May 1945 


eoa ioi xu 


FROM 


17 May 


MILITARY INTELLIGENCE TEAMS ATTACHED 
IN ETOUSA 


82D Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment 
Interrogator Prisonor of War Team No, 40 


Interrogator Prisonor of Yar Toam No, 43 


Interrogator Prisoner of War Toam Noe 45 


Interrogator Prisoner of ‘lar Toam Noe 47 
Military Intolligonco Interprotor Toam No. 412 
Order of Battle Toam No. 16 

Photo Interpretation Team Nei 3 


Photo Interpretation Tcam No. 11 





1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 
1945 


Date CP 
Opened 


25 March !42 


02 October 142 
20 April 143 
28 april'43 


29 april 143 


10 May 143 


12 May!43 
25 June 143 


6 July !43 


10 July. 143 
17 July '43 
18 July '43 
19 July 143 
19 July 143 
20 July 143 
21 July. 113 


23 July 143 


19 August !43 





SECTION 7 


COMMAND POST LOCATIONS 
OF THE 


82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


Place 


Comp Claiborne, 
Louisiana 


Fort Bragg, North Carolina | 


Camp Edwards, Massachusetts 


U.S. Transport George | 
Washington, Staten Island, 
Now York 


U. 9, Transport George 
Washington 


NORTH AFRICA 


Camp Don B, Passage, 
Casablanca 


Oudja 


Kairouan 
SICILY 


(Fwd) aboard SASA 
Monrovia 


(Fwd) Gela 


(Fwd) East of Agrigento 


(Fwd) Near Port Empedocle 
(Fwd) West of Montellegro 
(Fwa) Wost of Ribera 

( Fwd) Nation! of Sciacca 
(Fd) S, Margherita 

(Ewa) Trapani 


Kairouan 


Country 


United States 


United States 


United States 


United States 


At Sea 


French Morrocco 
Fronch Morrocco 
(Part of Division 
camped in algeria) 


Tunisia 


Sicily 
Sicily | 
Sicily. 
Sicily . 
Sicily 
Sicily ` 
Sicily 
Sicily 


Tunisia 


(During period Forward CP was in Sicily the rear CP remained at Kairouan) 


Date CP 
Opened 


02 September 
05 September 


18 September 


22 September 
26 September 
27 September 


29 September 


!43 
143 
143 


143 
143 
143 


143 


1 October !43 


19 November '43 


9 December 143 


14 February !44 


6 June 'hh 


14 June t44 


15 June tha 
17 June '44 
20 June !44 

2 July 'AÀ4 

5 July '44 
12 July !4& 
13 July "44 





Place 

Bizerte 

(Fwd) Licata 

(Fwd) Paestum 

(Rear) Termini 

(Base) Comiso 

(Rear Hase No. 1) Bizerte 
(Rear Base No. 2) Kairouan 
(Fwd) West of Castelcivita 
Amalfi 

(Fwd) Chiunzi Pass 
Castellammare 
Napies 
U.S. Transport Funston 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Castle Dawson 
Braunstone Park, Leicester 
(Fwd) West of Ste. Mere 
liglise 

(Base) Leicester 

(Fwd) Near Picauville 


(Fwd) North of Stienville 
(Kear) liest of Etienville 


(Fwd) East of St, Sauveur 
Le Vicomte 
(Rear) West of Etionville 


(Fwd & Rear) South of 
Btienville 


(Fwd) Southwest of Etienville 


(Rear) South of Etienville 


(Fwd) Auvrairie 


Country 
Tunisia 
Sicily 
Italy 
Sicily 
Sicily 
Tunisia 
Tunisia 
Italy 
Italy 
Italy 
Italy 
Italy 
At Sea 


North Ireland 


England 


France 
England 


France 
France 


France 


France 
France 


France 


France 


France 


(Fwd & Rear) South of Etienville France 


Braunstone Park, Leicester 





England 


Meet n 
Place 


Opened 


17. September 
24 September 'h4 


| là November hh — 


‘18 December 
19 December 


21 December 


^22 December 


< 24 December 


27 December 


29 December 


TAA 
"AL 
"hh 
Th 
"AL 
14h 
ThA 


3 January '45 


-5 January !45 


10 January 
11 January 


25 January 


26 January 
28 January 


29 January 
30 January 
5 February 
8 February 


‘10 February: 


"15 
145 
145 


155 
145 
145 


145 
'45 
145 


115 


. HOLLAND 


4h 





(Fwd) West of Groesbeek 
(Fwd) South of Nijmegen 


(Fwd & Base) Camp Sissonne 


ARDENNES 


(Fad) Yierbomont. 


(Fwd) Habiemont 
(Rear) Worboxont 


(Fwd) Lierneux 


“(Fwd & Rear) Bra 


(Fwd) Habiemont 
(Rear) Chateau de Ville 


(Rear) Chevron 


(Fad & Rear) Chevron | 
_ (Fua) ERE 
" (Rua) Abrefontaine 
.. (Rear) Noncevaux 


` (Fwd & Rear) Nonceveux 


(Fwd & Rear) Noncoveux 
(Main) Stavelot 


(Fwd) Hunnage 


(Fwd) Medoll 


(Fud) Wereth 
(Rear Pwd) Kedell 
(Rear & Main) Stavelot 


(Fud) Holzheim 


(Fwd) Viclsalm | 
(Rear & Kain) Stavelot 


(Fwd & Rear) Rott 


* (Main) Stavclot 


(Fwd) Hurtgen 


.(Rear) Rott: 
. (Mein) Stavelot 


(Base) Sissonne 


WR PP EM aida 
slo 
i t-f, -5 -T me = I -C-T -E-D 


Country 


Netherlands 


Netherlands 


France 


Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 


‘Belgium 


Bolgium 


Bolgium 
Belgium 


Bolgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


. Bolgium 


Bolgium 


Belgium 
Belgium 


Germany 


Belgium 


Germany 
Germany 
Belgium 
France 
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Date OP 
Opened. Place l Countr 
18 February '45 (Fra & Rear) Rott Germany 
19 February 145 (411 CPs) Sissonne France 
CENTRAL EUROPE 
2 April 145. : .. (Fwa) Weiden > Germany 
27 April '45 (Fwd) Hohenzethen Germany 
: |o (Main) Weiden Germany 
29 April !45 -. (Fwd) Bleckede Germany 
130 April 145 (Advance) Wondischthun Germany 
(Fwd & Rear) Bleckede Germany 
1 May '45 (Fwd) Nouhaus Germany 
(Rear) Bleckede Germany 
2 May '45 (Advance). Ludwigslust Germany 
(Fud) Nouhaus Germany 
(Rear) Bleckede Germany 
(Muin) Weiden Germany 
(B.se) Sissonne France 
3 May '45 (Fud) Ludwigslust Gormany 
- (Main) Weiden Germany 
15 May !45 _ (Fwd & Main) Ludwigslust Gormany 
POST - HOSTILITIES 
1 June '45 Sissonne France 
15 dune '45 Epinal i France 


1 August !45 Berlin Germany 


; At one time after the Italian campaign started troops of the 824 Airborne 
Division were fighting or camped at 17 different points in Italy, Sicily and 
North Africa, 4s late as 25 September 1943, troops of the Division were fight- 
ing or camped in the. Galore River Valley and on Sele Beach, Sorrento Peninsula 
and the Isle D' Ischia in Italy; Termini and Comiso in Sicily, and Bizerte and 
K:irouan in North Africa, 


ERRATA: 
On page 108 the Modal of Honor listed for the GERMANY Campaign 
should be listed under the BELGIUM campaign. 


On page 128 he 508th Parachute Infantry should | be listed as attached 
to the 7th Armored Division in the St. Vith area. 


sui NL MNE 





